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DEDICATORY EPISTLB 



TO 



VEND t E. 



O THOU t whom Monftets? . hayie^ overw 
whelmed with ruiiij laid^w^fle ndd covered 
with a(hes \ melancholy vidafe ot ntadp&i^ 
fions ! unfortunate Vendee ! aocejyt this, 
tribute of regard, from one of your ^hiVIi'en.: 
therp are enough, who lavifhly offer tincenic 
to 'men in power ; for me, oh ! my Couiitry,, 
it is to misfortune only, it is to the^ al^Tnii^. J^ 
that. I wifli to devote niy feeble talen^s*,^:' 



IV DEDICATORY EPISTLB 

my watchful hours, zhi fiiy feefl affeetiOfWe 

May the cnthufiafm which infpircs me^ 

detffify every heart, tuA call forth teara^ 

fuch as I have Ihed at the fight of thofb 

devouring flames that preyed upon thy bofom I 

May a regenerating Government caft one 

look of pity on t&ee t May it Vlfew thee 

* as i do, loaded with the gifts of nature,, 

but defpifed of fREti ; fornranded by feas,. 

ftreams, qn^vhvers, but deftitute of canals* 
• • • • 

-withoicfvflifT^ Imvl^tien^ ki|h foa^, <it 

aivf /me.^\of.;^3ilpdftition for thy produce ; 

.;.-fithal4>t.aV*^^ inidft of a Inoft fertile 

cdtintJAri.t-^t !waiitiag cbMmek c^ commer«- 

• • ••*' 
'diiii tiAiSiittiStAciiti&ai t emxkmon cd&tr e^ tod 

' «V^h tdWii6^ iie&riablihg, in fhort^ a |;reiat 

betiy covered with veins^ but i|ri(liout » 



Ob 



BBOiCATORT EPISTL3S V 

Oh iriy Coutrfry! I am pcthftps deceiving 
myfeif with Vftiir herpes f b«t ibethinks si 
bright day at length da^nt MpQfi thy de-» 
ibhted pkihs ; ihit Government Which has 
giy^fi pekee tb £ulrope^ which has feftored 
to thee the feiigionsi wprlhip of thy ance& 
tors and thofe altars^ iu defence of which 
thou hail, flied thy blood, will be able to 
roufe thee from the melancholy apathy in 
which thou art funk, and give tjiee a new 
politick cxiftence. 

May this delightful hope be Ipeedily con- 
firmed ! May my feeble voice haften the 
moment of its accomplifhment ! Unhappy 
Vend^, how difinterefted are the fenti* 
ments by which I am guided towards thee, 
and the afFeftionate fhare which I take in 
thy misfortunes ! I neither feek. places, re- 
putation, riches, nor even that kind of ce- 
lebrity 



Vi DEMDICATORY EPISTLfiw 

lebrity which is acquired by pleadings for 
the wretched ; my only wifh is to fee thy 
ruins repaired, and thy wounds hesded once 
more ; thy profperity will be mine, and my 
fweeteft reward; in a word. Oh! my Country^ 
J can be happy only in thy welfare 
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There are few States in Europe that at 
different periods have not been a prey to 
the fury of civil wan Without going fur*- 
ther back than the age of Charlemagne, 
what blood has been Ihed in Europe, by 
fatal inteftine difputes ! Italy and Germany 
probably feel to this day the havoc and 
the dcftructive jftruggles of the Guclphs and 
Gibelines ; England, the bloody contefls 
between the houfes of York and Lancafter; 
Sweden, the wars of Chriftiern and Vafa ; 
and Spain the funeral piles arid ' fcaffolds 
which flie fo long erected in Flanders and 
in Holland. What has been the refult of 
fo many terrible ihocks to thefe different 
nations ? a general decline in every branch 
of the body politic. The decay of agricul- 
ture has been neceflarily accompanied by 
that of population ; and liberal ideas, national 

ipirit, 
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ipirit, and patriotifm, th^ vijtal Afeiigth of 
a naticAi, have gradually difappeared. If we 
caft a fingle glance upon the ftate of mo- 
dern Europe, wo (hall aifily perceive that 
Italy is now nothing more than a mere 
Ikeleton decorated with an jemply li4J»e ; tKat 
Germany has loft more than ojie )»if of 
that numerous population, whi^h maintaioed 
its independence qgainft all the d&rts of 
the Romans; that England is now only 
another modern CarJ:hagiS| f)blig£d to pay 
mercenaries for her defence ; that Sw^en 
has a very precarious exiftence, and that 
'Spain is reduced t& clQpcci4 ^mt her defence 
4Cki the magnanimity of her allies, 

: Although Franfe hA§ fcad lefe lo cpm- 
plsdn of inteftine ^ifions thaei Ker flejghr 
hours, {he has ncverthekfs beeij fr^qrieiptly 
on the point of expiring under the erud 
wounds received m the fiourfe of her civil 
•wars. 

The cradle of the monarchy was gained 
with the blood which the animofity of the 

* children 



Children of Clovis on the one hand, and the 
ambition of the mayors of the palace and 
the weaknefe of the laft Masrovingian kings 
on the other, caufcd to flow. The Feudal 
Govenimcnt fpeedily fucceeded this anarchy, 
the ftate was divided into as many par^* 
ties as there were lords and caftles, and the 
firft kings of the Capet race were reduced 
to be mere fpectators of tlje fury of their 
fubjects. Louis-le-Oros and fome of his 
fucceflors attempted in vain to check the 
progrefs of thefe diforders ; the fatal rival- 
ihips o^ the Plantagenets and the race of 
Valois, gave France no time to revive aft^r 
(b many misfortunes; its blood ran in tor- 
rents, and notwithftanding all the exertions 
of the greateft of her Kings, Charles the 
Wife, the factions of the Armagnacs and tHe 
Burgundians fooh exhauftcd the remaining 
ftfength of the country. It wa^ lefs to the 
genius of Charles the Vllth than to the 
diverfions which the red and white roled 
occafionedin England, that France was in^ 
debted for her fafety ; never was fhe fo 
near being (hipwrecked. ^ The palm, how-* 
b ever. 
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ever, which the country then ..experienced 
was only of very ihort duration : fcarcely 
had a century elapfed when all its wounds 
broke out afrefh. A religious mania fud- 
denly fezied the majority of the French 
nation. The ambitious great affumed a 
refpectable malk, and whilft the people 
were murdering each other for differences of 
opinion, hypocrites contefted for the honor of 
holding the bloody reins of the ftate. Thefe 
deplorable troubles calmed by Henry, were 
entirely appeafcd by Richelieu. Under his 
fiiccefTor, difcord again rejired its ftandard, 
but France was wearied with fo many fuC- 
ceffive (hocks : the faction of Fronde and 
its King of the Halls became the fubjects 
of ridicule ; the firm and fevere Govern- 
ment of Lewis the XlVth again reftored 
order in the ftate. 

The fprings of Government, were however 
ibon relaxed again under the reign of his felfifh 
and intemperate fuccefTor; the throne, de- 
filed by proftitution, loft its ancient majefty, 
and becam^ in , the byes of the people 

nothing 
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nothing but an empty ftiadow ; the unfor- 
tunate Lewis the XVIth felL under the 
flroke of a daring party, and expiated the 
crimes of his predeceflbrs. France, although 
undeceived with refpect to her Kings, 
viewed with compaffion a Prince, more 
unfortunate than guilty, tumbled headlefs 
from a throne. In many provinces, pity 
took place of the fentiments of revenge 
and indignation. The noble enthufiafm of 
1789, was almoft extinguifhed, no remains 
of it were found except in the army ; 
factious men by the aid of the magic words 
of liberty and patriotifm, had got pofleflioa 
of power, and France, plunged in a de- 
luge of blood and carnage, became an 
arena in which ruffians difputed the ipoiis 
of its beft citizens, and eveiy part of the 
body politic was in a ftate of fufFering, when 
to the horrors of foreign hoftility was, added 
the fcourge of civil war. In my Introduc- 
tion I fhall point out the caufes of that 
lamentable conteft which often brought to 
the very brink of ruin that formidable Re- 
public, oow ye-eftabliihed upon its firjxieft 
b^ bafis 



XU rREFACfi. 

bafis, and in fome meafurc rendered immor- 
tal by the genius of a protecting Hero! 
As a fpectator and witnc^ of the reciprocal 
fury, of the contending parties, i venture 
to flatter myfclf, that my teftimoiiy will 
not be queftioned, I relate wliat I faw and. 
heard. : 

— — Quseque ipse mlserrima vidi* 

By the light of the flames which fur- 
rounded me on every fide, and were con- 
fuming the ^ unhappy Vendee, I ventured 
, to write Its Hiftor^; the tumult of battle 
and the accents of 4eatK oft«ai ftruck n\y 
ear, whilft I was writing, and interrupted 
the thread of my narrative. The reader 
will eafily perceive in perufing this work,, 
the various movements of terror, pity and 
indignation, which agitated my mind in thofe 
terribJc moments ; but if it was impoffible for 
me amidft the horrors and ^ffaffinations which 
defolated my country to keiep my mind in a 
ftate of perfeft tranquillity, I am not afif^id of 
beingaceufed of having written its Hiftory with 
partialityr I: here declare by every thing 

^ moft 
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mofl (acred among men, that no ientiment 
unworthy of a liberal mind, or any private 
views, have guided my pen. One thought 
alone occupied my mind^ engaged in writing 
this Sketch ; n?jxiely, that an hifloriaii who 
ieeis all the dignity of his functions, ought 
rather to {kerJAcp his' life than deceive 
pofterityt 



Tilam impendere yero. 



\ 



I have paffed ilightly over the mutual 
cruelties committed on both fides, per^ 
fuaded that it was ufelefs to terrify our 
defcendants with the narrative of our crimes. 

I forefee that fome eye witnefles will 
accufe me of having omitted interefting 
particulars of the different battles which I 
have defcribed 2 pthers may pretend that I 
have confounded dates, and events : I fliall 
anfwer to thefe objections ; that my def- 
criptiQiis of battles are founded upon the 
official reports which I procured at the 
time, hoth from the Republicans and the Ven- 

.■.-"'"- deans, 
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deans, and to which I have added the ttf- 
timonies of well mformed friends, who 
liad been aftors or Ipeftators of thofe fcenes. 
Any man, who after having been prefenit 
at a battle, pretends to know all its details, 
is a prefumptuous cbara6):eF to whom I have 
nothing to reply. Let a hundred officers 
be interrogated refpcfting the caufes which 
decided the viftory of Mans, let their tef- 
timonies be compared, and the reader Vf}l\ 
be convinced the truth of what I advance. 
Let then even the witneffes of thefe events 
beware of ' faying, that " the Hiftorian is 
xniftaken,** till they have refledled and 
examined if they may not be themfelves 
in error. . 

My Hiftorical Sketch begins at the 
period of 1792, and finiflies at the general 
pacification of 1795. I did not think it 
neceflary to write the Hiftory of the Troubles 
of the Vendee during the feventhyear. The 
ly mptoms of that frefti explofion, indeed, made 
their appearance under a tremendous a(pe£t, 

and 
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and the confequences of that appeal to arms, 
might have become fatal ; but the immortal 
day of the i8th Brumaire, by overturning 
an oppreffive Government, calmed all 
factions, and united all parties. This laft 
infurrection did not, therefore, give rife 
to any important event, except the battle 
of Aubiers, which was gained by the 
commander of batallion, Hardouin, and 
by the fteadinefs of Captain La Vigne. 
That brave officer, intrenched three days in 
the Church ot Aubiers, with two hundred 
men, refitted the efforts of a whole army^ 
and gave Hardouin timer to come to his 
relief. The names of thefc two men will 
long be dear to the proprietors in the 
Vendee ; they will never forget the im* 
portant fervices rendered them by thofe of- 
ficers, who prevented the return of civil 
war, and thereby refcued their property from 
frefti devaftation and ]piorrors of every kind. 
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• I 



f RANGE, on the death of Lewis the 
XVth, prefented an alarmuig appearance t6 
the world. The difgraceful clbfe of that 
reign had entirely overcaffi the fplenddiit 
of its aulpicious commencement ; the Mb- 
nirchy had in fbme meafiire grown ol4 
with the Monarch ;, and the body politic ~^ 
feemed to partake of the decrepitude of the 
head of the State. An exhaufted popu- 
. lation, deranged finances, corrupted and' im- 
moral minifters, wars undertaken with le- 
vity,, and. conducted with folly and weaknefi, 
a ruined navy, a difcohtented' army, pow- 
erful enemies, fhameful treaties of peace, ' 
ruinous and diigraceful ceflibns of territories 
in the new world ; in fhort, a univerlally 
prevailing egotifm, all prefented' to the dif- 

c cerning 
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ceriiing mind, the fymptoms of a dreadful 
revolution, an4 the appearance of a Stete 
verging to its ruin. 

In the midft of this deplorable confufion, 
what principally ftruck judicious obfervers, 
was, the general corruption of manners. 
Proftitution was become the idol of the 
pourt, and the people were alike proftituted. 
JCrood faith, juftice, morality, and almoft 
aU the focial virtues had difappeared from 
the French territory, and the vilefi liber- 
^i^fm had taken place of the auftere man- 
jaers of the Qauls and the Franks. Seated upon 
that throne which the Charlemagnes and the 
Philips had rencdred illuftrious, the infiimous 
JDu 5arry, proud of her afcendancy over the 
decayed Motiarch, gave laws imperioufly to 
a degenerated people. Places and honours 
were all put into the hands of brokers, 
every thing was fold at court ; eveiy 
employment had its regulated price, virtue 
alone was accounted nothing ; and in- 
ftead of the Barres, the Triftans, the Mon- 

tignya 



INTaODUCflON. XIX 

tigriys, who formerly were the ornameiits 
of the court of Philip Auguftus, that of 
Lewis was the picture of a Dionyfius fur- 
rounded by the vileft flatterers. 

Lewis the XVIth began his reign, and 
the fimplicity of his manners checked for 
a moment the general corruption. A vir- 
tuous citizen^ but a weak king; with the 
candour of the fon of Charlemagne, without 
poflefling his courage ; what dyke could he 
oppofe to the licentuous torrent of the age I 
His good* intentions avajiled nothing againft 
the univerial depravity r though an econo- 
mical Prince, he could not prevent deprei-* 
dations upon: the finances ; and though 
zealous in favour of purity . of morals, all 
his efK>rts for their reformation only rendered 
him the derifion of the court ;. religious 
himfelf^ he had the misfortune to fee atheifnx 
making * frefli progrels, and effacing in the 
hearts of the people every fentiment of reA 
pect for the moral virtues ;. upon the whole, 

ci . Lewia 



Lewis **ic XVlth was bom to difpreve that 
celebralied proverb: ' 

£egis ad excni^ar totw wrngmaSba^ ^B^ 

If this Prince had attempted to ftop the 
pTogrefe of the revolution:, it is ealy ta 
conceive that his cflfcrts would have been 
fruitlefs. Such an tindertaking required; 
talents of the firft toagiiit«de> and: Lfewis^ 
did not poflefs thofe talents ; unaMetoftop 
the rapidity of the revolution which- was, 
fepping his throne to the foundations, he- 
was btiried undet its ruins^ 

^ God forbid that I ever fhouM become th& 
apologift of the crimen which have ftained 
the revolution : if its efiedts have beett for- 
tunate, with what ftreams of blood fa^s the 
^ood been purehs^d ! If pofterity flioul<f 
ente day render juftiee to the merit and 
talents of certain celebrated men, it will 
devote to execration fiumbers of thofe mo- 
dern Ions of Ptelias, S^rho cut then' father 
into pieces to give him a new exiftence. 

^ In 
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In 1789, the Revolution took place ; two 
thirds of the French embraced it with en- 
thufidfm ; by a natural confequence enough, 
the other third beheld nothing in the new 
^Aembut ail hydra preparing their defttudion. 

The nobility aiid clergy, who, after having 
attained the higheft iiimmit of riches and 
honours, found themfelves not only levelled 
with the clafs of the toweft mechanics, but 
even purfued by a miftaken people ' amidft 
liie (znoaking ruins of their caftles; whole 
defolated lands no longer furnifhed them 
with a certain provision for their fubfiftencei 
thefe men were of courfe the declared he- 
reditary enemies to the revolution. To 
have expected their fupport to the new 
order of things, woijld have argued but 
little knowledge of the human heart, and 
would have been to require a miracle from 
philofophy, when we know of none that 
phiio£)phy has performed* 

• * . * 

But what in the hiftory of our times pof- 
terity will hear with furprife, is. that in an 

. iinknown 
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unknown corner of France, an oblcure clafi 
of poor and wretched peafants, emancipatedb 
by the revblution fronm.the payment of tythes^ 
and the land tax, and thus deriving the 
greateft advantages from that event, (houW 
alone have dared tQ declare againft the new 
order of thii:>gs, clamoroufly called for by 
almod the whole French nation ; ihould 

if 

alone have attempted to rear a wall of Re- 
paration between itfelf and the reft of France, 
and endeavour to preferve what it was the 
general wifli to deftroy* I am aware J; 
Ihall be anfwered, that it was the fuggeftionS' 
of the nobles and priefts^ which determined 
thefe unfortunate inhabitants to make thefe 
aftonifliing efforts, under the weight of 
which they funk at laft. It is however 
notorious, that the nobles and the priefts 
(with fome very few exceptions); had. no 
ihare in fomenting this inteftine war; thoie 
claffes were too well informed not to per- 
ceive the prodigious inequality of the ftnig- 
gle between a fingle corner of France and 
the whole united mafs of the kingdom. 
This fact is certain, nor is there a Vendean 

who 
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who is ignorant, tiiat the leading chiefe df 
the Vendue were compelled by the threats 
of the revolted inhabitants to join the com* 
mon caufe. At the pacification, the chiefs 
and the priefts were the firft who embraced 
with ardour the offers held out, and which 
the peafauts were the laft to accept. 

It IS true that when the nobility and 
clergy had once engaged in the infurreftion, 
they ufed every effort, and exerted all their 
influence to procure the fuccefs of their 
party. The civil war was produced by three 
caufes, all foreign to the pretended infinu- 
ations againfl the nobles and priefts. 

The firft, beyond all doubt, was the ex- 
ecrable tyranny of the Jacobins, and the hor- 
rors of which France was top long a wit- 
nefs and a victim. The Vendean, full of 
refpect for morality and the fecial infti- 
tutions, which are its. effects, could not view, 
withput fliuddering, the total overthrow of 
the bgdy politic; he could not 'bear to 

trample 
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trample under foot yrhat he haid bcfcn ac- 
cuftomed to re4>ect for fo oaany ages ; 
inimical to all ionovatibn, h^ could hot 
comprehend the philoibphical jargon of our 
modern Brutufes ; and to ufe a Jacobinical 
cxpreffiou, he was hot ripe for the Revo^ 
lution.j 

The fccond caufe of the Vendean war 
was, the perfecution againft the Catholic 
Religion; a perfecution as unjuft in its 
principles as it was dangerous in its con- 
fequences. In vain did Jacobin miffiona- 
ries iiTue from the capital, and with the 
voice of demoniacs, attempt to infect the 
peaceful plains with their fenaticifm, and 
endeavour to perfiiade thofe good peafents, 
that the Catholic Religion was a tiffue of 
.fabulous nonfenfe, that there was neither 
a God, nor Immortality of the Soul, and 
that they ought to ereft temples only to 
Reafbn, and that this fame Reafon was only 
to be found in Jacobin clubs and taverns ; 
the inhabitants of the Vendee, furprifed at the 

. novelty 
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fiovelty of thefe maxims, and the ftraiige 
manners of thefe zealous apoflleSy had no 
doubt of their intention to pervert and make 
them converts to revolutionary fanaticifm* AH 
their harangues were therefore fruitlefs, and 
tended to attach the Vendee mere than ever 
to its ancient worship and its minifters ; 
they keenly felt indeed the blows aimed 
from every quarter at thefe objects of their 
refpect ; and after having for a long while 
lamented them in filence, they at length 
oppofed rage to rage, and thus gave thi^ 
difaftrous war a tincture of ferocity, with 
which it would never otherwife have been 
marked. Finally, the third caufe was the 
forced levy of three hundred thoufand men; 
this confcription decided the yet undetermuied 
Vendean, and was, properly fpeaking, the 
firebrand of the general conflagration. I 
{hall explain this more fully in the fubfe- 
quent chapters, and I hope the reader will~ 
be fatisiied with the expl^fiatioas wiiid^ fi^^ 
there be given. 
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^.Thc civil war broke 6ui iit 17(^2, and 
after a variety of defeatsr* and victories, ter- 
ihinated in 1795. Thanks to the wifBom 
of the commiffipners, fent by the French 
Government to prevent the ruin of a part 
of France ! But for their prudent and tem- 
perate meafures, how much blood Would 
it have further coft, to reduce the Vend^ ! 
They f6emed to appear in the midft of^ 
tile tempeft, like thofb fights which pre-- 
'cede the* ceflTation of ftormis; ^nd S^hile 
they wiped away the^ tears 'of the tinfor- 
t^iiiate • Vendeans with one hand, they re- 
' preffed the efforts of thole ferocious anarcfHifts, 
whojhke devodring rkvens, ire gratifitd only 
whefr hovering x)ver^ human carcafles and' 

rivers 6f blood- ' 

* K. ^ ' * • ! ' ' ^ , ■ . 

♦ The Plan of this Work' is- as follows t 

^ Firft, What was tlie rondition, jiopula* 
tion; and ftate of :agTictrlture and commerce 
of the Vendee before the war*?^'w " "^ - - 

" Second, The hiftorical (ketch of that war? 

Third, 



INTRODUCTION. ' XXVll 

Third, What is the prefent flate of the 
Vendee ? 

Fourth, Which are the moft efFedtual means 
of reftoring what that country has loft, and 
even of increafing its agriculture and com- 
merce fo as to carry them to the high^ft 
pitch of ipleridour ? 

I have undertaken only a Iketch of this 
fubjeft, leaving it to be difcuffed more fully 
by able pens. If my ideas towards pro-' 
mioting the welfare of my country are ap- 
proved of by Government ; if they are fol- 
lowed by one law, one meafure, favourable 
to thofe whofe caufe I plead, I fhall con- 
fider myfelf repaid for my labour, and fhall 
find my reward/ in the happincfs of the 
whole. • 
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C H A P T E R I. 

OR^TGIK of TH» VBN^fiA-KS. 

Jt may pethaf)s be deemed extraordinary that 
I {hoold aifign an origiil to the Vendeans, different 
from that which is ccrmrhon to the French : but 
when V9t meditate on the figure, manners, and cha- 
rafter of this people', it witl be difficult to confider 
them as any other than the defcendant& of thofe 
Scythian nations, which under tlie reigns of the laft 
Emperbrs of the Weft, overran Italy and the 
€ratils. Sigebert, Bafdnius, author oi the Annals 

B of 
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of Aquitain, and ' Gregory of Tours, inform us, 
that in the third and fourth ages of the Chriflianera, 
an army of Huns, Vandals, and other barbarous 
tribes, commanded by their king Chroccus, affifted 
and augmented by a horde of Pids, whofe Scy- 
thian origin was alfo common to the Huns ; 
after having l^d wafte part of the Eaftern pro- 
vinces of France, fell upon the coaft, and pillaged and 
ranfacked Poitou. Thefe barbarians, did not long 
remain matters of the provinces which they had 
conquered. Defeated by the troops fent againft 
them, the greateft part were deftroyed; and the 
remainder eftabliflied themfelves on the fea-coaft, 
in Lower Poitou, (the name given by the Pidts to 
Iheir conqueft) where they were enabled to receive 
afliftance from their countrymen, who had efla- 
bliftied themfelves in Scotland. In the confufion 
which reigns among authors who mention thefe 
eve,nts, it is not eafy for the reader to fix the exaft 
time of this invafion. If we are to credit Baro- 
niiis, it happened in the year 261; but other 
writers have dated it at the beginning of the fifth 
century. The latter account^feems the moft pro* 
bable to many modern hiftorians. However that 
may be,' It lis certain that the Huns, Vandals, and 
Pi<3:s, fubje&ed the weftern provinces .,of France, 
and that a part of them: eftabliflied themfelves 

in 
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in Lower Poitou and in the country of the Armo- 
rici, along the coaft of Brittany. It is to this 
point, which cannot be controverted, that we muff 
fix our attention. This fa£t has never met with 
any ferious oppofition; and is fpoken of by too 
many hifiorians to permit us to wichold our af- 
lent. I will venture to add, that even were writers 
not agreed on this fubjed, it would be impoffible to 
give credit to thie cbmmon origin of the Vendeans 
and of the reft of the French, Let them read the 
defcriptioi^ which Livy,^ Tacitus, Dion, Procupius, 
^nd Jomandes have left us of the Franks, the 
Gauls, and the different Scythian nations ^ let them 
compare theie with that of the Veitideans, and de- 
cide to which of thbfe nations th^y bear the greateft 
refemblance. > . ; ^ 



PE8CKIPTION OB" THE VBN0EAN8. 



The Vendean is of middling ftature, and welt 
made ; a large head, thick neck, of a pale com-^ 
plexion, black hair, and fmall but expreffive eyes ; 
fuch are the leading features of thefe people. 
Their ^nderftanding is ^OHifj.but foUd, their tem-i^ 

B 2 pec 



per is generous but ir^fiui}^}^ ; ^w coifiDeptiom 
kfs. quick tl^ftn juft ^ fajthfyl toth^ireag^ments ; 
with iimp}^ ahdfivfsp pvnr^ n^^mimis s a firong at- 
taqbmei^ ^ ff^igiQpsi^ltijdtfiQtis ; snjextraordinary 
^fgr^jof^^yrpity^; ^W f^fewied by a gaat hc-i 
lif^yok^cf $r J^ftd^ more fitted for moderate thou^ 
hfk ll/^^tlv& ^e^ployjnpnt, dmt for difficult 1&- 
b.our J a tpti^ ii^i^r^Qce for the pleafures of 
^e table, -, gtj^^% imfgrity in 'eomtn^rce ; little 
aptitude ferth^P ftne Arts, but much for the ab^ 
&X!^ kknccs i pf a bilious md melancholy habit 
^ bpd.yi with no pfailofophical principle, but a 
4iSdi^infof life,, and fipical contempt of death; 
flowlof d^eifion in\the ordinary occurreqps c^ life, 
bpt capabl^e, ujider .the* impulfe of paffion, of the' 
moft ardent aftivity, and of the moft heroical ex« 
ploits : fuch is the charafter of the Vendean.* 

The 

* I fliall here prcfent the reader with a (ketch of the cha- 
ra^ker of the Gauls amd alfo of the Franks. 

" The Gauls are fair and of large ftature, they have natu- 
rally red hair, are ready to take up arms, but their courage 
f^fa^l^esftli/eai ^thp firft repulfcj.ancj th^ want fpii^ ^ad' re- 
folution i^ deftatf At the onfet ttiey are more )i.kie liop^ tl|an 
men, but at the fecond, they are worfe than wornea." 

POLYBIUS/ CESAR, STRABO, ANI> LIVY. 

•** The Franks are of lofty ftature, light hair, and" blue eyes. 

They unite vigor aind ^th^'\f[^iyy to grace* and beauty. 

' ^ Fond 
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The reader will not expeft every inhabitant of 
ihe Vendue to anfw«r this defcription. A traveller 
who (hould furvey thefe countries, and find fome 
df the people large, fair, and fprightly, in a word^ 
not anfwering to the iketch I have 'given, will per- 
haps fufped that Lhave b^n miftcJcen ; but I ap- 
peal from this decifion to the enlightened obferver, 
who, for many years has inhabited the country, 
and fubmit, without appreheniion, to the judg- 
ment he (hall forqi. 

We find indeed amidft the ancient conquerors of 
lower Poitou, a mixed race, defcended from 
fome remaiiis of the ancient inhabitants, from the 
Vifigoths, who were eftabliflied there for fo long a 
time, and perhaps, from fome defcendants of thofe 
Franks who accompanied Clovis to the conqueft of 
Aquitain : but the greater part of the inhabitants 
bearing a refemblance to the foregoing defqription, 
we may, without fear of contradiftion, affert that 
they have a Scjrthian origin. 

Fond of war and fpoil, they 'cannot bear the name of peace, 
and feem bound together by one common ardor." 

CLAUDIAN, EUMENIUS, AND 4tfDONIUS-APEOLLINARIU8. 

Let the reader compare thefe defcriptions with that I have 
^vcfk of tbf Vendf an^ and decide for himfel£» 

Upon 
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Upon the whole, in penifing this Chapter, the 
reader will be convinced that the Vendeans inherit 
more of the virtues than the vices of their anceftors* 
Be that as it may, have they loft, or have they gained 
by this origin ?«I leave the reader of this Hiftoncal 
Eflay to determine the queftion. 



v 
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CHAPTER II. 

SXTBKT, POPULATION, AND COMMERCE OF THE 
VENDUE PREVIOUS TO THB WAR, 

IT is rather difficult to fix any precife bounds 
to the Infurgent Country known under the name 
of the Vendue. The greater part of the towns, 
fuch as Fontenay> ia Chateigneraie, Brefluire, and 
Thouars, having taken ho part in the infurre6tion 
of the fuTTOunding Communes, it would feem un- 
juft to enumerate them in the lift of the Vendean 
or infurgent diftriAs. Neverthelefe, in order to 
fix fome limit to the feat of this War, I am com- 
pelled to lay dbwn as its boundary, from fouth- 
weft to north, the courfe of the Loire, from Saumur 
to Nantes ; and from north to eaft and fouth, the 
great road from Saumur to Rochelle. At the fame 
time, I muft inform tho reader, that nearly a fourth 
of this territory took no aftive part in the plans of 
the Vendeans, and that on the contrary the inha- 
bitants of the greater part of the towns* included 
in this fpace enlifted in defence of the Republic. 
I fliall, ncverthelefe, ftyle this country the Vendee 

for 
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for reafons I have juft given. This territory con- 
tains nearly eight hundred and fixty fquare leagues, 
in which are iituated feven hundred communes, 
iivhofe population be^^re the war$ was eftimated at 
eight hundred thoufand inhabitants. The popu- 
lation of fuch a fertile tountry, would without 
doubt have been much naore confiderable, ha4 
the Intendants who were in pofleffion of the go- 
vernment thought proper to give it more of their 
attention; but altogether employed in the immediate 
produce of their capitals, they never dreamt of the 
refources which were to be drawn from the fertility 
of the Soil ; nor had their predeceflbrs regarded 
this part of their adminiftration as of any import* 
ance^ or as an objeft the kaft capable of improve- 
ment. The intendants, it is true, were not the 
only perfons to be blamed for this negleft, for it 
muft be admitted, that at that pKriod, plans of 
agricultural improvement, from which our neigh- 
bours have reaped (o many advantages, were 
totally unknown am^ong us. Trifies had too much 
engaged our attention to fglBfer us to dwell vmU 
complacency on any thing which) bore the marks 
of utility. If an intendant ^mj^loyed the refources 
of a whole prbvince to build a theatre in its capital 
to lay out a magnificeAC fii^uace, or to decorate 
a public garden, he wsis Atfe of g^tmng ge(neraL 

confideration 
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• 

cpnfideration and efteem ; his naUie, infcribed on 
thofe gaudy monuments, was crowned with immor- 
tality. On the contrary, had he employed this 
money in the clearing of land, in opening of 
canals, in drainixig marfhes, or in other objefts 
of public utility, he would have been treated as 
an innovator, or as an economift i^ his avarice and 
pitiful conceptions been the fubjeds of aniraad-^ 
yerfion and ridicule; he would have been at- 
tacked in pamphlets and lampoons^ and, after 
having been overwnelmed by the cenfurcs of the 
.mofl coniiderable perfons in the province, he 
would have been recalled and difgraced. by the 
court. The inonsurchy in Frsmce under this point 
of view, refembled a ftripling, who found nothing 
great that did not dazzle, and nothing ufeful that 
was not covered with gold or filver lace. 



Utilium tardus provifor,. prodigus aeris. 

Under the adminifhation of fuch intendants, 
the Vendue could never rife to any degree of 
great improvement, and with every kind of plenty 
at home there was no exportation for their fu« 
perfluities; comitierce was ftagnant, and induf- 
try fettered at every ftep. Thus abandoned, 

^ dcQkmfi 
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deftitute of aid or influence; deprived of ibc 
foftering care of Government^ without which a 
province is as it were a defert, how was it poffiUe 
that the population of this country fliould have 
increafed. The Vendfe in this ftate refembled 
Holland, under the government of the Houfe of 
Burgundy; like this country it was poor, defpifed, 
as it were unknown, and> in ibort» fcarcely 
thought worthy of being numbered in the Kfk 
of provinces* ' There is a flriking refemblance 
in feveral points between the fate of Holland 
and th^t of the Vendee. If, when roufed from 
long and disgraceful ilumbers,* the Dutchmeii 
feveral times carried terror into tbe ibrmidable 
empire of PhiKp IL the Vcndean, afliamed <^ 
the yoke under which France groaned from the 
oppreffion of > Robefpierr e, has with equal ardbr^ 
by prodigious eflR)rts, and innun^erable aftions 
of heroifm, fhaken his cololSy power. Happy 
had the country na icauie to flied tears over 
its triumphs, and equally haj^y if the Jacobins 
had been the only vi&ims of the diiafbous and 
difgracefrjl war, which they had provoked^ / 1 am 
far from being of the feme opinion with diofe 
revolutionary philofophersi, who have ihf^ed that 
kirurredion agdnft tyranny is the m.oit; &ctcA wi 
duties. The]^ litde fufpeded. when- they ad^ 

vanced 
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vanced this propofition that a part of France 
would fholtly turn this erroneous principle againft 
ihemfelves, and that the blood of thoufands of 
Frenchmen would mark its error and abiurdity. 
But to return to my fubjed. 

The reader will bear in mind the limits { 
have laid down for the Vendue. Before we Ipeak 
of its produftions and commerce, I (hall divide 
it into two parts, in order to facilitate my .o\y 
iervations. 1 (hall therefore call the country 
fituated oo^ this fide the Sevre Nantaife, the 
Xa)wer Vendue, and that on the oppofite fide of 
the fame river, the Upper Vendue 

Although thefe two divifions refemble each 
other ia the charadter, the manners of their 
inhabitants, and fome of their productions, there 
is a confiderable difference in the nature and 
fertility <rf' their foiL The Lower Vendee, fituate4 
on. the fea coafl, was nothing more than a long 
range of mar(hes, froni which is extrafted excellent 
/alt, and which produces wheat of the firft quar 
iity, flax, hemp,'draught-horfes, and a few fheep 
and oxen. That part moft remote from the 
fea, produces excellent rye, timber for . building, 

an4 



19 new OF t6b cirtL 

and fire wood, of which the country near the 
fea is deftitutc. 

The Upper Vendue produces rye of the firft 
quality : it alfo rears excellent mules, which cbm- 
penfate to the inhabitants the want of draught > 
liorfes, and which being in high repute, sure pur- 
chafed at a dear rate by the Spaniards at the &irs 
of Champ-Deniers. Some cantons aHb rear fheep, 
which for fize, quality of the fleece, and good- 
nefs of flefh, vie with the moft cfteemcd in 
France : * Thefe flieep are fent tp ^Plaris, for the 
confumption of the Metropolis, and their wool is a 
confiderable objeft of commerce with the neigh^ 
bouring departments. The fat oxen, with which our 
largeft cities are fupplied, of whofe fucculent juices 
the Englifh are fo proverbially fond, and on which 
foreigners in general place £> much value, are 
reared in this diftrid,. which alfo farniflies Nor- 
mandy and the reft of France with draught- oxen -, 
theie after three years growth are taken out 
of their rich paftures and fent into the interior 
provinces, where they are employed in j^r- 
cukure. 

♦ The fhccp bred m the mountaing ot Mort^gne arc 
held in the higheft effimatioiu 

The 
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The fine thread, called dougyy employed in the 
manu&ftories of Chollet in making fine handker- 
chiefs, is fpun fi'om the flax of the Upper Vendue, 
which, as well as the hen^, is.coniidered as much 
fuperior to that grown in the lower part: and 
to form an idea of the prodigious quantity of 
wood with which this country is covered, the 
reader need only be informed that timber and 
fire wood are at a much cheaper rate than in any 
t)ther part of France* Holland is alfo fupplied 
from the northern part with white wines and brandy, 
which, conveyed in carriages to Montrieul Bellay, 
are embarked on the Thou^, and conveyed from 
Saumur to Nantes, where the merchants firei^c 
theif veflfels with thefe commodities, fiefides 
thefe neceflaries of life,' the inhabitants gather 
a prodigious quantity of chefnuts, and apples, 
of which they make excellent cyder : their nu- 
merous dairies fiirnifli them with butter far fupe- 
rior to the beft in Brittany ; and the country 
^Ifo fupplies them with buck wheat, millet and 
turnips, oh which they feed their cattle. 
■■ /" 

On comparing the refpeftive advantages which 
their different produftions give to the Upper 
and Lower Vendee, it is /difficult to decide which 
is moft favoured by Nature. The ineftimable 

advantages 
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advantages which the Lower Vendue derives frem 
its vicinity to the.fea, fpem at firft fight to de- 
cide in its favor ; but if we confider the pcfti- 
lential vapours which exhale from its marlhes, 
and the unwholefome qualities of its waters*, we 
muft admit, that thefe advantages are dearly pur- 
chafed. 

. It muft be allowed, however, that the natives 
live to nearly the fame age as the inhabitants 
of the other provinces, and that the noxious 
air and unwholefome waters have no influence^ 
except in perfons unaccuftomed to the climate. 

The Upper Vendue is watered by four or five 
rivers, of which the Thou^ and the Sevre-Nan- 
taife are thp mod confiderable, and a great num- 
ber of fprin^ and fountains are alfo included in 
this diilrict. 

The. Lower Vendue is more favored in this 
refpedt than the Upper. Befides a great number 
of rivers, fuch as the Sevre, Niortaife, Authiel, 

* The infecEted air of the marfhes and the corrupted 
water which the inhabitants are under the neceffity of drink- 
ing, operated as fetally on th^ Republican army as the 
followers^ of Charette* 

and 
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and the Vendue, which run acrofs the country, 
it is bounded on one fide by the Loire, and on 
the other by the Sea. 

' When we* confider thefe numerous advantages, 
we might be perniitted to affirm, that this beau- 
tiful country might be made the moft flourilhing 
part of France. 

Before we fpeak of the commerce, the exports, 
and imports of the V6nd^e, I ought to inform 
the reader, that the account already before him, 
as well as that which follows, is applicable only 
to the ftate of the country previous to the cruel 
war which has covered it with ruins and aflies. 
Notwithftanding the benevolent efforts of the 
magiftrates which the government has chofen 
for the adminiftration of this province, many 
years muft pafs before the dreadful wounrfs in^ 
flifted on its trade, population, and means of. ex- 
iftence can be healed, uhlefs the government, laying 
afide all feeble palliatives, fhould adopt a general 
plan of reftoration, which as yet a deftruftivc 
war has not permitted it to accompHfli. 

1 
.Previous to, the. war, the Vendue exported 

annually nearly five hundred thoufand quintals 

of 
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of com, three part3 of which were rye,* fixty 
tboufand quintals[$ of hemp and flax» two thoufand 
and ninety ditto of wool, fix thoufand head of 
cattle, twenty thoufand draught-oxen, three thou- 
£ind draught-horfes, two thouiand mules, ten 
thoufand fquare metres;^ of plank and timber, 
twenty-five thoufand fteres -f* of fire wood, eight 
liundred quintals of charcoal, twenty-fix thou* 
fand ditto of hay, twenty-fix thoufand ditto 
of butter and more than one hudred thoufand 
of fait, exclufive of the fiftiery, chefiiuts, millet, 
and other inferior forts of provifions, for which 
there was a confiderable (ale. 

With all thefe advantages, I am perfuaded 
that this commerce is capable of flill greater 
cxtenfion. ^ , 

The importations of the Vendue, before the 
war, for its internal confumption, were ten thou- 
fand hogOieads of wine; fince the peace, this 
confumption is reduced a tenth, winch is a fevere 

^ ♦ Vide Chapter XL 
5 A quintal weighs one hundred pounds Engliih. 
t A metre is fomewhat more than three feet Engliih. 
•f A fiere is fomewhat more than a cube of three feet 

Wo\v 
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blow tx) the trade of the neighbouring depart- 
ments; it imported likewife all the clothing of 
the inhabitants, as well as ftuffs, iilks, cottons^ 
printed calicoes, painted cloths, faftians, drefited 
hides, iron, fteel, brafe, pewtetj lead, caps, hats, 
filk ftockings, fugar^^l, medicinal and other dru^, 
all forts of groceries, all kinds of articles d[ gold 
and filver, and in fhort, almoft every (pecies oS 
manufafture and commerce, pofleffing no oibei? 
manufaftories than thofc of paper fabricated a& 
Monagne, and of handkerchief at ChoUet. 

The reader will oWerve from what has bee» 
advanced, and by comparing the amount of the 
importations with the exportations, dedii^ing the 
cxpence of cakivatian and maintenance from tha 
latter, that there remains but little advantage to 
the Vendean on the fcore of commerce. According 
to the calculatbn I have made, the benefit 
fcafcely exceeds a twentieth part. The caufes^ of 
this are, 

Firft, The want of great roads, and even of 
pathways. 

Secondly, The want of manufaftures and navi- 
gable rivers in the interior of the country. 
... D Third, 
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Thkdly, The carelefsnefs and inattention of 
government. 

The Vendue therdforc was not rich in coin, fincc 
the inhabitants gave with one hand what they re- 
ceived with the other. Having no great capitalifb 
among them, they could not engage in exteniive 
commercial concerns. Remedy the defe&s I have 
ftated, and the exports of the Vendue will foon 
increafe in a tenfold proponion, its imports will 
fenfibly diminifh, or at lead be confidered lefs bur- 
denfome, and the country now miferable and ex^ 
haufted will become rich and flourilhing. 

The plans which muft be put in execution to 
attain this defirable end, (hall be the fubjed of 
the following pages. I have hitherto given a flate- 
the population and commerce of the Vendee pre- 
vious to the war. Its ftate fince the war fliall be 
treated of, after giving an hiftorical fummary of the 
three campaigns, which have laid this unfortunate 
country in ruins. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER III. 

WAB. IN THE VENDUE. CAMPAIGN OF 1792. 

AlTHO;XJGH I (hall not pretend to write the 
hiftory of the civil war which has defolated the 
Vendue, nor do I think the time is yet come when 
its hiftory ought to be written, I cannot forbear 
giving at leaft a flight fltetch of thefe dreadful 
tranfaftions. ' This war is too nearly connefted 
with the fubjedb of which I am treating, to fuffer 
me to pafs it by unnoticed; and it would be wpong 
to conceal the caufes, when I am fpeaking of its 
eifed. I enter, therefore, on this painful task by 
recommending myfelf to the indulgence and im.- 
paniality of my reader. lam confcious that at 
every ftep I take, I (hall be contradifted by num- 
bers, who will all declare themfelves to have been 
eye , witnefles*. To fuch I (hall anfwer before- 
hand, 

* When the 6a(HHe was taken, more than a thoufa'nd cye- 

witnefles, who narrated the circumfiaaces of this capture, 

D a gava 
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hand, that thofe from whom I have coIIe6^ed 
thefe fads, have been alfo to my certain know- 
ledge eye witnefles, «vho have appeared to me fo 
much the more worthy of credit, as they have 
conflantly lived in the Vend^ during the whole 
of the war, and could have no intereil in de* 
ceiving me. 

I have already mentioned the gloomy difcontent 
which prevailed in the Vendue, from thecommence- 
xncnc of the revolution. Attached by habit and 
cuftoQi to their ancient inftitution$, thefe limple pro- 
vinciais did not view without horror the fall of the 
ancient monarchy, and the religion of their fathers 
iapped to the very foundation. Friends to order> 
xh^y beheld nothing in the revolution but anarchy 
^nd confufion, and whilft the msyority of the I\rench 
liilened with enthufiafm to the flattering hopes of 
their reprefentatives, ^d really believed that they 



gave us as ipany different accounts of the tranfa£tions. The 
caufe of this variety in their accounts arifes, perhaps, from 
(he waiit of judgnient in tfaofe different wknefics. Each 
h9i fixQd bis attentkui oo fame fiogle ciccumflaBce; no on^ 
liad ti^ken in the whole of the operations and movennents. 
From what I have faid, therefore, it refults, that the evidence 
of pne ciiilighteped ob&rver is pfeferahle to d^t of a Uaouf^nd 
ipatteJitive fpe^ators, 

had 
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had already attained feveral of the promifed benefitSj 
the Vendcan loudly murmured at the progrefs of 
impiety and injuftice, and declared in the jargon of 
his country that all the diforder woul4 lead to nothing 
good. This gloomy difcontent, the forerunner of the 
ftorm, and which was treated with contempt, might 
have been appeafed at firft ; but the jacobins who 
had seized upon the revolution, and who, intoxi- 
cated with power, feared no obftacle to their ambi- 
tious plans, thought no other meafure neceflary, in 
order .to bring this corner of France to reafon, than 
to fend two sans^culottes miffionaries thither * ; they 
could not conceive that fo wretched a caste could 
refift fuch alluring baits as the deftruftion of the 
land-owners, or refufc to take what was fo freely 
ofiered to them ^ in a word^ they deceived them- 



♦ The two /anS'Ctdottes miffionaries to \irhom the author 
alludes were Genfonn6, deputy from the Giroiide» and ^ne of 
of the moft refpe£lable members of the firft Legtflative 
body: the other was Gallois, late envoy to England, and 
now member of the Tribunate. Genfonn^ fuifered' death 
with the twenty-two deputies of the party called Girondif}, 
who wer^ the avowed enemies of the Jacobins. Thefe 
men fo well fucceeded in their million at the time, that 
having pacified the country, they returned to Paris with the 
honorable title given them by the inhabitants of die Vend&, 
•f ** Angels of peace".— ^o/* ^tie^ Trm^tm. 

fei?e$ 
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, (elves, and their miftake has co(t us nearly as much 
blood as the (hooting and drowning (cenes and other 
horrors which, for fo long a time, defolated France. 

The paffions of the Vendeans were already in- 
flamed. Difcontented with the government, and 
abhorring its bloody principles, the greater part of 
the decrees againft the clergy were regarded by 
them as fo many crimes. Neverthelefs, pondering 
in their hearts the projefts which they had planned, 
they remained filent obfervers of the quarrels between 
the expiring monarchy and the infant republic. 
With fuch difpofitions, a fpark was only wanting 
to produce the explofion, and in 'the fermentation 
which prevailed in France at that time, with thou- 
fands of firebrands croffing each other firom every 
direction, this fatal fpark was not long concealed. 

At length, the fatal epocha of terror took place ; 
the jacobins declaring that nothing was wanting 
to Frenchmen but bread and the fword, feized on 
the property of the rich, rolled in debauchery 
and dfunkennefs, and, under the guife of Spar- 
tans, furpaflfed in their nocturnal orgies the 
fenfuality of the Sybarite.. All thofe wha were 
not of their party, were profcribed by thefe 
fanatical apoftles of equality, thrown into dun- 
geons 
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geons in the name of libeny, and flaughtcred, 
tvhile their murderers were invoking univerfal 
fraternity. Thefe new Phaetons, with ignorance 
equal to their cruelty, by their unikilful manage- 
ment of the car of government, roufed againft them 
all the neighbouring nations, and by their folly 
lighted up a general flame which, perfiaps, would 
ftill have confumed Europje. if the hand of an hero 
had not at length extinguifhed it. * 

No fooner did the Vendeans, experience the terrible 
cfFedts of this deftructive fyftem, than roufed by 

* I did nQt wait to manifeft. nff admiration for this, great 
roan till he was placed at the head of government. ' On the 
taking of Mantua I addrefled an ode to him. 

Note rfthe AMthw, 

Many Ihared the admiration of the author at the epocha he 
mentions ; but the impartial reader will recollect that when 
Bonaparte was placed at the head of government, the greater 
part of the coalition had been filenced, and the iifue of the war, 
£rom the events which had thea taken place, was no ionger 
dotibtful. With refpeA to the Jacobins exciting the Po- 
tentates of Europe by their cruelties, it mud be remem- 
bered, ' that the war broke out during the monarchy, and 
that the manifefto of the Duke of Brunfwick preceded the 
reigii of terror. The Author feems to have miflaken the 
efe6^- for' the caufe, and in YiX^iA,^ agaipit Jacobinifm, to 
liave; confounded very oppofite parties and epochas in. the 
Cevplutioa.— -Nb/tf of tbt Tranjlatau 

the 
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the i)ld leaven which had fo long fermented amongft 
thrai, they flew to arms, without confidering the 
frightful precipice on which they flood, or the dread- 
ful wounds they were about to inflift on their country. 

The firft fpark of this dreadful conflagration 
difplayed itfelf in the Lower Vendue. The 
hiftory of the hair drefler, named Gafton, is too 
well known to need repetition here; it will be 
enough to obferve, that from this inftant the in- 
furreftion aflumed a moft formidable afpeft. 
The firft body of republican troops fent againft 
the infui^ents were completely defeated, and this 
event, while it ferved to increafe the courage of 
the conquerors, ftruck a mortal blow at France. 
In an inftant, the infurredion fpread through the 
whole of the Lower Vendue ; the greater part of 
the towns excepted, the inhabitants of which, more 
cautious and prudent, not only refufed to join^ 
but even made fevcral efforts to cruflx this infur- 
reftion in its infmcy. A great number ofx:ltizens» 
alio, averfe to diforder and bloodflbed, fought re- 
fuge from the impending ftorm in the neigh- 
t)ouring departments. 

The Upper Vendue w*s in infucrcftion at 
almbft the fame iiiftant. The requifition of 

thirty 
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mirty thoufiuid tQen had irritated ia a fiogujiar 
degree the inhabitants of this part of France^ 
They had prefuoaed that their remaining quiet wa$ 
a fufficieni aft of complaifance towatda the revo- 
lution, but to be called on to defend an adnuiul^ 
tration they abhorred was deemed an ad o^ ab- 
furdity and infelcnqe. 

Itie purfuit direded a§^inft the refradory 
{ntlitia, was the fignal of general revolt. The 
ordeis for thefe perfecutions had been fcarcely 
dtfpatched fionoi Cbatillon and BrelSuire, when 
tbeCe two towns found themfelves almoD: inftantly 
furrounded by an innumerable number of half^ 
armed pcafanc$, without leadersj^ without a^iy 
fetded plan, without any motive than that of 
intimidating l^ the difplay of their numbers^ 
andt in ihort under the idea that the capture 
of Brefiuire and Cbatillon would fpread alarm 
throughout France,* and caufe the decrees Qf which 
they complained to be repealed. 

ChatiUon, carried by tliefc numberiefs hordes^ and 
Brefiuire, clofely preifed, demanded ^d in the moil 
urgent manner from the neighbouring towns and 
even froni diir adjoining departments. The go«* 
iremment, jili i;his moment, feemed to have taken 

JO no 
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ho notice of them, as the revolt in the Lower 
Vendue had caufed but little fenfation at Paris ; 
but on the news of this (econd infurredion, the 
capital, the provinces, the fuperior officers c^ the 
army, and every perfbn took the alarm. 

In an inftant the roads were lined with National 
Guards, the only moveable troops at that time, and 
the general rendezvous was fixed at Brefluire. 
This town withftood the daily attacks of the 
infurgents, and bravely feconded by the two com- 
panies of chafleurs and grenadiers of Thouars, 
the guard of Airvaut, and other patriots, defended 
itfelf with courage and (uccefs. In the mean time 
the departmental National Guards haflened firom 
all quarters, and in a (hort time reached the gates 
of Brefluire, The battle which enfued did not 
laft long ; the Vendeans were completely routed 
and put to flight. I have already ftated that they 
were without plan, or any fixed leader. The 
commanders were divided among themfelves, and 
had not the fmaliefl: idea of adting together; 
from the commencement of the engagement they 
fought only for their refpedtive fafety, leaving the 
greater part of this ill-armed mafs, a prey to 'the 
patriots, who prefled thepi on mil fides, and 

.( cut 
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cut to pieces without mercy all who had not 
e(caped. 

I fhall not attempt to paint the horrors which 
flaiped this victory, and (hsdl pa& over in filence 
the murder of women and infants, whpfe mangled 
limbs, fluck on the points of bayonets, were 
carried about in triumph. . .Unhappilyt thefe 
horrors are infeparable from civil war, and in 
general are the deeds of a few mifcreants, and 
not of the major part of; the army ; it would 
therefore be an injuftice to impute it to them. I 
fhall here mention one fact in fupport of what 
I have advanced, when I fpoke of the character 
of the Vendeans, and which will ifirve to Ihovf 
to what a length they carried that unconquerable 
ftubbornefs^ and floical contempt of death which 
I have already noticed. 

After 'the battle of Breffuire, pardon and life 
had been offered to a great number of thefe 
miferable people, on condition of crying vive 
la Natick ; a few fubmitted to it, but the reft ob-^ 
. ftinately refufed the proffered pardon, . and threw 
themfelves on their knees, ready to receive the fatal 
blow ; aftd without difplaying the fmalleft emotion, 
requefted no other favour, than that, after death 

D a their 
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"^ their bodies mi^t be cavescA widi a fuftcieut 
quantity of earth to prefect them from the voiacitf 
of dogs and wolves. This trut, which occurred 
kwrel times during die war, has been tefiified to 
tat by tnore than a hundred perfois, who wese 
eye witnefies. The fevohitionifts attiibiamed diis 
Ifxtraoiduiary firmnefs to fatiaticifai, « <enn nrfndi 
has been applied to the Cadiolic f eiigiaii> for (^me 
years paft ; but I think «v^ booeft iiind will 
view with admiration foch femtude in an i^ormt 
and low-bled peaiatlt, ef whi(& fAt Zenos and 
£pi(»etufes of o4d wore cmiy the malk. 

I xatimot hdj) notiting in 'this ffllace the ridi- 
culous tepoits circulated by thfe ^facobim 'at Paris, 
and whidh were credited by a ^at ^lumber dT 
the baSauds^ ; that the Vendeans knagined they 
fhould return to life again at the end t)f three 
days, and that the leaden bullets of their enemies 
wouM be changed into balls ^of cork. TheYcn- 
deatas were for a long ^^hile anxu&d wiith thefe 
ndicuious rftoiics, which «hofe who circulated tfaem 
difd not believe, but wkkfa it wsas their kmiseeSt to 
proiiiulg^. fiut toietura to my Ibb^ect. 

* A X^Tftidi ri^KuIe for z PtotfiaiH like thot^Oxdmqr 
fsr an iuhabitant of London. -^ 

• - Had 
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' Mad the patriotic army beta ikiifblly coti^* 
msaadcd^ the battle of Brefluire wxxald have put- 
sax end to the civil war. To efiect xhis, th^ 
had only to puniih a .few of the principal leaders^, 
ffsatt a general pardonto the ^ft^ eilahliih a iylitem 
yof prudence, good iaithi and of ievezaty tempered 
bf jxiercy and jtiftice, and Anally, ilatian a de* 
^acfament of oroops in each canton, to awe tiie 
«nal-conteftts. , * 

Such a line of conduct would have infallibly 
met with fliccefs but at this melancholy period, 
iew knew how to obey, and all were eager to 
comnmnd : the department^ the (difixicts« dbe 
wdUihfi^ die di&i£nt x:oawiilGioners^ the inferior 
offioers, and ev^n the privatje ibldier^ each in their 
^rn tkwarted die plans and ^iews of their generals, 
jkom <the pi^ference which th^ gave to their own. 
In a word, the anarchy of the capital iiad dif- 
fufed itfelf into the armies, and in thofe difaflrous 
tkaes, victory wa£ leis to be <attubuted to the 
jkxl&A condviot of our ^enprals, than to the in- 
vincible /Courage of ^our troops. 

The patriotic aomy, principally compofed of 
.fathers of families, inftead^of Allowing this plan, 

didated 
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dictated by prudence, abandoned the theatre ot 
war the inftant the firft tumuk . had fubfided. 
Anxious to fee their homes and families, each 
perfon carried back the news of their triumphs, 
and at length left only a fmall garrifon at Bref- 
fuire. Nothing could be more- impolitic than 
fuch conduct, as the event now proved; for the 
Vendeans, recovered from their firft alarm, flew 
to arms, and the war became more bloody 
than ever. 

To repair this fault, the government fcnt a 
general with troops to Chollet : General Ltgo- 
nier marched alfo with an army towards Vihiers. 
But too weak to ftem the torrent, thefe- troops 
only ferved to difcipline the rebels, in the num- 
ber of actions and fkirmifhes which had taken 
-place, and which were not attended with any de- 
cifive confequences. 

Meanwhile, BreflTuire, more prefTed than ever, 
implored again the affiftahce of her neighbours. 
The firft town that flew to her affifliance was 
Thouars. There was in that town at the time a 
chief of batallion named Quetineau, who was 
looked on by the inhabitants as their fellow- 
citizen'; he had obtdned leave to quit his regi- 

ment> 
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ment, which was then in the low countries, in 
order to fettle fome family affairs in Thouars.. 
The inhabitants thought it would be politic, con-' 
fidering the circumftances in which they were, 
placed, to choofe him commander of the National 
Guard. Knowing alfo the courage of this officer, 
the choice was unanimoufly aflfented to, and the* 
minifter of war, to whom a diipatch was fent, con- 
ferred on Quetineau the rank of Commandant 
General of the diviiion of Breffuire. When he 
reached this town he affembled about four thou-: 
fand men; but his firft exploits furniftied fufficient 
proofs of his incapacity *. Frequent Ikirmifhes, 
but none decifive ; bravery in both general and 
foldiers, but without any enlarged views, or {et- < 
tied plan of operations : fuch was the mode of con- 
dufting this war, and it might readily be perceived 
at firft fight, that the glory of pacifying the Vendte 
would not fall to the lot of fo inexperieitced a 
commander. 

On the other hand, the infurrection ia the 
department of the Maine and Loire, affumed an 

* Quetineau has feveral times declared that he had not 
abilities for a general; but it would have been equally 
difficult for a more experienced commander to have ter- 
minated this war, with an army as badly difcipliiied as 
that of which they had given him the command. 

afpeft 
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afpect ftill more ferious; Caehalineai^ Domagne^ 
and Bonchamps, ikilful and daring leaders, had 
infpired their fc4diers with an enthufiafm,. which 
the infurgents of the diffaria of CbatiUon had noc 
yet felt. The infurrection alfo mcreafed in the 
Lower Vcnd^ ; where Cfaarette, who had for fbme 
time refufed to declare in feivor of the royal pany, 
at length acceded to the wiflhes of the Vendeans, 
and took the command. In order to difcij^ine 
his army, he engaged every day in flight flLir-i 
miflies, the preludes of tbofe bloody battles which 
have more than once brought France to the very 
verge of ruin, and inflicted wounds, the fears of 
which will long remain. 



Although the plan which I have adopted does not 
permit me to enter into a minute detail of the events 
of which I have juft given a Ihort iketch, I flaitef> 
myfelf that the greater part of my readers will find 
their curiofity gratified by obfervirig in what manner 
and by what fteps, a Ipark kindled in a part of 
the Vendue produced a conflagration which had 
nearly fpread over the whole of France. 
. : In 
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Ia the courfe of the work, I have already Hated 
the caafes of this civil war ; I have (hewn by what 
means the firft infurredtion of 1792 was quelled « 
and the errors by which it was fuffered to revive 
A fatal prefumption plunged the whole of tht 
country into a terrible war, in which it has fpilled 
its bed blood ; nor was it conjectured that any 
Vendean would be daring enough to ereftjjie 
ftandard of revolt, after the dreadful examples, and 
fevere punilhments which had been inflifted on the 
rebels. Here was the miflake ; the fire was only 
covered with aflles, and the explofioo was great in 
proportion to the compreffion. The firfli blow pro- 
ceeded from the banks of the Lx>ire, from the 
town of St. Florent-le-Vieux. . 

On the 12th of March, 1 793, the young men of 
the neighbouring communes were ordered to af- 
femble in the diftrid of this town, to recruit the 
republican armies, and to form a part of the levy of 
three hundred thousand men. Enraged at this * 
order^ they affembled with the intention of catjfing 
it to be revoked, orof difputing its authority. The 
adminiftrators endeavoured to u(e the means of per- 
fuafion, but their attempts were interrupted by 
hii&ngs. A field-piece which was pointed againft 
the mutineersi only fefved to increafe their audacity^. 

f Th« 
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The difordcr grew more tumultuous; and the repub- 
lican commandant having ordered the cannon^to 
be fired, feveral of the young men were wounded: 
This blow ferved as a fignal ; the infurgents fell in 
crowds upon the republicans, and feized the field- 
piece ; after putting them to flight, the diftrift 
was plundered, the archives were deftrpyedy'the af- 
fifoats carried off, and thevidorious band pafTed 
the refl of the evening in the neighbouring public- 
houfes, finging their triumphs, and fpending the 
affignats. . ; 

. . The infurgents yifperfed the next morning, each 
one taking the road* to his own houfe. The infur- 
redion now feemed to have been over, and pro- 
bably nothing farther would have enfued, if one of 
the revolted communes, Pin-en-Mauge,^ had not 
numbered amongil its inhabitants, one of thofeenter- 
prifing heads and daring minds which fport with 
danger, and whofe proper element feems to be that 
of political flomis. Cathelineau' who, under the 
drefs of a carman, pofleflTed bodi elevation /of fen- 
timcnt and intrepidity of character, no fooner heard 
of the affair of St. Florent, than he conceived the 
projed of putting it to adyamage, and raiGng the 
whole, of the Vendue. Without^ calculating the 
chances of fo rafh an enterprife, withput comparing 
^ his; 
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his weak powers with^ the v^ refources of his 
advcrfaries, and without fathoming the depth of the 
abyfs into which he ihould plunge his fellow- 
citizens, this enthufiaft travcrfed the country, 
placed himfelf at the ^lead of the malcontents, 
formed an army, and urged them to refiftance. 
The poft of Jalais, advantageoufly fitiiated upon 
the heights of a chateau, in an intrenchmeiit 
defended by a fix pounder, called the Miffionary^ 
was guarded by a republican detachment of eighty 
men, who- did not in the leaft cxpeft an attack, 
when a confufed noife announced the appiroach 
of the enemy. - The ' republicans prepared for 
defence, and fired, but without woimding iany 
perfen ; the intrepid Cathelineau, at the head of 
two hundred men, who compofed his Ettle army, 
ordered the quick march, * In ten minutes the 
intrendhment was carried, the patriots put to 
flight, arid their chiefs xAade prifoners. * The enemy 
feized upon the cannon,, arms, and ammunition, 
but this was only a prelude to an engagenjeiit 
of more importance, for without allowing* his 
people time to MPefl:^ Cathelineau left Jalais at 
noon, and inarched towards Chemille, two- league 
diftant from the field of battle. This town wais 
defended 'by two hundred men and three cuJ- 
■ - F 2 verinea^ 
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verinesy and fecmcd out of the reach of z^ot^ 
die-main. 



The .enemy» however, continued to advance, 
while the republicans^ pointed their artillery, and 
endeavored to affright the rebels by a well adjuftect 
.fire. Without *ftopping to anfwer them wit^L the 
.piece they had captured at Jalais^ the i^ifurgents 
fell upon their adverfaries with impetuofity, and 
after a combat of half an hour, Cbemille wa» 
carried by f^orm. A great number of prifoners> 
the three Culverines, the ammunition, and a part 
of the muiketry, &U into the hand3 of the 
conquerors. 

Such wa^ ; the refuU of the iirfi.day. The 
.army of CathdineWf & ^w in number at firft^ 
,was now alimented by a croud of malcontents^ 
who waited only for an opportunity to declare 
themrelves5 and he be^a* to reckon hi^ troops 
-by thouiands,. 

On the i'5th of Mv^h, Cathelimau marched 
upon . CMlet ; whiJ{^ he was on the point of atr 
tacking this town, he was join^jd by a confiderablp 
Jbody of men brought frqm the environs of Mau-^ 
Jevrieji and commanded by Uie celebrated Stofflet. 

It 
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ii would liave been very; difficult for (b weak t 

gEurrifon as that of Chollet to m4ke any long re« 

£(bince againft a vidorious army, fo the engage* 

merit was fpeedily t^muiflted. The republicans, 

xouted at the firft attack, retreated into the town, 

into which the conquerors entered pell-mell widi 

them. The capture of Qiollei, hf reviving the 

reputation of the royalifi: army, provoked the in- 

furredion of the whole of the Vendue, and thy . 

war now affumed a diflFerent; afped. Hidierto 

the government had regarded the& rebellious 

movements only as partial diftorbapces very eafy 

<o be {upprefledj but^ after.diis blow^ th^y di£- 

<eovered that they had to quell a civil war, which 

threatened the deftrudton of the State. Inde- 

pendent of this thou^ds of recruits which, the 

conquerors gained by this vidory^ they took a 

«)nfiderable quantity of arms and ammunition^ 

'iind foar field pieces wkh \hit famous piece 

Marie- J^ni^^ The inde&tigaUe Cathelineau dl^ 

rected his marah the fdllowing day towards 

Vitriei^, which town wa3 the l^aie day evacuated ; 

-but the infurgents took nothing here except a few 

waggons loaded with the papers of the difirict« 

'of ^ which they made cartridges* After fo many 

engagements, the Vendeans? ftckxl hi need of x 

. - - . : littlft 
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little reft, and accordingly fepaiated, in order to 
fpend the week of :Low-Sunday. The different 
attacks of the republicans! had- been ineflkctive to 
lead them to change their plan; for feven hun^ 
dred men, who left Anglers, to fcour the countryv 
met with no refiftance, and it was therefore hoped 
that the conflagration, would be excingaifhed 
without any furthtf effea : but this hopefooa 
proved deceitftil. 

,' 

On the 9tb of April, the royalift army advanced 
upon ChoUet, and, after aflembling all their 
forces, marched on the i Lth towards Chemille. 
Four thoufand republicans, pofted in two columns 
defended themfelves wkh the greaoeft i:oiirage ; 
* but, : furrounded by a . fuperior force, .w^c at 
length compelled to yield. 'A thoufand men, 
(Captured or difabled, was the refult of .dbis victory. 
Meanwhile, the Vendeians, unable to undertake 
any further enterprize from their' wapt of powder, 
were obliged to fall back on Beaupreau, and 
from thence upon Tiffanges, in order to pr6yide 
themfelves with powder; and. recruits. An event 
&tal for the Republic relieved them ftom d^ 
cmbarraflment. , General Laroche- Jaquelin - had 
takc^i at the battle of . Aubiers feveral barrels of 
powder, and finding the army at Tiffange, he 

fhared 
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dared with it his ammunition. On the 17th 
of April, they, again marched to Chollet, of 
which four hundred grenadiers of Saumur had 
taken pofleffion ; thefe men, at the fight of fo 
fuperior a force, (hut themfelves up in the Chateau 
of Bois-Grotteau, where they were blockaded by 
the royalifts. 

) ■ . 
Meanwhile, the Government obferving the daily 
progrefi of the infurgents, took vigorous mea- 
fures to crufti the revolt. A confiderable army 
marched towards , Vitriers Jin front of the . Ven- 
deans, whilft another, no lefs formidable, advanced 
upon Bcaupreau to take them in rear. Itjad theic 
meafures been well executed they would infellibly 
have rooted out, the fpirit of rebellion; but 
events of a very different nature were deftined 
to take place. On the nineteenth the royalifts 
difcovered their enemies advancing upon them 
in the beft order poffible, on the fide of Vitriers. 
Cathelineau on this drew up his troops, and 
fell upon the republicans with an intrepidity 
which aftonilhed them : they nevehhelefs remained 
firm, and defended themfelves with bravery ; but 
furrovinded on all fides, attacked in front,, flank, 
and rear, ihey were obliged at length . to fly. 
The enemy piirfued, and made a great flaughter. 

' All 
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All their artillery and ammunition fell bto the 
hands of the conquerors, and at the conclufion 
of the engagement, the garrifon of Bois-Grotteau 
was obliged to furrender prifoners of war. 

During this time, the fecond republican army 
was making confiderablc progrefs on the fide of 
B^upreau ; detachments occupied Chemilie, 
St. Florcnt, and Mont-Reveau, when Cathelineau, 
coilecting his troops, arrived on the 23d of April, 
at Beaupreau, and offered battle to the enemy. 
The republicans fought with courage, but their 
bravery could have no effect on men, who fearing 
no danger, threw themfelves headlong upon their 
cannons and bayonets. They were forced to 
giv^ way, and, purfued by ►the enemy, were 
compelled to crofs the Loire, leaving the in- 
furgents in pofleffion of fix pieces of cannon, 
and feveral waggons loaded with gun powder: 
a lofs the more fatal, as it furniflied the Vendeans 
with new means of triumph. The fuccefs of 
this day at Be^aupreau, led the conqueron to fup- 
pofe that they were invincible, and fpread fuch 
a conflernation amohg the vanqui(hed, that for 
four months, they did not dare to advance into 
the country. After this vidtory, the royalifts 

returned 
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returned to their homes. On the 26th they re- 
ceived orders to mufter at ChoUet, which was 
the place of rendezvous for the projefted expe- 
dition againil Bxefluire, Argenton, and Thouars^ 
the fuccefs of which will be. fhown in the fol- 
lowing pages. I (hall finifh this digreffion, by 
obfervingthat the Generals Bonchamps and D'Elb^e 
firft carried arms in the Vendue, at the affair of 
Chcmill^, on the nth of April, 1793, and that 
Cathelineau was mortally wounded at the fiege 
q£ Nantes. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IV. 



CAMPAIGN OF lygS. (APRIL 25). 

W"E have now reached the Spring of 1793, 
a year that will be ever regarded in the annals 
of France, as one of the moft difaftrous epochas 
of its empire. 

I^ have before mentioned, that Bonchamps, 
Domagn^, and other chiefs had, as it were, or- 
ganifed and difciplined their tfoops in the various 
ikirmifties, of which Vitriers, ChoHet, and Coron 
had been the theatre, and where the firft en- 
gagements had taken place. Bonchamps had 
become matter of Chollet, and marched againft 
Ligonier, who, defeated in feveral engagiements, 
was obliged to retreat towards Dou6. Preffed 
on all fides, and too weak to contend with the 
infurgents, he ordered Quetineau to join him with 
his army, Inftead of taking the road, which, 

though 
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though the longeft, was the moft fafe, Quetineau, 
in obedience no doubt to the order of his general, 
ventured to crofs the enemy*s country.' He ac- 
cordingly direfted his march towards Aubiers, 
but was attacked unawares in- this village by a 
body of the rebels, and his army thrown into 
confufion. 

Quetineau performed prodigies of valour, and 
fought as a private foldier ; his valour was ufelefs, 
his orders were no longer obeyed, and the rout 
became general. The fate of his army would have 
been decided, had not a few regular troops formed 
th^mfelves* into a fquare battalion on the field of 
battle, a^ fuilained the fire of the enemy, until 
the fugitives had found fhelter in Brefliiire. This 
vidory of Aubiers, which fpirited up the Vendeans 
and gave them frelh courage, was only the prelude 
of thofe more brilliant aftions which railed the Ven- 
dee to the pinnacle of its gr^atnefs, but which, by 
exaggerating its hopes, haftened its ruin. Laroche- 
Jaquelin, a celebrated chieftain of whom we (hall 
hereafter have occafion to/fpeak, carried arms 
for the firfl time in this engagement. Meanwhile 
Quetineau, haraffed, difcouraged, continually con- 
tradicted and even infulted by an undifcipline4 
troop of JViarfeillais who had joined him at Brefluire, 

G 2 after 
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after the defeat of Aubiers, and fearing that he 
(hould be blocked up "in a town that was open and 
defencelefs).re{blved to evacuate this weak pofl^, 
and retreat to Thouars. This town, built upon 
a hill» almofl entirdy furrounded by the river of 
'Thou^, formed a military pbft, one of the beft in 
the whole of the Vendee*. It was a. wife meafure 
in Quetineau to take poiTeflion of th^s place, 
and he had juft time fufficient to put his plan in 
execution ; for the day after he left Brefllitre, it wai 
taken by twenty-five thoufand of the enemy ; 
Argenton furrendered alfo the titxt day, and 

* There is not k town in d-devant Poitbu, more capabte 
of being fortifiedi ahd whoie pofition is fo ftroag as that of 
Thouars. Sitpated on a hill commanded by no fu|>enor 
height, it is watered by the Thoud, which is fordable only 
in one place, and running in a crooked diredtion, defends 
the fouthern and Weftem fides. This ancient town was 
formerly regarded as the key of Anion and Poitoii. We read 
in the annals of Nicholas Giiles, that the famous Pepin, during 
the war againfl Gaifr^ duke of Aquitain, chofe the town of 
Thouars, at that time known by the name of Theodad, as his 
dep6t. It fuflained a year's fiege againft the famous Du 
Guefclin,and what will fufficientlylhew the importance attached 
to the capture of this place, is that thfe old king £dward III. 
who had received with indifference the account of the furrender 
of Niort, Saint- Moifcnt, Fontenay, and even Poitiers, the 
inftant he w^s ijiformed of this place being befieged, flew to 
its aHillance with eight}- ihips. 

the 
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the greater part of the garrifon was mafiacred. 
In (hort, on the 5th of May, the Vendean army, 
reinforced by more than ten thoufand men, and 
commanded by Bonchamps, D'Elb^e, Laipche* 
Jaqueline, and Lefcures, whofe prefence infpired 
them with frefh ardor, boldly advanced towards 
Thouars. In the lift of their chiefs was the 
celebrated Stofflet, whom capricious fortune had 
raifed from the fituation of game-keeper, to the 
civil and military command of a province. Never 
had the Vendeans, fmce the commencement of 
the war, feen any army fo numerous, nor fo well 
fupplied with arms and artillery. The enemy 
could enter Thouars only by two* bridges, which 
were ordered to be cut,, and by a ford, fituated 
below the village of Verinc. Quetineau had oc- 
cupied this pofl with the beil of his troops, and 
the remainder of his army was drawn up in line 
of battle, b about the diftance of a cannon (hop 
from the walls of the town. His army was 
compofed of about fix thoufand men, sA de*- 
termined to perform their duty: the event of 
the battle evinced the folly of his arrangement. 
At fix o'clock in the morning, Thouars was 
attacked, and a numerous colupin of the Ven- 
deans advanced to the above-mentioned ford. 
The irepublicans^ refilled fuccefsfully this attack, 

and 
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and would , without doubt have maintained the 
poll, had they received timely affiftance, and 
likewife if the cavalry of Bonchaniips had not fwam 
acrofs the river, and taken them in flank. Thi$ 
movement threw the patriotic pany into con- 
fufion, and nearly half of them fell at the poft 
they had fo bravely defended. The enemy, mat- 
ters of the paflage, pufhed forward to the walls, 
whilft Stofflet by a falfe attack on the new bridge, 
kept in check a part of Quetineau's force. This 
general difplayed more jcoolnefs on the above 
occafion than he did at the battle oiF Aubiers. 
Followed by a part of his army, he fpared the 
rebels half the road, and a battle enfued, the 
fate of which hung doubtful for feveral hours- ^ At 
length the Vendeans, who were in • much greater 
numbers, by extending their front, formed a kind 
of femicircle, and hemmed in the republicans^ 
who, prefled on all fides, retreated fighting, but 
were ii the end compelled to fly for fafety into 
the ^mparts of the town. The general, had 
preferved his courage and coolnefs during the 
adion, but the inftant he perceived his men falling 
back on all fides, he was confufed, and infl:ead 
of direfting the retreat towards Loudun and 
Poitiers, he gave no orders, but fhut himfelf up 
in the town, which was carried by aflauk^jn about 

an 
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an hour after. The general, the army, the artil- 
lery, and all the ammunition, fell into the hands 
of the vidtors. 

Whoever (hall hereafter write the hiftory of 
the Vendue, will no doubt examine whether this 
general fold his army to the infurgent leaders, 
and will coniider the reafons for and againft this 
charge. This much I will fay, that the ireafon 
does not appear to me probable, or at leaft, if 
Quetineau did betray his country, Jie was cer- 
tainly the moft ftupid of all traitors*. 

In the Lower Vendee the fuccefe of the infur- 
gents was by no means fo brilliant f-. Charctte 

* If Quetineau beferayed his country, he muft have been 
influenced by two motives, either by the hopes of gain, or by 
the defire of overturning the Republic, for no perfon after 
all would become a traitor without a profpe6t of benefit. Had 
the treafoR become fucceisfiil, he ought to have receiv|^d his 
reward, or enlifted under the banners of the enemy. Ncver- 
thelefs, the infbnt he efcaped from the hands of the royalifls, 
he prefented himfelf to Santerre, to the military comniiiffions, 
in the midft of the clubs mod bent, on his deflrudtion, de- 
manding above all an examination of his conduct, and de« 
livering himfelf into the hands of his judges. I would aik 
any man of honor if this is the condudt 9f a traitor ? 

t See Note, No. I. 

had 
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had to contend with a formidable army, which 
palfied all his efforts. The only exploit of the 
Vendcan army was the capture of Machecoul, 
and which viftory was fullied by the flbft un- 
exampled cruelty : they bafely maffacred all their 
prifoners, and fathers of families, who were un- 
armed, were ilaughtered without mercy. This 
atrocious as -well as impolitic conduct, gave this^ 
ftru^le the charafter of a war of extermination*. 

Notwithftanding what was aflerted at the time 
by the Jacobins, the leaders in the Upper Vendee 
were far from imitating fuch horrible condud. 
Not a citizen was maffacred, not a woman violated, 
and in a town taken by ftorm, the Vendeans 
only took what was neceffary for their fubfiftencet 
and committed no excefs, except in the article 
of wine. 

» * 

Charrette,' in the mean time, clofely prefledby 
the republican army which was pofted at Fontenay, 
dared not undertake any n^eafure of confequence, 
but immediately on hcariqg of the fuccefs of the 
battle of Thou^rs, requcfted the chiefs of the Upper 
Vendue to come to his affiftance. Thefe, therefore, 

* Sec Note, No. II. 

commenced 



ICommenccd their match and direfted their courfe 
towards Panhenay, the gates of which town were 
thrown open to them ; the next day, they marched 
to Chataignerie, where four thoufand republicans 
determined to await them^ but who overwhelmed 
by fuperior forces, had foon realbn to repent their 
temerity. The next day, the conquerors were 
joined *by Charrette, and both armies marched 
9gain{l J^ontenay, Here the engagement was re^ 
newed i the republicans though inferior in num- 
bers, but having the advantage of pofitiofiv drove 
%ack the inlyrgems, and attacking them both iii 
front and' on their flanks, gained in the fp&ce of 
twQ^ hoiKS a complete viftoly. The Vendeans, 
panic ftruck, Hed on all (ides in diford^r ; a iingle 
officer, by i prodigious effort, favcd two piece* of 
cannon ; the fcft of the cfftillery fell into the hands 
oftheconquerors« This defeat, however, inflead 
of abating, only ferved to inflame the courage of 
their principal leaders^ *iid in a few^days, Lefcures, 
Laroche-Jaqudin, Bonchaftips, and other chiefs^ 
Again appeared with an army under the walls of 
I^'omeoty. Th* republicans fought defperately^ 
but the Vendeans oppofing them with equal fury, 
vidory at length crowned their efforts* Fontenay * 

* See Note, No. III. 

H ■ ^as 
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was taken, a great part of the patriotic army was^ 
furrounded, and alMts artillery and ammunition 
fell into the hands of the rebeU. France now faw 
for the firft time, that (he had an enemy in 
the Vendue more formidable than the greater part 
of the coalefced powers. 

The capture of Fontenay fpread terror tlirough 
the capital, and the Conyention even l«nt their 
^nadjers to oppof^ the rebels, who, taking advan-' 
tj^e of the viftory, marched immediately towards 
Niort. The capture of this place was attended 
with the moft alarming confequences, for the infur- 
rection might not only fpread through the interior 
provinces, but the communication with Rochelle 
and Rochefort was entirely cut off; and the £ngli(h 
might have attacked thefe two ports with in:q)unity*. 
The infurgents meanwhile were not more than 
two leagues diftant from Niort, the fall of which 
feemed to be. inevitable, when it was faved by one. 
of thofe incidents which although common in war, 
fo completely baffle all calculations, that the 
moft experienced agree to give them the name of 
Fortune. 

* ■ f 

On leaving Thouars, D'Elbee had been created 

.. # Sec Note, No. IV. 
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'Generaliffimo*, and to bring order out of confufion, 
he appointed perfons with the titles of commanders 
of cantonments. A few days after the departure 
of the Vendean army, a body of three thoufand 
men, commanded by General Salomon, arrived at 
Thduars, from whence his numerous detachments 
fpread themfelves over the infurgent country, and 
caufed univerfal alarm. In order to check thefe 
advanced parties, the commandant of Argenton 
had collefted a body of two thoufand Vendeans 
at La Fougereufe and expefted every day to be 
attacked ; but finding that the enemy remained 
quietly at their poft, and beginning to experi- 
ence a fcarcity of provifions, he was obliged to 
difband this weak army : keeping with him about 
four hundred men, the greater part of whom 
were armed only with pikes-f-- General Salomon^ 
» 

* The firft perfon on whom this title was conferred, waa 
Cathelineau, a waggoner of Pin-en-mange, near Saint Florent. . 

t Carra for a long time infifled that the pike \» as fuperior 
to the fiifi], and faid the latter was merely a kind of perfected 
fling. Delighted with this paradox, the Jacobin government 
expended millions of livreson the* manufacture of theie arms, 
.which foon fell into difgrace ; they were then piled up in the 
magazines, and ferved for the foldiers to laugh at. The Ven-- 
dAn chiefs took fome thoufands of them, and not having a 
iiifficient quantity of muikets, armed a part of the infurgents. 

# Ha informed 



5f VIEW OF TUB CIVIV . 

informed of this circumftancc by his fpics, fell oq 
a fudden upon La Fougereufe, and, after a flight 
ikirmiih, took it. The commandant of Argenton, 
fearing the conqudror would take advantage of 
his vidtory to fall upon Chatitlon, difpatched 
meilenger after meflenger to the generaliffimo ta 
demand fpeedy affiftance. On the other hand, 
news arriving that jLigonnier, who was pofted ac 
Pou^, was making daily incurfions upon Vitriers, 
and menacing Chollet, D'Elb^ fummoned a 
council, in which it was rcfolved to abandon the 
conqueft of Niort, and go to the rdief of the 
invaded country. The general rendezvous wa,s 
accordingly fixed at Chatillon, and the army wasi 
difbanded. 

A few days after, fifty thoufand men, with the 
moft intrepid of the Naders at their head, marched, 
from Chatillon, and direded their courfe towards 
Dou^. Ligonnier feeing t^e ftorm ready to burft 
upon him, demanded fuccours from the republican 
army pofted at Saumur ; and full of confidence 
determined to try the chance, of arms ; bui com-' 
pktely defeated, he^was kftto repeat the precis 
ptation into which his course had dra^n him. 
The nextddy, the vidtorious army bent its courfe 
towards Saumur. 

T*is 
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This celebrated town, independant of the aA- 
vantage of its lituation, was defended by a veiy 
numerous army, partly compofed of th$ battalions 
and troops of the line, the greater part of whom 
had never been engaged with the Vendeans, and 
who, full of confidence, were anxious to cope with 
them. Some of their generals were men of talents, 
but the greater number were chofen firom the 
Jacobin clubs and better fitted for making motion^ 
than facing an enemy. A few inel&diye plans 
were, however, combined, fome foitifications haftily 
raifed, and advantageous pods were taken, and 
the divifion of General Salomon was ordered to 
the relief of the menaced town. This tardy mea- 
fure was attended with the moft difaftrous con- 
fequences. The Vendeans hearing of Salomon's 
march, detached a part of their forces to Montreuil, 
^ and advanced with the remainder upon Saumur. 
Deceived by the incorrefit accounts of his fpies, 
the general fell into the centre of the Vendean 
column, and after fighting three hours, left the 
half of his army on the field of battle, and 
the reft efcaped under cover of the night to 
Thouars. 

Meanwhile the two armies were fighting with 
the greateft fury, before Saumur, and the Ven- 

deans^ 
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deans, thrice repulfed, as often returned to the 
charge. It was at this battle that men armed 
only with heavy bludgeons, were fcen rufliing 
with fury upon the cannon, and feizing them.' The 
republicans, broke, formed inftantly again, and 
prefented a rampart of bayonets to the enemy : a 
regiment of cuirafleurs was advancing with impe- 
tuofity upon the rebels, when, attacked in flank 
by a body of men under Domagn^, they were 
forced to retreat. The viftory remained doubtful, 
until the Vendeans, learning the iffue of the bat- 
tle of Montreuil, and reinforced by that army, 
made another charge, which decided the battle 
in their favour. The republicans, prefled on 
all 'fides, retreated into Saumur, but the dis- 
order became fo general, that the place was 
taken*. 

Few battles have been more bloody than this 
of Saumur; the two armies fought with the 
greateft fury, and the Vendean chiefs figrialized 
themfelves by prodigies of valor. Lefcures was 
wounded in leading his troops to the charge, 
and Domagn^ was killed in repulfing the cuiraf- 

* Sec Note, No. V. . , 

ficers. 
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fiers. While they were yet fighting at the en- 
trance of the town, the intrepid Laroche-Jaquelin, 
hurried on by his impetuoiity, and accompanied 
Only by one officer, penetrated into the grand 
fijuare of Saumur. 

Where is the Frenchman who would not have 
gloried in thofe heroic adtions, if they had been 
directed againft the common enemy, againft the 
foreigners who at that time were marching to in- 
vade our country ? Alcibiades and Coriolanus 
among the ancients, and Walftein and Cond^ in 
modern times, have fought "i^ainft their country,^ 
but the hiftorran, whilft he condemns their errors, 
renders juftice to their valorous deeds. 

The Vendeans obtained by the vidory of 
Saumur, a confider^ble quantity of artillery and 
ammunition, as well as high reputation*. It was 
afferted at the time, that if the vidorious army 
had< taken the route to Paris, they might have 
gained poffeffion of it, and changed the go- 
vernment^ 1 leave the decifion of that queftfon 
to military men, obferving only that it was never 

t See Note, No. VI. ' 

my 
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my opinion*. However that may be, this viftory 
xdifcd the Vendue to the higheft pitch of glory. 
A few days after this battle, Angers threw open its 
gates ; the example of this town was followed by 
all the towns fituated on die Loire ;. and tkis 
torrent would have overwhelmed the whole of the 
weftern provinces of France, had not Nantes op- 
pofed a. barrier, againfl: which, all its eQortswere. 
unavailing. 

'This town, advantageoufly fituated, had a nu- 
merous garrifoa and an able general to defend 
it. Candaux, leari#g experienae by the d^eat 
at Saumur, inHead of trufting. to the chance of 
a battle, prudcndy kept himfelf within the ram- 
parts. From a lofty dome he (aw at one glance 
the preparations of the enemy, their different 
points of attack, and by the fiiccours which he 
difpatched, he fucceeded in rendering all their 
efforts ufelefs. This wife conduft cfbtarned its 

* When we refte6t' on ,the internal refources of Paris, 
ihe vicinity of the army of the ^ North, the great number of 
national guards, added to the difficulties which an undifciplinedf 
army, without provifions or ammunition, would meet with oa 
the road, we mull agree that under all thefe circumflances,, 
the taking of the capital was highly improbable. 

n ^ defired 



ifcfired fucccfs. The Vendean array, excellent 
for a coup-de-mainj underftood nothing about fieges ; 
^fides, not having fuf&cient artillery, ammunition, 
and provifions, they were unable to remain for 
any length of time in the fame camp. They 
had alfo another dtfadvantage ; Charrette pofted 
with twenty thousand tnen on the other fide of 
the Loire, and flopped by a numerous train of 
artillery placed upon a bridge at about half a 
league diftance, was unable to form his jundtion, 
and was confequently ufelefs. Notwithftand^ng all 
thele obftacles, the Vendeans by mere impetuofity 
had carried part of the fuburbs, when they were 
obliged to fly to the ^defence of the country 
behind them, which was attacked by General 
Weftermann. This event, ^and the prudence of 
General Canclaux, prcferved a city to France, the 
capture of which would have been attended with 
the mod: fat^l confequences. I (hall fpeak more 
at length of Weftertnann's expedition hereafter. 

After the battle of Saumur, Lefcures, who 
was wounded, retired to his houfe at Cliflbn ;; 
fbme hdfttle movements, however, had called liim 
ag^in^to the field and led him to ferget his^ 
wounds. After meeting with a few checks, hc^ 
leached Parthenay with tejf thoufand men. Wef** 

I termafin 
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termann was then at St. Maixent with a divi(idn,r 
the flower of which were jlrawn from the Northern 
legion* This daring general, confiding in his 
coving, undertook to furprife the enemy in Par-, 
thenay, which, in fpite of the vigilance of Lefcurcs^. 
perfedlly fucceeded. The infurgems, attack ed^ 
during the night, m^ but a feeble refiftance, 
and fled in diforder. Lefcures himfelf owed his 
efcape to the darknefs oF the night; This fuccef$ 
gave frefliXpirits to Weftermann, who was certainly 
more dreaded by the rebels than any of the other, 
generals, and who in fa& did theiii the moil oiir^ 
chief. He had that kind of valour, Which was 
fulted to this war. Inftotd of meditating plans, 
or digefting projedts, he took no other, coujifellor 
than opportunity ; an4 yuftiiied the revolutionary 
axiom, that every thing confifts in daring ex^ 
ertions* . 

Lefcures, having \yithdrawn to his . leftate, en« 
deavoured in vain to coUeft his fcattered forces^ 
but Weftermann would, not allow him time to 
breathe. The next morning, he appeared under 
the walls of his chateau,' and it was not til} two 
days after, that, by the light of the flames ; whicfc. 
iyere_confuming hb pofltrfiions, he at. ^length- 
aflembled fix tlioufand men at Chaullon.; The 
r>, , . republicaa 



Republican General meanwhile marchtd agaihft 
this town, and Lefcures flew to its afliftance. 
The. two parties aflembled upon a height, called 
le Bois du Moulin aux Cbevres. The Vendeans fuf- 
tained the firft attack of the enemy, but Wefter- 
mann, followed by his cavalry, Ipread every where 
confufion and deaih. The Vendeans having^ flfed 
on all (}des, the conqueror entered ChatrlFon in 
triumph "While this General was meditating nfew 
conquefts, he was informed that Laroche-Jaquelin 
was in fight with an army: he treated, however, thefe 
reports with contempt, until the found of the cannon 
convinced him of their reality. Invainhefummoned 
up his courage ; the Vendeans fell with fury on the 
Republicans, who thrown into diforder and preffed 
on all fides, took flight. The daring Wefl:ermann 
was compelled to' put fpurs to his hprfe, and 
efcape from the place which te had the fame 
evening triumphantly entered. The two wings 
of his army remained on the field of battle, or 
were made prifoners*. 

Such was the iflTue of an enterprife, which had • 
been planned in oppofition to all received military 



* See Note, No* VII. 



I % maxims^ 
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maxims^ and which occafioned to France die Io6 
of multitudes of brave men :' it was attended how- 
ever with two very confiderable advants^es : the 
fiift was, that it made a powerful diverfion» and 
broug)bt up an army &om Brittany which would 
have ravaged the country ; and iecondly,, it opened 
to the Republicans the ro^d to ChatiUon, and 
abated (bmewhat of the extravagant hopes,^ and 
kflened the prefumption of the enemy. 
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CHAPTER V- 



CONTINUATIOiir OF THB CAMPAIGN OF lj^» 

I ORTUNE was equally propitious to the in- 
furgents in the Lower Vendue. Charrette had 
feveral times defeated the divifions commanded 
by Beyffer and Sandoz, but thcfe reverfes had not 
in the leaft damped the courage of the republicans** 
As no place of importance had been the fruit 
of thefe viftories, Charrette, to give eclat 16 his 
party, advanced againft the town of Sables, which, 
defended by a brave garrifon, refilled all his 
efforts, and of which, after feveral ufelefs at- 
tacks, he was obliged to raife the fiege. To 
. repair this dilgrace, he refolved to give battle 

^ The reader will perceive that I do not enter into (bpre* 
cife a detail of. the operations of Charrette, as of the chiefs of 
the Upper Vend^. I will frankly declare, I have not fuffi- 
ctent documents of this army of the infurgents to allovir mc 
to enter at Jength into its hiftory« ' 

ta 
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to the republican army enc4mped at Lu^on. 
Situated in the midft of marfhes, and defended by 
an army, this town appeared to him Ao eafy con- 
queft. In order, therefore, not to expofe himfelf 
to another repulfe, he requefted the affifkance of 
the neighbouring armies. Sapineau^ who com- 
manded what the Vexideans termed the centre, and 
who^had gained fome. advantages on his fide, 
marched to his affiftance with a chofen body of 
men, more brave, however, than numerous, and 
Laroche-Jaquelin alfo joined him with a detach- 
m^pt of twelve thoufand men. Thefe united 
forces marched towards Lu9on, and engaged the 
republicans, Charreue defeated the wing which 
was oppofed to him, and viftory* fecmed aflured 
to the Vendeans, when. two incidents turned it in 
favour of the patriots^ The firft was the ikill 
and good conduft of the brave Leconte, com- 
mander of the third battallion of Deux Sevres, 
who being furrpunded l?y the rebels, formed his 
troops into a fquare, remained more than an hour 
expofed to the fire of the. enemy, aud gave tim^ 
to the remainder of the army to- relieve him, and 
recommence the battle. The other was the 
panic which difplayed itfelf among the troops 
commanded by Laroche-Jaquelin, who, without 
being pulhed by the enemy, fled, ^nd difperfed 

themfelves. 
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themfelves. The General, hurried away by the 
fugitives, found himfelf obliged to abandon the 
field of battle, and a vidory which had appeared 
decided. 

If we may believe the Vendean chiefs, tht 
caufe of this fudden terror was a popular tra- 
dition, which I think beneath the dignity of an 
hiftorian to record. 

Afhamed of the precipitate flight of the grand 
army, the tide by which the divifions of Cha- 
tilfon and Choliet were ^hen known, Charrette re- 
tired in a ftate of defpondency, with the mod pro- 
found contempt for fuch marks of genuine cow- 
ardice. The rivalfhip which, began to rife in his 
mind againft his colleagues, took deeper root, 
and attributing to their jealoufy what was only 
the efFedt of terror, he never forgave them for 
this defeat. 

Meanwhile Laroche-Jaquelin, who had fallen 
back on Chatillon, met with frefli reverfes. A 
new republican army formed of the remains of 
that of Saumur, and of troops arrived from the 
North, had regained Saumur, Angers, and all 

the 
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the towns which had been t^ken by the Vendcans** 
General Bonchamps had been defeated by the 
' i^publicans in attempting to oppofe their jwrogrefe. 
Laroche-Jaquelin, D'Elbee, and Lefaires, had 
hailily coUefted a body of fifteen thoufand men-f', 
and with thefe, added to the remains of the army 
of Bonchamps, had marched to meet the enemy^ 
who. had advanced as far as Martigne Briant. The 
principal ftrength of the Vendean army confided 
in a body of twelve hundred men, compdfed of 
fix hundred Swifs and Germans, of the Germanic 
legiop» who after the defeat at Saumur, had taken* 
arois in favour of the ifoyalifts, and of fix hun- 
dred of the braveft of the Vendeans who had ferved 
before in different regiments. This feleA body 
rendered the greateft fervice to the Vendue, and 
always continued faithful to its caufe. 

* It was much eafier for the infurgents to take towns*' 
than to keep them. The infl^nt the chiefs fet off upon any 
expedition, every foldier wi(hed to follow, and it was impoffible 
to keep them in garrifon. Alth6ugh the pod of Saumur 
was of the greateft importance to the Vendeans, and ahboUgh 
D'£lb^ had left fifteen hundred men to guard it, they were* 
obliged to abandon it five days after its conqueft, the com- 
mandant having found, upog mufter, that he had not more 
than fixty men fit to bear arms. 

f See Notes, Nos. VIII. and IX. 

The 
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The two armies foon cime up with each other, 
near Martign6, and after fkirmilhing, began a 
regular fire which was kept tip on both fidei with 
fuccefs. The ninth regiment of huffards made an 
advance, and Laroche- Jaqueiin marched to meet 
them, at the head of his cavalry. Each party cx- 
Tpefted to come to clofe quarters, rn which, 
however, tfa^ we!« dilappointed, as the Vendeans, 
opprefled with heat and thirft, retired the firft, 
and took a pofition at Vicriers, fituated three 
leagues from the field of battle. This affair there- 
Core, was looked on as a mere ikirmifh. Laroche^ 
Jaqueiin and the other chiefs, had promifed Char- 
rette to meet him the next day on the bai^s of 
the S^vre, to confult with him on the means of 
repairing the check at Lucon. 

Not thinking the enemy^ intended another attack, 
they 'fet off, and promiifed the foldiers that'; they 
v^ould haften their return, but defired them hot 
to give battle to the enemy in their abfence 
This imprudence had nearly been attended with 
the moft fatal confequences to the Vendee ; for 

the patriots having learnt that the principal leaders 
of the enemy were abfent, advanced rapidly upon 
Vitriers, and< fuddenly attacked the affrighted 

oyalifts, who would havfe been inevitably cut off, had 

K not 
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not Kefler, the German ^om I have mentioned, 
taken upon himfelf the command. With a felefi: 
corps which he headed^ he threw himfelf in the 
way of the enemy who was rapidly advancing* and 
by means of a well fupported and well diredied 
fire, kept them in check. The example of this 
brave man encouraged the Vendeans, and they 
ruflied with furious yells upon the republican 
columns, which, badly pofted, and having little 
extent of front, fought to great difadvantage. 
At length, after two hours of alternate fuccefs and 
defeat, viftory declared in favour of the Vendean 
army. Few routs were ever morp compleat ; 
ten pieces of cannpn^ all the covered wt^ons 
and -baggage fell into the ha^ds of the enemy. 
The republican general, • clofcly purfued by a 
daring fellow,, named Loifeau, efcaped only by 
feeing a wall eight feet high i fuch was the 
fu(xeis of the battle of Vitriers, one of the moft 
complete that the infurgents had yet gained. 
The royalift chiefs, on hearing the report of the 
cannon, haftened their return, but reached the 
(pot. only to be. witneffes of the yictoiy. Th^ 
fuccefs rendered the Vendeans for feverai months 
matters of the , country, and this Was almoft the 
only advantage which. they derived from. it. 

Meanwhile 



Meanwhife Charrette waited impatiently with 
his troops for the fuccours which had been pro- 
mifed him.' I^roche-Jaquelin, Lefcures, and 
D'ElWe fpon joined him with a body of more 
than twenty thoufand men, and they all marched 
towards Lu§on, The republicans, elevated by 
their firft fucceft, flew to engage them. At the 
firft onfet, the grand Vendean army was again feized 
with the fame panic, and the greater part! of the 
royalifts fled without even feeing the enemy, and 
left them a complete viftory. This batde, which 
was fought on the 25th of Auguft^ i793> was 
remarkable foF an engagement between the Ven- 
^ dean cavalry and the ninth regiment of hufTars, 
who repuUed the infurgents. The Vendeans, 
however, were fb little galled in their retreat, tha^ 
they formed their camp at rfiree leagues from 
the field oi batde, from whence, five days after- 
wards, they marched to try their fortune for the 
third time ; after a battle of two hours, the 
royalifts were completely routed) and foon dif- 
covered that Lu9on, defended by the courage 
of republicans, and not lefs by the defection 
of their panic-ftruck warriors, was become im- 
.pregnable. 

m The 
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i The republicanSf after this deciiive vidtorjr^ 
fcoured the enemy's country, and after having 
fearched in vain for Charrette, took poft at 
Chantonnay. Chanette, clqfely purfued, was ag^in 
obliged to h^ve rccourfe to his neighbours. The 
council of Chatillon afletnbled, and their ojnnions 
were for fome time divided : at length, it was 
agreed that D'Elb^e and LarQche- Jacquelin ihould 
march an army to the relief of Charrette, whilft 
JLefcures, with a divifion, guarded the diftrid 
of Chatillon. This prpjeft was put into execution : 
on the fourth of September, D'Elb^e advanced 
towards the Lower Vendee, formed a junction 
with Chanette, and after a few days march^ came 
within view of the enemy, So often witnefle^ of 
the cowardice of their adverfaries^ the republicans 
prepared themfelvcs only for a feeble attack, and 
confidered their viftory as deciiive. But the panic, 
which had feized the royalifts at Chantonnay had 
fubfided : the fugitives of Lu^on had recovered 
their fpirits, and rulhing with fury upon the enemy^ 
overthrew them in every diredion. The repub-- 
licans,^ furprifcd * and Indignant^ were put to 
' ^^ flight, 

* The Vcndeans owed their victory to a mifiake of the' 
-republican General, who fo little expefted to be attacked, that 

he 
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I 

flight, and obliged to abandon a vidory whicfay 
at firft fight, feemed fecure*. 

While this engagement was taking place at 
Chantonnay, Lefcures, polled in the Upper 
Vendue, did not remain idle. At the head of a 
divilion, he continually harrafled his adverfaries, 
and fometimes threatened Parthenay, and. at other 
times Airvault and Thou^s. 

, General Rey occupied Airvault with a kind 
of flying camp, and knowing that Lefcures was 
pofted at Saint Loup, marched to meet him. 
For two hours, each fide kept up a briik cannon* 
ade; but the infurgents at length having expended 
their powder, their <:ourage fbrfbck them, and 
they abandoned the field, flirewed more with 
wooden (hoes tfian killed and wounded^. ^ 

Meantime, the rcprefentatives g( the people 
who accompanied the army of the Weft, anxious, 

he was at the fame tttiie at fame difiance from his camp : his 
zjnmy 1 was therefore furprifed, but not one of the foldiers 
took to flight, until they had expended all their cartridges. 



» See Note, No. X. 
t ^e Note, No. XL 
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whatever it niigbt coft, to put an end to thfs 
civil war, had taken what they then termed ^ 
grand meafure, but which ought rather to have 
been called a falfe and fooli(h one. Prefuming 
that nothing was fo fitted to crufti the mafs of 
inforgents as to bring againft k a mafs of people 
ftill more numerous, they* had fummoned from 
feveral neighbouring departnients all men from 
the age of 'eighteen to fifty*. Such a mafs, badly 
armed, and dill more badly difciplined, could 
not be of the leaft utility. In confequence of 
the orders of thefe reprefentatives, fixty thouiand , 
men affembled at Thouars ; when Lefcures oii 
receiving intelligence, conceived the daring pro- 
jcA of diflipating this undifciplined rabble, and 
even propofed to effe(Jl it with two tfaoufand 
ihen. 

By a fkilful maneuvre, he direded his columa 
'towards Airvault, which Genera) Rey, uncertain 
of the real point of attack, and not daring t4> 
quit, had taken meafures to defend. On a fudden^ 
Lefcures wheeled off towards Thouars, and before 
night, was within two leagues of thi$ town*, 

* See Note, No. XIL 

t This attack took place the z4th September, i.j^y 

which 
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.!which would have been taken, if he could hav^ 
perfuaded the Vendeans to have made an ittime^ 
diate attack ; but as, among the prejudices of thefe 
people is this, that nothing ought to be iiincier'^ 
taken in darknefs, there was no means of making 
chem naarch forwards, and this d^y faved the 
town. 

During thefe operations Lefcures was informed 
that a reinforcement of fov^r thoufand men wa; 
rapidly advancii^, and had already reached Aubiers. 
lililead of waiting the arrival of thefe Succours, 
the Ge];ierd, convinced that the fuccefs of his 
enterprize depended entirely on the rapidity with 
which it was executed, advanced at break of day 
upon Thouars: in lefs than an hour the bridge 
of Verine was carried, and the plain covered with 
Fugitives. Thouars would have fallen a fecond 
time into the hands of the infurgents, had not 
General Rey, who had received news of its danger 
the preceding evening, fuddenly appeared with a 
divifibn of regular troops. The fight of this 
fecond army determined Lefcures to fall back^ 
which he did before the enemy, and made the 
only orderly retreat the Vendeans had yet efFedted. 
A piece of cannon, and a few prifoners were the 
only fruits of the victory, Lefcures, however. 
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gained two advanu^s. from his defeat ^ the firil 
was the breaking up of the mafs which threatened 
the Vendee, and the iecond, infpiring his foldiers 
with frdh courage. i 

So many battles loft or won, had difcipiined 
the Vendeans to fuch a point ihiat I do riot think 
I a^irm^ too much, in faying, that they would 
have been invincible, had they been led againft 
any other enemy. . 

The Dutch who had refiftcd all the efTorts 
of Philip 11. and the Americans who fliook off 
the Englifh yoke, with infinitely greater means, 
never difplayed (b much courage and perfeverancc. 
But if the Vendeans on the one fide performed 
prodigies of valour, the French difplayed more 
energy and created more refources than either the 
Ehglilh or Spaniards. If twenty thoufand men 
Were flain in one. batde, forty thoufand, no lefsf 
difcipiined, immediately took their place, and 
thefe in their turn were fucceeded by a fliill greater 
number, rifing in proportion to the lofs. 

, An event, which at firft fight did not appetf 

in any degree to intereft the Vendue, was, bow-^ 

^ ^ . ever. 
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ever, the caufe of its ruin. Mentz and Valcn* 
ciennes having furrender^ to tht coalefced powers, 
the convention, by a decree, ordered the gaxrifons 
of thefe towns to march into the Vendue. Several 
corps had already been dra&ed from the army of 
the North, of. which twenty-five batallions had 
been formed under the name of la formatioti 
if Orleans ; thefe troops, though difciplined, had 
not been able to terminate the difpute. In the 
hopes that the foldiers of tiiofe garrifons would 
be more fuccelsful, they were fent down in car^ 
liages by poft horfes^ for greater expedition, from 
Paris, and the caufe of the Republic was, as it 
were, entrufted to the courage and patriotifm of 
thefe new champions. 

The reprefentatives of the people and the gene- 
rals were at length convinced of the abfurdity of 
railing the people en majfe, and, after various deli^ 
berations, had a^eed to a<% upon a' new and better 
formed plan, the execution of which could not 
fail of being attended widi complete fuccefs. Two 
armies, compofed of the heroes of Mentz, of fol- 
diers of the North, and old troops, were ordered 
to attack Charrette, on two points at the fame time, 
and purfue him as far as Chollet; whilft another 
iirmy, commanded by General Chalbos, was ap- 

L pointed 
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pointed to march into the midft of the Upper 
Vendue, attack and cany Chatillon, and efFedt 
their junftion with the two other armies. Several 
flying camps were to make diverfions, harrafs the 
enetny» and favor the march of the armies. 
' To intimidate the Vendeans, the army was pro- 
vided with howitzers, a (pecies of artillery fo much 
the more terrible to the enemy, as they were 
entirely ignorant of its efFeft. I ought here to 
i;emark, that the Vendean artillery, though badly 
ferved, had a great fuperiority over that of the 
republicans. The infurgents marching continually, 
and fighting like light infantry, were but very 
litde incommoded by the field pieces, while- the 
republican troops, marching in columns and fighting 
in clofe ranks, had often whole iields fwept away 
by a fingle difcharge. This circumftance gave 
the Vendeans alfo a great advantage in the ufe 
of their muiketry ; the file and platoon firing 
of their adverfaries killed very few of their men, 
whilft their mulkets loaded with four and five 
balls, and levelled at the objedt, made dreadful 
havoc in the clofe ranks of their enemies. 

Thefe well planned projects would have infured 
the, conquefi: of the Vendue; which would have 

been 
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been loft without refourice had all the wheels of 
fo vaft and complicated a machine been put in 
motion at the fame time. 

It was about this time, that the Englifti, who 
were anxious to add fuel to this dreadful confla- 
gration, and who rejoiced at our calamities, dif. 
patched an emiflary to Chatillon. Prefented to 
the civil tribunal, formed by the Vendean Generals, 
and known un^er the name of the Superior Council^ 
he offered them, in the name of the Englifh Go- 
vernment, both men and money. I have been 
informed by one of thofe who was prefent at this 
Council, that a great number of its members 
were averie to the project of receiving the Englifh. 
Love for their country, and national hatred towards 
their ancient enemies^ had yet fome influence on 
their minds, and they returned vague anfwcrs 
to the emifTary, without any pofitive afTurances*. 

Meantime the plan M^^ich we have mentioned, 
began to be put into execution. The republican 
forces marched in two columns againft Charrette, 
defeated him in two or thrie8;ikirmifhesa.,and took 

} See Nofey flo. XIII. 

, 1 z from 
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from him all^iiis anilkry ; in a word, tbejr 
obliged him to fly the country, accompanied 
by twelve thoufand diiarmed and difcouraged 
followers. 

Charrette, like a ikilful commander, direfted his 
retreat towards the Upper Vendee, which had 
not yet been attacked, and, having taken poft 
at Tiifanges, fent courier after courier to the 
Superior Council, to ^ve them notice of his fitu- 
ation, and to demand inftant afliflance. Thirty 
thoufand men, commanded by Lefcures, Laroche- 
Jaquelin, ^nd D'Elbee, joined him in his canip. 
The fame day, they were informed that the divi- 
lion from Mentz, commanded by Kfeber, ardent 
in the purfuit of Charrette, was pofied at 'forfou. 
The combined forces of the Vendeans marched 
towards this divifion, but found it drawn up in 
admirable order. The two armies remained facing 
each other, and making their refpeftive obfer- 
vations; the Mayen9ais had hitherto fought only 
with Charrette, and thought that he was the only 
enemy they had to contend with. At the fight 
of thefe new Uniforms which they had never 
feen^, they felt i\t fame fort of furprize st& 

Afdrubal 

- * In order for the reader to comprehend this paflage, 



WAA IN THE VJ5NDEB. ^7 

Afdrubal at the fight of the did bucklers of the 
army of Nero. The prc?fence, hdwever, of this 
reinforcement did not abate their courage, for after 
a few ikirmifhesy they began the attack, and made 
fuch a vigorous onfet, that at tbt firft «ihock, the 
Vendean.army was throMrn into difcfrder, and 
fome of the troops look to fiftmtfdiate flight. 
This battle would have decided the. fate of the 
Vendee, had not Lefcures and the othar generals, 
who well, knew the importance of this day, alighted 
from their horfes, feized iftufkefs and placdd them- 
ferves at the heid^f the Frenchcompany. Thus 
anned and feconded by a handful of intrepid 
followers, they fupported thf enemies (hock,/^nd 
by this manuvre concealed a part of tht diforder 
of <heir armyj Meanwhile the Vendean caValry 
had rallied the fugitives, who$ findifig they were 
not piirfued, took courage and advanced with reCb- 
lution againft the enemy. For more tlis^n feven 
hours the vi&ory which was warmly difputefd 
hung doubtful; at length, the Mayengais^ alrndft 
furrounded, decided on withdrawing from the 
field, which they effefted in good order, prefentifl'g 

he fh<Hild be ihformetf, that the fbldiers of Charrette wore 
uniforms of a brown colour, and thofe of the Upper Vendte 
of ai grey blue. 

at 
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at times a formidable front to the enemy. The 
Vendcans, little accuilomed to fuch kinds of 
retreat, followed ardent in the purfuit, but without 
making any impreflion. A divifion attempted in 
vain to cut off their retreat ; thvee times they were 
charged by the Vendean cavalry, who were as 
often driven back,* and the braveft of the affaillants 
made to repent their temerity. For nearly fix 
leagues^ the fight was kept up without retarding 
in the leaft the retreat of the Mayen^ais ; at 
length they reached a bridge upon the Sevre, near 
Cliflbn, -and having planted on it two pieces of 
cannon,, they compelled their purfuers to retreat 
in their turn. ^f 

Such was the refult of the celebrated battle of 
Torfou, which cbft the Mayen9ais much blood, 
but whofe valour and addrefs excited the admi- 
ration even of their enemies. I have heard feveral 
Vendeans Ipeak with enthufiafm and refped of 
this army, and regret the lofs of fo many brave men 
with a fentiment of grief and admiration. The 
Vendeans* this day took feveral pieces of cannon, 
and a great quantity of ammunition; but the 
greateft advantage which they reaped from it, was 
that of raifing the courj^e of their terrified par- 
tifans : the plan which the patriots had fo wifely 

combified 
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combined was alfo overthrown by this event, 
which had nearly proved fatal to the repubUcan 
caqfe. 

The victorious army lay that night at Tiffanges, 
where a council of war was held, and in which 
. the Vendean chiefs, particularly Lefcures, after 
commenting^ on the courage and ikill of the 
Mayengais, declared their opinion,' that thiss. army 
would one day prove thft riiin of the Vend^eJ and 
that therefore they ought not to hefitate a niomenC 
in extirpating a corps, which fingly had been more 
formidable co them than ^ the battles of their 
other adverfaries. To infure. fuccefs, they dif-. 
patched a courier to Bonchanips, who was ftationed 
near Chollet with a* body of eigkt thdufarid men, 
and ordered him to march on the aift towards 
Cliifon, and attack the Mayengais in rear, whilft 
they themfelves, with, their whole force, attacked 
them in front. 

Had this plan been put in execution, there is 
reafon to believe, that in fpite of their bravery, 
the Mayengais would have been totally deftro)'ed*; 
but an incident deranged all thefe projeds which 

t Sec Note, No. XIV. 

had 
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had been combined according to all the rules of 
war, and which caufcd the plan for the ruin 
of the army of Mentz to turn to its advantage. 
On the 20th Charrette received a courier by which 
)ie learned that Montaigu had been carried by 
ihe republicans, and that another party, pofted 
at St. Fulgent, was ravaging his country. Warmly 
preiTed by his officers and (oldms, be aifembled 
the council ag^in, and declared to the chiefs of 
the \jppcr Vend^ that he could npt join in the 
expedition of CUifon, that the intereft of his 
country required his pre&nce, and that he w^s 
abput to march. Leicures and D'Elbi^ at- 
tempted in vain to (how him the ill confequences 
and danger of fuch a flep ; he remained inex(»rable, 
and only protaifed them, that as ioon as he had 
driven the enemy from his countiy, he would join 
his forces to their army, and help them to extiq>ate 
the Mayen^s. Finding it impoffible to retain 
him, and not thinking themfelves fuificiently Arong 
to attack fo brave and well pofted an enemy, the 
chiefe of. the Upper Vendue determined to march 
to the relief c£ Montaigu^. The republican 

army 

* The only precaution taken by the generaliffimo D*£!b&y 
W9S to fend a* counter-order to BoBcha(n()6, the courier of 

■which 
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jtfmy, pofted before this town* was not in fuf- 
ficient force to make a ftand againft the con*- 
querors of Torfou. A number of foldiers who 
were out plundering^ had not^eY€n time to rejoin 
it, and in lefs than half kn houir Montaigu was 
retaken, the republicans were defeated, and their 
artillery, baggs^e waggons, and ammunition fell 
into the hands of tbe rebels. The carnage in 
Montaigu wtis dreadful^ and all the prifoners 
were maffacrcd 5 a part of the army, however, fuc^ 
ceeded in efcaping to Names. 

Of three bodies of troops which had entered 
the Lower Vendue, one had been vigoroufly 
repulfed, the fecund beaten snd completely dif^^ 
perfed^ and the thifd remained pofted at St. Ful-» 
gent* This array, if not the moft formidable, 
was at leaft the inoft numerous ; and in pof* 
feffion of the moft confiderable park of artillery^ 
among which were included thofe dreadful ho- 
witzers, the effed: of which was unknown to the 
Vendeans, and on which, the republicans founded 
their hopes of viiftory. 

which was taken and put to deMh by the republicans ; this 
was the caufe of the check which Bonchamps received a 
few d^s a£ter| Sis the reader will hare occaiioi^to obferre. 

M Previous 
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Previous to the attack of the enemy at St. Ful- 
gent, the Vendean chiefs held a council, and 
refolved on meafures fo well concerted, that, had 
they been put in execution, not a tenth part of 
this army wobld have efcaped. Charrette Tent 
an order to the commandant of Herbiers, to march 
with his whole divifion to the four ways, and 
remain in ambufcade until the republican army 
(hould pafs him ; he was then to take them ia 
the rear, while the combined armies attacked 
them in front and on botk flanks. The republicans 
were indebted to a miftake for their fafety, for 
Charrette had given notice, ' that the battle would 
take place in the morning ; but from delays una- 
voidable in fuch circumftances, it did not com- 
mence , until the Evening*. The commandant of 
Herbiers, tired, therefore, of waiting, thought 
proper to return to his flation, arid wait for new 
ordere. 

At fun-fet the two armies came within fight 
of each other ; fevcral of the Vendean chieEj 

* The battle commenced an hour before fun-fet, and 
l,a&d the greater part of the night. Although the Vendeans 
were very much prepoflefled againft no(Ehirnal cpmbats, in 
this .inftance they fought with the greateft courage. • 

wiflied 
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wiflied to put off the battle, until the^ morrow, 
but the majority were of a contrary opinion, and 
were refolved to take advanti^e of thefhort remains 
of day-light to commence the attack. Embold- 
ened by their two former viAories, the VendeaA 
army entertained no doubt of fuccefs, and the 
army of their advcrfaries; full of confidence in the 
vfe of their numerous artillery, figured to itfelf a 
complete triumph. During two hours, each kept 
up a moft dreadful fire ; but the patriotic army 
was too difadvantageoufly pofted, not to feel its 
fatal effeas. 

The darknefs was favourable only to the Ven- 
deans, for the republican cannoneers knew not 
where to point their pieces, whilft the Vendeans, 
polled at fifty paces from the open, camp of the 
enemy, and concealed, behind the hedges, kept 
up a moft deftruftive fire of mufketry. The 
dreadful howitzers, meantime, thundered in every 
direftion, but the rebels, fcattered about, according 
to their ufual cuftom, and to ufe their expreffion, 
" beating round the bufhes,?' were not intimi- 
dated. They felt, indeed, fome movements of fur- 
prize, but it , was not attended with any terror, and 
they continued to fight with their accuftomed fury. 
I have heard feveral Vendeans who were in the 
M z engagementj^ 
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cngs^ement, and wha cculd not comprehend anjr 
thing o£ the parabolic defcent of theie formidable 
howitzers, fpeak of thofe murderous guns» as of an 
infernal machine, the invention of which was 
fomething fuperiiuman. For fix hours the battle 
had raged with undiminifhed fury on both fides ; 
the confufion infeparabk (torn ^ no&urnal fight, 
prevailed equally in both aniiies, but the diforder 
was infinitely more ^rimental to the republicans 
than to their enemies, who were never, accuftomed 
to keep any order, and of whom each one chofe 
his own pofition. The former, perceivii^ by 
the flafhes of the mufkcts that they were nearly 
furrounded, were anxious to make good their 
retreat. The republican geaerals did every thing 
that courage and experience could atchieve to 
fl:op the diforder, and renew the engagement j 
their efforts failed, and the rout became generaK 
The whole of the ammunition, cannon, and 
even the howitzers, felt into the hands of the 
conquerors. 

The viftori6us army purfued the enemy clofely, 
and made a great Slaughter of the fugitives : 
in addition to their bad fortune, the commandant 
6f Herbiers, informed of the engagement by the 

cannonade^ 
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catinoimde, attid dreading the^ reproaches of Char- 
rette, affembled with great expeditioa three hun- 
dred cavalry» and reached the four ways half an 
hour after the adipn, where he fell upon the 
ftragglers, of whom he killed a great number. 
Such would have been the jfaxe of the whole 
republican army, had the four thouiand men whom 
he hdd placed in ambuicade the evening before, 
remained thmt fifteen hours longer* 

After having thus re-eftabliflied Charrette, and 
placed him in a ilouriihing condition, the grand 
army took leave and returned back to their, po- 
fition$» where they did not long enjoy the repofe 
they had {uromiied themfelves. 

The dsklokt oa arrivii^ at Chatillon, were in* 
formed of the defeat of Bonchamps, and were 
loaded with the moft bitter reproaches by this 
general. The caufe of this defeat was as follows ; 
we have already (een that Lefcures, about to attack 
the Mayen^ais at Cliflbn, had invited Bonchamps 
to make an attack, and take the enemy in rear. 
Charrette having by his precipitation deranged 
this plan, a courier had been fent to ChoUet to 
iofoarm the Vendean general of the new arrange- 
* mcnt 
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ment which had taken place. This courier by.^ 
accident fell into the hands of a republican party, 
who conduced him to the Mayencais ; and fix)n> 
his examination they were apprifed not only of 
the march and intention of the enemy, but dif- 
covered the means of exterminating the army of 
Bonchamps. The latter, ignorant of the new 
plans which had been adopted, advanced on the 
2 1 ft to attack the enemy, and not being^ feconded 
by the army as he expefted, was completely 
defeated. This reverfe, however, excited lefs 
aftonifhment in the council of Chatilton, than 
the news of the march of General Chalbos towards 
that town. Different circumftances had retarded 
the march of his army ; with greater diligence he 
had prevented the three defeats I have juft men- 
tioned : this delay, however, muft not be imputed 
to Chalbos, an oifficer of acknowledged merit. If 
we may credit feveral republican officers, the faulc 
was in the reprefentatives of the people, whofe 
various arretes was often in direft oppofitiori to 
the plans of the Generals, and occafioned pre-*. 
judicial delays*. . 

This 

^ Many of the reprefentatives fent to the army had wifdom 
enough not to interifere in matters of^ which they were ig- ^ 

norant,. * 
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This ariny^ difengaged at length from the 
ihackles by which it had been fo long encumbered, 
marched upon Chatillon, carrying defolation and 
death in its paffage. It was commanded by three 
generals, diftinguiflied alike by their courage and 
their talents ; thefe were Chalbos, Chabot, and 
Weftermann. Oh the news of this march, 
"^Lefcures, D'Elbee, and Laroche-Jaquelin haftily 
collefted their troops, and, at the head of the con- 
querors of St, Fulgent, waited for the enemy on 
the heights of Chatillon, where, after a few fkirmilhes, 
■they made difpofitions for a general engagement. 
If I may give -credit to what feveral of the Vendean 
chiefs have told me, it was Weftermann who was 
commiflionedto range the troops in order of battle.; 
which operation was confided to him, as he was 
fuppofed to know the ground better than his col- 
leagues. But this he executed very ill, having 
pofted the republican troops in a valley beneath the 
heights occupied by the infurgents ; confequently, 
.during the whde engagement, they fought under 
great difadvantage. The a(9;ion began by a brilk 
cannonade, but the armies foon after coming tp 

norant, but the greater numbers continually tormented the 
generals, thwarted their plans, and were in vain reminded 
of the mottOi Ne futw ultra crefidam. 

clofe 
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clofe quarters, a moft heavy fire of mufquetfy 
filenced the cannon. For three hours the viftory 
was uncertain ; Chalfods and Chabot dK every 
thing that could be expefted from ^hcir courage 
and abilities : but however gteat n^i^ be the 
bravery of this army, it fell far (hort of the energy 
and difcipline of the Mayen^ais. Harrafled by the 
enemy, they could not fuflain a briik charge 
from a chofen body of troops commanded by 
Lefcures and Laroche-Jaquelin ; but on finding 
the right wing (haken, and the left entirely broken, 
they took openly to flight. The conquerors went 
in purfuit of the enemy, and nothing lefs than a 
complete viftory was expefted, when Wefterniann, 
at the head of a body of referve, fell upon the 
fcattered rebels, of whom he mad(^ a confiderable 
havock, and renewed the engagement. Night, 
however, feparated the combatants, and the Ven- 
deans, exhilarated at the advantage they had gained, 
gs^ve themfelves up to inconfiderate mirth. They 
had taken feveral carriages laden with brandy, 
which capture was the caufe of their ruin* Extra* 
vagantly fond of fpirits, they drank to fuch an exce6 
that the greater part of them fell down in a ftate of 
intoxication, without any fenfe or feeling*. The 

♦ This is not the firft time that a French army has been 

dcftrovcd 
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chitfs ftrongly reprefentcd td them, that the enemy 
was near, and might furprife them ; no attention 
was paid them, and the foldiers did not leave off 
drinking until the barrels were entirely empty. 

Meanwhile, Weftermann, on the information 
t)f his fpTes,' led his divlfion to the fpot, and, 
at the head of fifteen hundred picked men; 
prefented himfelf before the gates bf Chatiilon: 
SVhci's there 1 demanded the centinel. A royalifly 
replied he. Enter ! rejoined the other. He imnie- 
diately advanced, killed the fentinei, and found 
the Vendeans lying about the ftreiets, ftupid of 
fenfekfs; after putting them all tothefwotfd, hefet 
fire to the town, of which he made himfelf com- 
pletely maftcr. The chiefs had fc^cely time to 
mount theh: horfes,: atid efcape to Mortagne ; 
whilft the patriotic army marched by the light of 
the flames to rejoin Weftermann in Chatillon. 



lieftroyed by means of ftrong liquors, "We fead in Frijcgaire 
that, under the reign of Clotaire III. ^fty thoufand French, 
having crofted the Alps in order to re-eflablifh Pertbarite upon 
tlie thr<nie of the Lombards, the ufurper Grimoald, unwilling 
to run the rifk of a battle, feigned on a fudden to be panic- 
ilruck, and retiring with precipitation, left in hi^ camp a 
jMirt of his baggage, with a confiderable number of hogftieads of 
^ine. The French haftening to plunder, fwaljowed the bait^ 
N and 
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The capture qf thU town had more alarmed than 
weakened the Vendeans. The bloody battle beforo 
jpentioQcd had not decided the quarrel, for the 
infurgentp had even gained an advantage over the 
republicans. 

Recovered frond their furprife, they might the 
next day have coUeded their forces, and extin- 
guilhed in the blood of the republicans the fire. of 
Chatillon, Weftermann and his colleagues felt fo 
haftily the \y?aknefs of their pofition, that during 
the night th^y made good their retreat, and eva- 
-Cuate the town. Their fears were but too well 
grounded, for in the courfe of the night, the 
Vendean chiefs rallied, and naarcbed upon Chatillon. 
To render their vidoay moce fure, they furrounded 
the town, and feized on the principal pofts ; afto- 
nilhed at notfindii^ the enemy, they dreaded a fur- 
prife, and fent five hundred nven to take poffcflSon of 
one of the gates; they paffed, however, without find- 
ing any refiftaijce, and the army entered with them- 

This place prefented a moft dreadful fpecjtacle j 
heaps of half-burnt carcafes ftrewed the ftreet«, and 

and finifhed by getting intoxicated and fhipifi^d. Grimoald 
returned in the middle of the flighty furprifed thenn afleep, and 
but them to the fwprd* 
■ all 
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^11 the houfes were in a general conflagration. 
The cries of defpair of thd inhabitants, who ruflied 
into the midft of the flames to fave fome of their 
efFefts, and the crafh of buildings falling into ruins, 
prefented a complete piQ:ure of defolation. Not 
able' 1^ enduf6 the fight, the Vendean chiefs made 
tio efforts to ftop the progfeft^pf the flames, 'but> 
filled with rage and defpair, infliantly fet off in 
purfuit of the enemy 5 for after marching feveral 
hours, without any hopes of coming up with them, 
they difmiffed the troops, aild appointed the ren*- 
dezvous for the morrow at Mortagne. 

1 ought to*rematk on this occafion, that the 
dreadful plan of burning towns, invented by Ro- 
befpierre and his partifans^ was fb much the 
more abfurd> as it did a gtneral injury to the 
Republic without furthering in the Icaft the end 
propofed; on the contrary, the unfortunate inha- 
bitants, whofe wives and childfeh had been nfiaf- 
facred, whofe houfes had been deftrdyed, having 
no domcfliic tye, and no other property than their 
mufkets, either gave themfelves up to defpair, or 
joined the armies, where only they could gain 
fubfifl:ehce, and thul^became true foldiers ; fo much 
the more formidable^ as ii(^ing was left to them 
but to revenge themfelvesj^ or to die with. arms 

^ t in 
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in their hands. Another co^fideration- ought to^ 
have been a fuiEcient motive for not adopting 
this abfurd fyfteoi i the feaij of reprifels.. 

What would have been the fate of SaumuFj^, 
Angers, Mans, Laval, Dol; and many other flou- 
rifhing cities wh^e the Vendeans entered in 
triumph,^^ had not the moderatioji of the generals 
preferved thefe towns from the torch of the incen- 
diary, and complete -devaftation ; or had they ftom 
fome blind fentiment of revenge . followed the 
plans of the.Jacobins? wliQ. can reflect without 
horror on the mafs of ruins which at this time 
would have covereda part of France? this dreadfut 
fyftem,, the moft fitted to add new horrors and 
new crimes to the civil war, was either the offspring 
of patriotifm run msi^, or of themoft confummatc 
and artful wickednefs^ 

> 

Meanwhile, the Vendeans, bufy at Mortagne \n 
coUefting the flower of their army, were over- 
whelmed with the moft dreadful intelligence. Not 
only 'was the army of Chalbos marching to drive 
them from the poft they occupied, but two ftrong 
republican divifions, drawn from the Lower Vendee, 
were; advancing-to take tl^m iii rear, threatening 
at the f;vme time both Tiffauges and.ClioUet. 

CharrettQ 
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Charrette by a falfc xombination, had aided the 
projedts of the republicans. Inftead of engaging 
the attention of the armies he had in front, and 
making a powerful diverfion in favour of the 
grand army on the fide of TifFauges, he engaged 
in the vain projeft of fcizing Noirmoutiers, and 
thus abandoned the Upper Vei|l^e to the united 
efforts of the republicans. The republican gene- 
rals took advantage of this capital &ult, and 
marched in three columns againft the flower of the 
Vendean forces, fully perfgaded that viftory foon 
would deliver them up in fucceflion the Vendue, 
Charrette, and Noirmoutiers. 

The celebrated Weftermann was not at this 
time in the number of generals in fervice. 
Robefpierre had ordered hiin to Paris, where he 
was for fome time fufpended from his employ- 
ments j and the brave fellows he had fo fucc?fs- 
fully commanded were thereby deprived of his 
afliftance. At this time, a report was fpread, 
that the Jacobins were defirous of prolonging the 
civil war, and that they fed the flame. The 
tyrannical afts of Robefpierre leave no doubt 
on my mindof fuch being his intention. This 
monfter, jealous of Weflermann's merit, and in 
faft of every other perfon of ability, feem to 

have 
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have adopted for himfelf Tarquin's inftruftion^ to 
his Ibn. The capture of Chatillon was a thun- 
der-ftrokc to him as well as to the Vendee. He 
feared that the extinftioti of the civil War would 
wreft from him the powerful arm of terror, and 
deprive liim of a pretext for his affaflinations and 
plunders ; in a ♦ord, the greedy tiger had fur- 
ther need of new vid:ims> that he might riot iii 
their blood, and revel in their fpoils*. Be that 
as it may, Weftermann thus difgraced, might havt 
felt that Robefpierre^s . hatred was the filent pre- 
paration of his grave. We (hall (hortly fee to 
what a length that hatred was carried : at thli 
period he was compelled to refign, being tor- 
mented by contradictions and fufpicions, which 
are often more prejudicial to a man of honour 
than complete difgrace. 

Whilft the republican armies were uniting 
their forces, and preparing to march upon Mor- 
tagne, the Vendean leaders held a council, and 

♦ The obfervatioo of the famous Ihtntoit, the Coryphfc of 
the Jacobins, is well kpown. When one of his friends remarked 
to him that the barbarous laws which daily emanated from the 
committee, of which he was a member, would ftrip France of 
. half its la^jd owners : Sd much the hetiery replied the infuriate 
demagogue,- *(kc ftatidm tUed of a ncwo emtjion of- emigrunts, 

tried 
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tried every meafure to avert the ftorm, Pofted 
between Mortagne and Chollet, they alike defended 
both towns, which could not be taken except by 
a battle. Couriers were every day difpatched to 
baften the arrival of reinforcements, ' and officers 
haftily affembled from all. parts, followed by all 
the foldiers they could mufter, ^Under thefe dr- 
cumftances, Bonchamps rejoined the army with a 
body of ten thoufand mtn^ ready to bury them* 
felves under the a(hes of the Vendue ;^ not fatisfied 
with thefe reinforcements, the chiefs fent feveral 
meffengers to Charrette to i inform him of their 
diftrefs, and provoke a diverfion upon Tiffauges. 
They alfo took poffeffion of the principal heights, 
'and eftabUfl»ed detachments upon the moft ad- 
vantageous pofts in the vicbity of their camp ; 
\ipon the whole, they took every precaution ne* ' 
ceflary to enfure a vidtory. Thefe difpofitions, 
which were certainly well planned, were rendered 
of no effeft from , errors which they afterwards 
committed. However great might be the confi- 
dence of the Vetxdean chiefs, they could not but 
refledt, that if routed, they bad no point of 
. retreat. Obliged in that cafe toi fall back on 
the Loire, they thought it wouW be advantageous 
at all events to fecurc the paffage of that river, 
an^ therefore difpatched four thoufand chofen 

men. 
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men to feize upon Varades, a town fituated on 
the other 4ide of that river. This plan was 
executed, and Varades was taken; but indepen- 
dently of the danger they ran in dividing their 
forces at this crifis, the Vcndeans began to lofc 
their courage, and, during the battles of Mor- 
tagne and Cbol^t, all their thoughts were di- 
refted towards the river, the pafiage of which 
had been prepared for them. 

On the 25th of Oftober, 1793, the two armies 
came within fight of each other. The repub- 
licans, commanded by L6chelle and Beaupuy^ 
wore an air of confidence, that was the prefagc 
of viftory; but the Vendeans on the other fide, 
advanced to the combat , like men determined 
to bury themfelves in the ruins of their country. 
The battle commenced at one o'clock in the 
afternoon. The two armies ruftied upon each 
other with fury, amd viftory remained undecided 
till eleven at night. At that time, the repub- 
licans, fatigued by their numerous long marches, 
began to give way, when Lichelle, taking advan- 
t^e of the darknefs of the night, marched round 
with his body of referve, and fuddenly fell upon 
ihe wing commanded by Lefcures. At this un- 
cxpefted attack, the Vendeans gave way on all 

fides, 
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ides, and fled panic-flruck to ChoUet ; Lefcures, 
feeing this diforder, ruflied in amongft the fugi* 
tives, rallied a part, and led them back upon 
the eneipy. The exertions and example of 
this brave captain had already in fome degree 
renewed the combat, when he received a mortal 
wound, and fell in the midft of his men. His 
officers led him bleeding out of the thickeft of the 
engagement, and conducted him to Beaupreau. 
The inftant the news of his fall fpre^d through the 
Vendean army, the foldiers loft their courage and 
fled; leaving the >a<9:orious republicans in pofleflion 
of Mortaigne, and a part of their artillery. The 
next day Chollet. opened its gates. Several ge- 
nerals made vain attempts to prevent the deftruc- 
tion of this flourifliing city ; their orders were 
not attended to, and pillage and murder in every 
quarter rendered the place a fcene of horror and 
defolation : the incendiary torch had already fprea4 
through the fuburbs, when the noife of cannon was 
fuddenly heard. — After repofing fome hours at 
Beaupreau, the Vendean army, more harrafled 
than difcouraged, advanced upon Chollet, to try the 
chance of another engagement. On hearing of the 
enemy's approach, L^chelle caufed the generale to 
be beat, and ranged his troops in order of battle. 
At noon the attack commenced ; the firflN Ihocfc^ 

o of 
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of the right wing of the Vendcans was fo violent, 
that ihey penetrated neariy to the fuburbs, and 
although the republicans endeavoured feveral times 
to repulfe the enemy, they could not drive them 
back to their firft pbfition ; feveral divifions in 
vain advanced with charged bayonets upon a 
body of troops cpmmanded Tdj Stofflet; thefe 
attacks, which were ftemly refifted, only ferved to 
renew the batde. 

Wliilft fortune fmiled thus on" the right wing 
of the Vendeans, the left had experienced the 
reverfe. The Mayen^ais, who were c^pofed to 
this wing, had ahready broken k by three vigorous 
charges, when Beaupuy, falling with his cavalry 
on the fcattercd ranks of the enemy, overthrew 
them on all fides, and decided the viftory, which 
till then had remained uncertain. The Vendean 
chiefs, however, did not forget themfelves at thh 
crifis, but 'flew amongft the fugitives, trying to 
reanimate their droojnnjg Courage, and calling to 
their cavalry to advance ;, but the greater part 
had alreiddy retreated to Beaupreau. On receiving 
this intelligence, Laroche- JaqueHh, 'D'Elbee^ Bon* 
champs, and the mdft celebrated cf their chiefsy 
perceived that the time was come fcr them 'to fall 
with tlie ruin^ of their party; collefting, there- 
fore 
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/oxe, haftily a body of one hundred and fifty 
cavaliers, they ruftied upon the conquerors : 
wherecver this delperate troop prefented itfclf, 
they left the traces oif their paffage ; feveral re- 
publican officers fell under their ftroke, and the 
brave Beaupuy, borne by his course into the 
middle of this formidable fquadron, was on the 
point of being made prifbner, having had three 
horfes killed under him. But at length the party 
became unequal to the conqueft, the viiftorious 
army furrounded the Vendean chiefs, and direfted 
their whole iftrength againft them. Bonchamps and 
D'Elb^e both killed by on'c faul (hot, had already 
met the fate they fought ; more than ten of the 
braveft officers had fhared the fame fate, and 
two-thirds of this chofen band were either wounded 
or dying, Laroche-Jaquelin, whofe clothes were 
(hattered by bullets, at length thought it time to 
retreat ; but even this now became every minute 
more dangerous to accomplifli, when a body of 
Vendean infantry, hearing of the danger of its 
chiefs, boldly devoted itfelf to their fafety, and 
returned to the fight. By prodigious efforts, they 
fucceeded in difengaging them, and dragged 
D'Elb^e, who yet breathed^ and who lived fome 
months after, from the hotteft of the fight ; Laroche- 
Jaquelin, with a few men». had the good fortune 

to 
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to gain Beaupreau. The right wing of the Ven- 
deans, hearing of the difaftcr of the left, re» 
treated, and with great difEculty fucceeded in 
rejoining their general. Meanwhile Laroche- 
Jaquelin, now the only fupport of his party^ 
after allowing his army a few hours repofe, gave 
orders to march to St. Florent, and fet off imme- 
diately, accompanied by the greater part of his 
men. Two hours after his departure the repub- 
licans, favoured by the night, penetrated into Beau- 
preau, and put 10 death every perfon they met. I 
(hall draw a veil over the horrors which took 
place in this town ; fiiffice it to fay, that they 
furpaffed all thofe of which the Vendue had as 
yet been the witnefs and the viftim. 

Meanwhile the Vendean army reached St. Flo- 
tent, and prepared to crofs the Loire*. On all fides 

crowds 

* The motives for this decifion will be found fuflScicDtly 
fpecious ; they were certain of finding a number of difcon- 
tented in Britanuy and Anjou ; they hoped, that fupportcd by 
an army, thefe would not hefitate. to come forward, and that 
they (liould alfo find in thefe provinces new refources where- 
with to recommence the war ; while on the other hand, the 
country they had quitted being nothing but a heap of ruins, it 
was notj poffible for fo numerous an army to fubiift.— 
Such were the realons allcdged to the foldiers, to induce thcmlo 

'this 
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crowds of men and women arrived who had ef- 
caped the fire and carm^e, and who came trem- 
bling to rejoin their hufbands or their fathers, and 
to (hare with them the horrors of their defperate 
iituation. 

It was at this time that the . Committee of 
Public Safety pafled a decree, by which they fixed 
the precife time when the war fhould finifli. Men 
of fenfe could not forbear fmiling to fee men 
paffing decrees againft Fortune, and taking upon 
them to command viftory. This folly reminds 
us of that of Xerxes, who ordered the fea to be 
whipped for having difobeyed his fovereign orders. 
We fhall prefently fee how fortune mocked their 

commands, 

this emigration ;^but the real motive, which decided the gene- 
rals to take this meafore, was, that in drawing the Vendeans 
from their country, they made them the dependants of fortune^ 
and in forming them into a permanent body, left them only 
two refources, of conquering or dying with rhem. If on the 
one hand, this latter reafon appeared decilively to favour the 
proje6t, many greater conliderations militated ibongly againft 
it on the other. Was it with a vanquifhed and fugitive army 
they could hope to gain frefh partifans? Could the Bretons, 
who, at the time Nantes was befieged, had not refolved to affift 
them, feel themfelves lefs unwilling to (hare the fortunes of pro« 
fcribed fugitives ? in condu^Hng the Vendeans alfo into a ftrange 
country, did they not expofe themfelves on the firft defeat to want 
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commands, and revenged herfelf by. revcrfing their 
decree*. 



On the 8th of O&ober, Laiocke-Ja^uelin finally 
determined to try the famous paflage, andtb© ojtder 
for their departure was given. The Vcndeans had 
previoufly confii>ed m the prifons of St. Florent, 
ieveral thouiandsof patriots whom tiiey had tdji^en 
in different engagements^ asd before their depar* 
ture had refdved to (hoot them. Th^fe unhappy 
wretches had already reached their laft hour, 
when Lefcures, then expiring, heard their pJain- 
tif e cries. Rage and 'mdignati(Hi gaVe him frefli 
vigor, and he; caufed himfelf to be carried to the 
Council, after having given orders to fiifpend the 
^ecutioQ. In vain they anfwered him, that the 
right of reprifals would not allow them to be faved, 
that his pity was tnifplaced, that they were fd many 
enemies left behind the army, and that perhaps 

a rallying point? It follows, therefore, that they either hazarded 
at], or calculated on continual victories. If to this we add the 
efregious fault the chiefis committed in fuffering the foldiers to 
take with them their wives and children, we ihall he obliged to 
acknowledge that the pafTage of the t<oire gave the death blow 
|o the Vendue. 

* See Notes, Nos. XV, XVI, XVII, and XVIIl. 

thcjf 



they would even it^errupt the reai: guard, at the 
cnoment of embarkation. ** No barbarous repri- 
sals," cried this generous captain, ** Are they not 
men, are they not Frenchmen ? No gendemen^ 
they fliall nbt be ilain in cold blood while I am 
here!'* The dignified and commanding tone of 
Lefcures, and the yet greater afc^ndancy of fo 
renowned a chief, at length induced the Council 
to iign the pardon of thefe prifoners, and France 
owes to the humanity of a profcribed leader, the 
prefervation of thoufands of her defenders*- 

Meanwhile 

* I am far from juftifying the infurreSion of the Ven- 
due and I believe, in the courfe of this work, I have 
made my profeffion of faith on that fubjeA ; but if I might 
be allowed to palliate the crime which Lefcures committed 
in arming himfelf againft the majority of his fellow-citizens, 
I fliould fay that he was mifled; and that in the general 
diforder caufed by anarchy, he could not hear the voice of 
his country, ilifled by the bowlings of the different ^6tioils. 
However this may be, we can affirm,' to his glory, that in 
the midft of the horrors of a civil war, he always preferved 
the heart of a Frenchman. All thofe whom the chance of 
war threw into the hands of the infurgents, regarded him 
as their tutelary faint, and the inftant they beheld him^ con^ 
fidered themfejvcs in perfe£k fafety^ More than twenty thou- 
iand, who owe their lives to him, are to this day monuments of 
^f unceafing humanit^r. The celebrated Mathurin de Lef- 
cures 
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Meanwhile the veflels were rowed acrofs the 
Loire, and the army had juft pafled over, when the 
republican advanced guard appeared at St. Florent. 

curesi fo well known at Malu under the appellation of the 
brave Rom^gas, and who died in the year 15811 was one 
of the anceflors of the Vendean LefcureSb 
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xHE Vendcans flying with their wives and 
Children from their countfy, a prey to the flames, 
rcfembled the Trojans, whb reunited themfelvcs 
on Mount Ida, and whom j£neas fortle days 
after conduced acrofs unknown feas to find a new 
Ti-oy in Latium. The fate of the Vendeans, 
however, wasr ftili more deplorable ; for ihe 
Greeks facisfied, after the deftruction of the empire 
of Priam, with the exemplary vengeance which 
they infli<9:ed for the rape of Helen, never 
thought of following the unhappy remains of Ilion/ 
whilft the republicans, in order to extinguifh eVery 
^ark of the conflagration, were eager for the total 
extermination of thefe unhappy fugitives, who every 
where met an enemy, and who could not move ^ 
fkep except at the point of the fword. 

[It 
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It was impoffible for any. fituation to be more 
defolate than that of the Vendeans, on leaving 
their boats : a fugitive army in a ftrange countrj% 
without provifions, burdened with a number of 
women and children, followed by.a yiftorious army, 
and without any other proipe A "than "certain death. 
Defpair, it has been faid, produces miracles, and the 
ftrength of mind difplayed by the Vendeans under 
thefe circumftanc^.is .cert;ainly wonderful. ^The 
whole of France was aftoniftied to fee men whom 
they imagined were deftroyed, call forth new vigor 
a,nd new means. ^ It has been, remarked, that in 
' paffing the Loire, they had become new men, 
and that they recovered their courage on lofing fight 
of the place of their misfortunes. Their forces 
indeed appeared fuddenly to increafe in proportion 
to their diftrefs;, their new combats could only be 
cOHnpared to thofe of giants ; * and If the genius of 
the republic had not guarded her with a watchful 
eye,' and guided her brave defenders to the battle 
of Mans, (he might have been in danger of being 
deftroyed in her infancy. Not that the republican 
army had loft any of the brilliant courage by which 
it triumphed at Chollet, but what could be done 
againft defperadoes, who, placed between the 
bayonet and the fcaffold, knew no danger, preci- 
pitated "themfelves Into the midft of the thickeft. 

battalions^* 
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battalions, and fought for either viftory or death ; 
but the recital of thofe bloody aftions will conVirm 
what I have here advanced. 

The firft town which fubmitted to the Vendeans 
upon their landing, was Varades*; Ancenis had 
irefifted in vain; its barriers and iron gratings 
Were beaten down by the cannon, and it fell into 
the hands of the enemy. 

Ingrande, Segr^, and Cand6 alfo fubmitted to 
the fame yoke : Chateau-Gontier attempted to 
try the chance of arms ; but after an engagement 
of fome hours, the* republicans too weak, were 
obliged to retreat, and leave the town to the con- 
querors. This example did not intimidate the 
inhabitants of Laval ; they affembled near their 
Avails a fufEcient number of the national guard, 
upon whom they founded their hopes : thefe new 
levies, however, could not long refift a formidable 
and difciplined army ; in lefs than an hour, the 
mafs was difperfed, and the colours of the Vendue 
waved on the walls of Laval.* It was in this town 
that Laroche-Jaquelin, previoufly appointed at 

* Varades had been tatoeri by a Vendean detachment pre- 
vious to the paflage of the* army. . 

p 2 Varades, 
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Varad^s, gcncralUfimo pf the infurgentS, made the 
enumeration of his army. He foqnd that it 
amounted to thirty thoufand foot^ and OAf thou- 
fand two hundred cavdry, befides an immenfe 
QVimber of wpmen and children* 

Meanwhile, the conquerors of ChoUet, after 
having pafled the Loire, purfued by forced marche* 
the prey which had efcaped them. Two day3 after 
the capture of Laval, the brave Mayen9ais, at the 
head pf the advanced guard, appeared under .its 
walU, and ppiled themfelve^ near the biidge d'Eor 
trafnie, where the Vendean army fkw to meet them. 
The Mayen9ais had to fuftain the honour tliejr 
had obtained at Chollet^ ^nd their adverfarie? tp 
wipe off the difgrace ; they accordii)gly fought 
with the greateft fuiy. The former, greatly in* 
ferior in point pf number, had on their fide &iU 
^nd difcipline 5 while the Vendeans were fuperior 
in numbers, and fought defperately. After a battle 
of fix hours,- the victory ftill remained doubtfuL 
till Stofflet> by a fqdden attack, decided it in 
favour of the rebels. At the bead of a bpdy of 
fifteen hundred men, he made a circuit, and 
taking the enemy's columns fuddenly in the rear, 
fired at the diftance of fprty paces, and then ri^fljed 
on with charged baypnet$. Tlik brjflt atta(i 

threw 
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threw the republican ranks into diforder; driven 

forcibly one againft the other, the two parties were 

interniiixedj and their mufquets became ufelefs ; 

they feized each pther by the hair of the head, 

fighting only with their bayonets, and the field of 

battle was covered with the (lain. "Notwithftandmg 

the prodigious valour of the Mayen^ais, they were 

thrown into diforder, and could neither with* 

(land the force of the two attacks, nor fight, rally, 

or make a good retreat. The enemy made a terri« 

ble ilaugbter of thefe brave men, the lofs of whom 

their country muftfor ever deplore, and whofe 

memory mufl: for ever be held in veneration* 

Thofe who cfcaped retreated to Chateau-Gontien 

Several Vendeans have affured me, that the Mayen- 

^ai^ might have been afiifted by a republican 

column^ which was near Laval ; but that from a 

i)aie lientiment of jealoufy, they rather determined to 

lacrifice men, who were regarded even by their roc- 

mics as the flower of the republican army. This 

affefiion is, however, probably ill-founded, and 

appears entirely fa, when all circumftances are 

confidered. 

/ 

The republicans^ however, did not lofc any of 
their courage, as the greater part of the conquerors 
of ChoUet had not ihared in the laft battle. 

General 
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General Lechelle who commanded them, was not 
long before he prefented himfelf at Laval ; but 
even the fmall interval which had occured fince the . 
laft battle was fuiEcient to procure the Vendeans a 
confiderable reinforcement, and more than ten 
thoufand malcontents of the environs of Laval had 
joined the Vendean army. It is difficult to conceive 
how Laroche-Jaquelin could have gained a third 
vidtory without this reinforcement. Notwithftand- 
ing all the courage of the republicans, they were 
obliged to yield ; fortune had deferted the banners 
of the patriotic armies fince the paffage of the 
Loire. After a long and bloody battle, the repub- 
lican ranks were thrown into confufion, and the 
rout was foon complete. At this battle, Lefcures, 
6bferving the' danger into which his army would be 
drawn by a defeat, rufhed amongft the ranks, and 
fo animated the Vendeans, that falling on the enemy 
with redoubled fury, the battle was foon decided. 
I have heard, that general Lechelle, ^not being 
able to rally the fugitives, loft his fenfes, but I am 
jiot certain of the truth of this affertion. The 
viftors advanced next day to Chateau-Gontier, 
i^hich town ferved as an afylum for the vanquiflied. 
They had an engagement in this place, in which 
general Beaupuy performed prodigies of valour* 
This brave general, at the head of a feleft corps, 

fuftaincd 
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fuftained for a long time the cflTorts of the enemy. 
Being at length wounded by a ball, which had 
pierced his lungs, he fent his (hirt ftained with 
blood to his grenadiers : aninaated at the fight, 
they made frelh efforts to wreft the vidoty from the 
Vendeansj but the reft of the army being in full 
retreat, they were finally obliged to abandon the 
field of battle. 

The victories gained by the rebeijs after the 
paflage of the Loire, had created more furprife 
than alarm in the republicans. A divifion of new 
troops and chaffeurs of Pari?, pofted at Ernee, 
determined to wait for the conquerors, and 
Laroche-Jaquelin was equally refolved to make 
them' repent their temerity. By a well-planned 
manoeuvre, he divided his army into three co- 
iumns, and fo well concealed his movements 
from the enemy, that they had not the leaft 
idea of his approach. Two of thefe columns 
made a circuit in order to fiarround the patriots^ 
whilft another column advanced towards them 
in front ; feeing the fcanty numbers of the enemy, 
the republicans were aftonilhed at their daring 
courage, and flew boldly to the attack. Laroche- 
Jaquelin, to draw them ftill farther into the fnare^ 
withdrew a few paces, and the. republicans, per- 
ceiving 
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ceiving the enemy give way, redoubled their efforts ; 
they thought themfclveS fecure of viftory; when 
the other two (Columns of the infurgems fuddenly 
appeared, ahd took them in flank ^d rear. Afto- 
nifhed at this threefold attack, the nfpubtrcans only 
thought of efcaping, and in an inftant their rout 
was complete. This laft vidory Tpread terror 
through all the departments of Britanny : Fou- 
geres was carried by aflault, and Audrain, Del, 
Pontorfon, and Avranches threw ofien their gates 
to the conquerors. It is faid, that at thisr crifis^ 
Laroche- Jaquelin propofed in the council to march 
to Paris, and if they did tiot fucceed in getting 
pofleffion of it, to attick the army of the North 
in the rear, while the Aufbrians marched upoti if 
in front. So bold a propofition af^oniOied the 
other chiefs ; fome wifhed to take the road of 
Angers, and following up their advantaged from 
the difperfion of the patriotic afmies, return into 
the Vendee : others, deceived by the promifes of 
the Engliih, propofed to take Granville, that they 
might have a fea-port, where they could difembark. 
This plan, certainly the worft that the Vendeans 
could have followed, was, happily for the republic, 
that which the majority adopted. Granville was 
therefore attacked three days fucceffively, but 
without fucceft. Not bein^ able to find in the 

whole 
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whole army a man who knew the ftate of the for- 
tifications of this place, the infurgents attackeci it 
On the ftrongeft fide, and after thriee days unfuc- 
cefsful fiege, were obliged to retreat. The gar- 
rifon of this town by its gallant refiftance covered 
itfelf with glory*. 

Afliamed of the firft repulfe which they had 
met with fince their paflage, the Vendeans re- 
turned to Vitri ; a republican corps was the firft 
to experience, that if die rebels undcrftood nothing 

of 



* Of the palTage acrofs ihe Loire and the defence of Gran- 
ville, we extract the following account from the third volume 
of Mils Williams's Letters. 

** It was at this period that the Committee of Public Safety, 
through the organ of Barrere, publiihed the happy acrom- 
pliihment of their prophetic decree, by declaring that the 
* Vendee exifted no longer/ At Paris, -as no one daied to 
doubt of the infallibility of the Committee, and dill lefs to 
fufpe6t its veracity, we imagined that the royalifts had been 
completely cru(hed, becaufe the Conunittee informed the Con- 
vention, * that they exided no more.' We learned, however, 
very foon what this annihilation of the Vendue meant. Ic 
was not altogether one of thofe agreeable figures of rhetoric 
with which Barrere was wont to harangue the Convention, 
'£nce there was fome trutli in the declaration, which we did 
not difcover at tlie firft glance; for the great army of the roy- 
Q^ Alifts 



1X4 ylEW OF THE CIVIL 

of fieges, they knew perfectly well how to fight 
in the field. From Vitri the conquerors went 

to 

alifb had indeed evacuated the ScbX of war in the Vendee, if 
that could be called an evacuation which was a triumphal 
march acrofs the Loire. This paflage was accomplifhed with* 
out any lofs, and the royaliil army remained on the northern 
fide, without moleftation, for three days; after which they 
began their march towards the fea coaft acrofs the departments, 
which form the eaftern parts of the provinces of Brittany. It 
might have been expected that their pafTage would have been 
oppofedy or their march harrafled; and that this did not hap- 
pen, was another of Phillipeaux*s myfleries; but the royalifb 
were fuffered to take uninterrupted pofTeffion of the country as 
far as Laval, having furrounded four thdufand men who were 
fent in purfuit of them, and whom they cut in pie<res; the 
fansculotte general, Olignier, who was ordered to march againfl 
the royalifb, and protect the patriots, having thought it more 
prudent to keep always at ten leagues diflance* From Laval 
they marched to Vitri, a ^ce which was reprefented as a moft 
advantageous and formidable pafs, of which alfo they took 
pofleifion, as the conventional Generaliffimo had efife6ied its 
evacuation, though he had every means of refiflaace, and 
might have flopped the march of the enemy ; fince the place 
Was fortified, hftd a garrtfon of^four thoufand men, and was 
provifioned for more than a month. This pla«;e, which the 
inhabitants after the departure of the garrifon would have de- 
fendeijj, if they had not been forbidden, was taken, and the 
royalifts, after defeating fome other corps which were feat fuc- 
cefRvely aga'infl them, marched on withouc further reftfhnce* 
tp the coafls, thrpugh Avranchcs to Granville^ 

Granville 
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to Dol, where they were (hortly afterwards attacked 
by three columns of the enemy. It ieemed as 

if 

Gr«nville is a fea port dn that part of the coaft which fronts 
the iflaods of Jerfey and Guernfey, fbretching north and fouth, 
and forming a right angle with the coaft that goes towards 
St. Maloes and Breil, of which the famous mountain of St. Mi- 
chael is the point. It is the only port on that coaft, and the 
pofleifion of it would have given the royalifts the advantage of 
immediate communication with the allies of the emigranff^nd 
the Englifh, and the means of fecuring the moft efFe^ive fuc- 
cour. Afi they- had padbd through a large tra^ of countiy with 
ib littk interrupjtiaat they did not expe6^ much refiflance, 
where tho incan^ df makic^ k were fo few, and therefore cdn- 
eluded they €»uld repaUie the garrifim of Graavillei which had 
mxrcfaed out to meet tkeia^, and make thffm&Ives mafiers of 
tbat impoitant place ai ea£ly a$ they bad g^iiiied the reft. They 
took poflcflion of the fuhuil^s; b^ when they prepared to 
icale the walls, they found a refifiaace which ihey had little 
€xpe6led. The firfi hero that fell was the mayor, in the habit 
of his office, who had taken the comoiand of the principal poft. 
The royalift artillery oiade great ravines, and the houfes in tlie 
^burbs aifforded the aflaiJants confiderabJe ihelter* The be- 
fieged fet fire to tbefe houft;^ and the attack became fttll 
more defperate : the royalifts were of(en driven down the ram- , 
parts, and the rocks that overhung the town ftreamed with 
bbod. This battle tailed near thirty hours, and I have been 
told by one of my acquaintance who fought on the republican 
^de, that the fpeftacle was truly Aiblime. Not only every 
man, but every woman ai^ <?hild was that day a warrior— the 
V artillery was ferved by the children, who, forming chains from 

Q^» the 
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if the republicans had united all their forces, in 
order to crufli the rebels at one blow. The at- 
tack commenced at three points, upon the high 
' roads of Pontorfon, Antrain, and at St. Malo.— 
To make head more effeftually againft the enemy; 
Laroche-Jaquelin divided his army into three bo- 

the arfenal to the ramparts, conveyed the ammnnttion, while 
the women were employed in aflifling their hufbands, bro- 
thers, and fathers, and preventing the flames of the hou(es in 
the fuburbs ftom communicating to thofe in the town. 

The royaliiis were at length repulfed with great lofi by th» 
handful of republicans, and all the important advantages which 
they reafonably expected from this expedition, fuled. They 
were forced to retreat back to the Loire, and in, this retreat 
they might have been completely cut off; but the cowardly 
and debafing genius of fansculotifm again prevailed ; for Rof« 
fignol kept at feven leagues diftance with his army at the 
moment of the perilous paflage at Dol, and when the royalifb 
had effe^cd it, he brought up his troops who were completely 
routed and driven back to Rennes.. The royalift army in their 
retreat laid (iege to Angers, which was bravely defended by the 
garrifon a^^d the inhabitants in the abfence of Roffignol. At 
Mans, the royalifts were defeated with great loTs by Wefter- 
mann: having divided themielves into two columns, they at- 
tempted to pafs the Loire at Chateau- briant and Ancenis; but 
their good fortune fled when the faniculotte general had ceafed 
to command. At Ancenis they were again routed with great 
flaughter, and the paflage of the Loire was effected with a very 
confidcrable lofe."— JSTp/r of the TranJUtvr. 

dies« 
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dies. After fcveral hours- fighting, this general 
fucceeded in defeating the divifion oppofed to 
him; but whilft he was engaged in purfuing the 
enemy, he was informed that Stofflet, who com- 
manded one of the three bodies of his army, had 
been brifkly repulfed, and that, pofted in a wood 
with two pieces of cannon, he was on the point of 
yielding to the republicans. He was alfo informed 
at the fame time, that the commandant of the 
other divifion was taken prifoner, and that every 
thing on that fide was in confufion. At this 
intelligence, he marched back, and fell vigoroufly 
upon Antrain to difengage his troops. Stofflet 
felt new ardor at his arrival, and xht battle was 
renewed. 

The exertions of both parties were now di- 
rcdted to this point ; the battles of Choliet and 
and Laval excepted, no engagement had yet been 
fo bloody, as that which was now fought with un- 
exampled fury. Their bayonets crofled more than 
once, and blood flowed in abundance. After fifteen 
hours fighting, viftory at length declared itfelf for 
Laroche-Jaquelin, in confequence of a vigorous 
and rapid charge which he made at the head of a 
body of referve- The number of killed on both 
fides was very confiderable, and this battle may 

certainly 
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certainly be confidered as one of the longefl: and 
moft fai^inary of the whole war*. ^ 

So many bloody defeats would have depopu- 
lated any other country but France ; Pi^rfia and 
Aflyria were formerly overturned by lefs iliocks. 
When we refleA that, independently of this deC- 
truftive civil war, France had .to combat the 
greater part of the powers of Europe, we are at a 
lofs to conceive how (he could foftain fuoh aa un- 
equal conteil. It is furprifing, alfo) that a ftate 
with a bad internal government, fliouM have fo 
well maintained itfelf externally. Never wa3 French 
energy displayed to fuch advantage. Rome^ widi 
its boafted magnanimity, trembled on hearii^ of 
the defeat of Cannes ; the march of Spartacus, 
and the revolt of her allies wiere ieveral times ex- 
pcfted to overthrow this warlike republic ; but the 
power of Rome was precarious, her citizens fcarcely 
making a fiftieth part of her allies and bondmen : 
the deft; uftion of ten legions would have been 
to her an incurable wound; in a word, neither^ 
her power, refources, nor energy can be compared 
with thofe which France difplayed during the nu- 
merous ftorms of the revolution. 

' * Sa Note, No. XIV. 

Meanwhile 
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Meanwhile Laroche-Jaquelin, aftoniftied at be- 
holding the efforts of the republic, and perceiving 
that one bloody engagement was only the fore- 
runner of another ftill more fanguinary ; deceived 
alfo by thofe from whom he expected affiftance, 
weakened by his lofles, and in fine, loiing all 
hope of an infurreAicMi in mafs of the Eaftern 
provinces, rcfolved on returning to the Vendue. 
This [n'cgeft mig^t have been eiKCUted a month 
before, but at this period a return was impoffible. 
The enemy had employed all this time in fortifying 
the places and bridges by which tbe Vendeans 
might have efFeded their paffage. 

In order to make their way, they were now nc- 
cefEtated to befiege fevcral places, which, as I have 
already obferved, they were not capable of under- 
taking. Notwithftanding ell thefe obftacles, the 
army, however, began its march, and arrived at 
Ernee; it was in this town they depolited the 
remains of the brave Lefcures. This? general, 
wounded at ChoUet, died a Ihort time after the 
battle of Laval : his body had ever fince been 
carried about in the rear of the army; but at 
length, forefeeing the dangers which threatened 
them, Laroche-Jaquelin ordered it to be buried 
with military honours at Ern^e^ A few days after 

thi^ 
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this evfent, the Vendeans reached the gates of 
Anglers j the garrifon was coaimanded by the ^- 
lant Beaupuy, who, though wounded, ordered him^ 
felf tobe carried upon the ramparts. This general 
repulfed with vigor all the attacks of the enemy, 
and by his fpirited refiftance gave time to the 
republicans to come to his affiftance. Learnmg 
the arrival of a new republican army, the Ven- 
deans raifed the fiege, and refolved on returnmg 
to Britanny to recruit, but, attacked in their retreat 
by feveral columns, they did not reach Baug^ until 
after five days oC continual fighting. 

On the day following the town of La Fleche 
endeavouring to oppofe their paflage,. was taken 
by ftorm*, ahd the rebels marched upon Mans, 

which 

♦ Since the period of their pafTage of the Loire, the Ven- 
deans had never found themfelves in fo critical a iituation. 
The town of La Fleche, defended by forty thoufand men, and 
' by the river of the Loire, the bridges of which had been def- 
troyed, prefented to the aflailants an infurmountable barrier ; 
on the other fide, the advanced guard of the republican army 
was fighting with the rear-guard of the Vendeans. Thus 
,hemm6d in between a river and an array, the infurgents 
bad no means whatever of efcape, when Laroche-Jaquelin, at 
the head of a detachment of fifteen hundred men, difcover^ 
a' ford at about two leagues up the river, which he pafled, and 

falling 



WAR IN THE YENDiS* 131 

which they alfo took after a very warm refiftanoe. 
Some days afterwards, Laroche-Jaquelin hearing 
that Weftermann, who had been fent back to the 
Vendue, was approaching at the head of a nume- 
rqus army to drive him from Mans, was guilty of 
a fault, which brought about the ruin of his party, n 
Inftead of marching off his foldiers from Mans, 
where plenty and good living enervated their cou- 
rage, and leading them to meet the enemy, he 
refolved to remain in that poft, which he thought 
advantageous. Weftermann foon prefented him- 
felf before this town: Laroche-Jaquelin beat to 
arms, but thp greater part of the Vendeans, in 
a ftate of intoxication, remained infenfible to 
the danger. The cowards, who in the open field 
would have been obliged to fight, remained Se- 
creted in Mans, waiting the iflue of the en- 
gagement. Although weakened by this dcfedlion, 
Laroche-Jaquelin for fome tirfi« fuftained the fhock 
of the enemy. A battery' which he had placed 

faTIing upon the garrifon, put it to flight, haftily repaired the 
bndge, crofled over his anny, poded his artillery on the 
bfidge, and in this flrong pofition, obliged the reptiblican 
army to retreat. This affiiir did the grealefl honour to Laroche- 
Jaquelin ; to him the Veiidean army owed its prefervation, 
and their acclamations after the victory were a ftifficient tef- 
timony that they confidered their general as the life and fotil 
•f their caufe.. 

R near 
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near the town, and which he had malked, made 
fuch dreadful havoc at the beginning of the en- 
gagement among the republican ranks, that they 
were thrown into diforder, and would have been 
routed, if Weftermann, afliftcd by fome of the 
republican generals*, had not renewed the combat. 
The battle had lafted for five hours with equal 
fuccefs, and the vidory remained as yet undecided, 
when Laroche-Jaquelin, twice difmounted, having 
had two horfes killed under him, entered Mans 
to give orders. This retreat difpirited the Vendeans, 
who fell back and entered the town with him. 

The general returned in vain to the field oif 
battle ; in the midft of the tumult and clamour 
of the women, his voice was not heard, nor his 
orders obeyed ; thinking therefore the .battle loll, 
be aflfembled his cavalry and retreated to Laval. 
Meanwhile, the Vendeans who had been fcattered 
about the flreet, hetong the noife of tlie cannon, 

/ * The patriotic generals were fo often fufpended or broke 
by aa unfettled and jealous government, that it is not eaiy 
in this work to notice in a concife manner the different 
chiefe who have commanded the republican armies, during 
the three campaigns, of 1792, 1793, and 1794; I know, 
however, that in the battle of Mans, the brave Marceau 
aftcd as general in chief. 

. aflembjed. 



WAR IN THE VEND]&E. 123 

affembled, and advanced againft the enemy. 
The engagement began once more in the ftreets 
of Mans, and became more fanguini^ry thin 
ever : enrj^ed at feeing the viftory fo long dif- 
puted, the republicans ruftied with fury into the 
enemy's ranks, but were repeatedly driven back 
by the fire of the mufquetry ; a piece of artil- , 
lery, charged with cafe-fhot, did the greateft 
.execution. This piece which commanded one 
of the principal ftreets of Mans, and which was 
fired upon the patriots at the diftance of fixty 
paces, fwept away whole ranks. This horrible 
carnage lafted till evening, the ftreets pf the 
town ftreaming with blood : the.Vendeans ftill 
leemed refolved to bury themfelves under its 
ruins ; but the republicans at length gained 
pofleflion of the principal pofts of the town, and 
the infurgents not feeing their General fighting 
at their head, were under the necefGty of re- 
treating, which they did in platoons, taking the 
road of Laval. Laroche-Jacjuelin was fome 
leagues from Mans, when he judged, by the 
found of the artillery, that his troops were ftill 
engaged-. Afhamed of too early a retreat, he 
turned his horfe, and haftened at full gallop to 
rejoin his army ; but all that he could do, was 
to proteft the retreat of the fugitives with his 
B 4 cavalry^ 
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cavalry.- I have been affured, that in this re- 
treat, feeing his caufc defperate, he fevcral times 
rafhly ruflied upon the enemy^ anxious as it 
were for death, but was at length compelled by 
fome of his officers tp retreat to Laval. This 
general, whofe cours^e was fo univerfally acknow- 
ledged^ and who had given fo many proofs of 
pr^fence of mind and military knowledge, com- 
mitted two very capitad erron this day : lirft, in 
llfLving waited for the enemy at Mans, inftead 
of withdrawing his forces from that town, and 
fecondly, in having too foon defpaired of 
fuccefe*. 

« 
The' Veridcans had no fooner quitted ManI, 
thai! a carnage flili more horrible took place in 
this unfonunate city. I (hail draw a veil over 
all the horrors committed in this place, and. 
fimply (late, that more than eighteen thoufand 
Vendeans, old men, women,* and infants, as 

* Several Vendeans have afTured me, that Lajoche-Jaquelin 
left Mans only to rally the fugitives and renew the combat ; 
this opinion has the air of probability : according to vulgar 
opinion, however, fuccefs is always the fruit of talent, as 
the revcrfe is that of ine^cperience ; a general, therefore, let 
him be ever fo brave and Ikilful, is always in fault when he 
is beaten. 

well 
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well as Soldiers, were flaughtered. In other ref- 
pe^ts, the republican generals difplayed on this day 
the greateft couragp and abilities*. 

The Vendeans had now received a wound from 
which they could never hope to recover. This 
defeat had deprived them of the braveft of their 
foldiers, of their artillery, ammunition, and even 
of hopcy the laft rcfourcc of the wretched. 

The chiefs aflembled at Laval, and uhanimoufly , 
agreed, that the only plan which the artny could 
follow, was to approach the Loire, and attempt the 
paffage, coft what it would. They accordingly 
marched towards Ancenis, continually harrafled by 
the republicans,. On reaching this town, Laroche- 
Jaquelin ordered rafts, which being badly con- 
ftrudted, appeared fo unfafe, that the army refufed 
to embark. To encourage them by his example, 
Laroche-Jaquelin, followed by feveral officers, 
fprung upon the firft, and after ftruggling about 
half an hour agaihft the waves, effeded a landing 
on the oppofite fide ; feveral hundreds of his fqldiers 
imitated his example, and were as fuccefsful as their 
general. It is thought that the majority of the 

* See Note, No. XX. 

army 
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army would have paffed fuccefsfully, had not 
the republicans fuddenly came up, and driven the 
infurgents to Savenay. On the next day, this army, 
deprived of its general, and entirely difpirited, 
fcarcely made a fhadow of refiftance ; attacked by 
the conquerors, it received its death blow in the 
fields of Savenay. 

Such was the refult of the fatnous paflage of the 
Loire, which coft France fo much blood, that no 
Frenchman can ilill help, fhuddering at the name 
of the civil war in the Vendue, 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER YII. 



€AM?AIQN OP 1794 

After the defeat at Savenay, the civil war 
appeared finiftied, and ftridtly fpeaking, no longer 
exifted in the Vendue. The remains of an army 
which had fo often carried terror even to the 
x:apitai, now fcattcred about in the forefts, or fe- 
creted in fome of the communes of Britanny, 
thought of nothing but of the means of pro- 
longing their eziftence, and returning back to 
their homes. Like the Ifraelites, who during 
their captivity* at Babylon, upon the banks of' 
the Euphrates, wept at the remembrance of Je- 
irufalem, the Vendeans, their eyes continually 
fixed upon that infurmountable barrier which 
divided them from all they held dear, were con- 
triving 
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triving night and day the means of overcoming 
this obftacle, in order once more to vifit their 
native country. 

Meanwhile Laroche-Jaquelin, cut off from hi» 
army by this unexpe(9!ed evewt, and purfued by 
a numerous detachment of republicans, was 
obliged to feparate from the few foldiers who 
had followed him, and, accompanied by only 
one officer, withdrew into the woods, to efcape 
ihe aftive fearch of the enemy. Overcome with 
hunger and fatigue, he fet off before night with 
his companion ; at <he haaard of beiisg difcovered, 
they flopped 2|t ribe fiift Imait chance threw ia 
their way, where they found a diaritable farmer, 
who after giving them Aipper, tCQQda<93ed them 
-to a bam to pafs the night. They were fcafcely 
aflcep, when the farmer, tcfrified, 'icame to :awafce 
them. " GMtlemen," fiud he, " fly inftaatly :; 
my houfe is filled with ^re^publijcam ; you aUb run 
the more riik, as they even .pK>po(c co fleqp in 
this very barn, cand will be hejcne tntaskediatcly." 
" My friend,'* trepJioi Laracho- J^qiiolan, " though 
we fliould perifti yet wc muft He&pi leave u« 
and the care cf bar pcefervatipn to Providence.'* 
Xl^ farmer was fcarcely gone out, when, the 
lepublicans entered, and, climbing up on the 

hay. 
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hay, fell afleep by the fide of the two Vendeans. 
Being all extremely fatigued, they llept during 
the night, and at day break, Laroche-Jaquelin 
awoke his comrade, and each taking a mufket, 
haftened away from fo perilous an abode. After 
two days march, they withdrew into a wood, 
liaving no other fubfiftence than what they took 
from fuch as were within reach of their muikers ; 
but wearied at length by fo miferable a way of 
life, they bent their fteps towards Chatillon. 
Laroche-Jaquelin from tKence fent feveral emifla- 
ries into all the neighbouring parifhes to raife 
new forces^ but the remembrance of the defeats 
at Mans and Savenay was yet too ftrong in the 
minds of the Vendeans, to lead them to face 
new dangers. The commands of the general 
were^no longer regarded, and all that he could do, 
was to aflemble a few of the old foldiers whp 
had efcaped from the laft engagements. 

. I have no doubt, buc that if the Government at 
tHis period had confided the comttiand of the repub- 
lican forces to fuch a fkilful, prudent, and above 
all moderate general, as Hoche, who reached 
this country too late, the civil war would have 
been completely quelled. Had an amnefty been 
granted at this moment, it would have won their 

s hearts 
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hearts to the republic, clofed up their wounds, 
and in a word, have prevented the danger and 
expence of a new civil war ; but the Committee 
of Public Safety, intoxicated with power, and 
maddened into rage, thinking that blood only 
could quench the flame, fent into* the Vendue, in 
quality of commiflary, one . of thofe monflers 
which nature fometimcs produces as the fcourge 
of mankind, one of thofe blood-thirfly tigers, 
refembling human kind only in its form. The 
barbarous Carrier, reaching Nantes .furrounded 
by executioners, himfelf more inhuman than any 
of them, inundated the town, and ftained the 
Loire with a deluge of blood j'and on the other 
fide, the republican generals, inftead of applying 
healing balms to their dreadfial wounds, made 
ufe only of the moft violent cauftics, fire and 
fword. It might well have been faid, that the 
Vendeans in their eyes were no part of the human 
race; women with child, the fuperannuated and 
difeafed, the infant in the cradle ; nay, even the 
beafts*, houfes, (tones, and alfo the foil, appeared 

to 

* It is calculated that eleven hundred "thoufand oxen have 
perilhed either by the fire' or the fword, in this fertile goui>- 
try, from wlience Paris and the other great communes of 

the 
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to them fo many enemies deferving extermination ; 
and I have no dpubt, but that, if they had had 
the power, they would have hurled the thunder- 
bolt on this unfortunate country, ^to reduce it 
once more to Chaos. If the reader conceives 
this ftatement exaggerated, let him have the cou- 
rage to read the different ^ro^^i verbaux infcrted 
at the end of the mcinorial of Lequinio, printed 
at Paris the firft of Bruniaire, third year; let 
him cad* his eyes on the pieces annexed to the 
trial of Carrier, and alfo to the depofitions and 
denunciations addrefled at the time to the Com- 



the interior heretofore were fiipplied with the greater part of 
their provifions*'. Lepunioj Owwagtfur la FendU^ p. 164. 

It is a h&y that the greateft part of the incendaries di- 
verted themfelves^ with iifteniog to the moans of the bullocks 
in their flails, which were on fire, not fuffering them to be 
untied ; they have been alfo feen, when they had nothing 
to fear from the enemy, take delight in plunging their bay- 
onets into the fides of the oxen faflened to the waggons 
which contained their food. What fliali 1 fay to the burning 
of corn and fodder, of the rapes, mafTacres, &c. 

Non mihi fi linguae centum fint, oraque centum, 
Ferrea vox omnes fcelerum comprendere formas 

'Note rf the Autb»7\ 
t See Mifs Williams's letters, from page 51 to 54. Vol. III. 

Note of tie Tranjlatw. 

s 2 mittee 
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mittec of Public Safety, and reprinted in the 
difFereht journals. 

At the recital of fo many atrocities, the Vcn- 
dean party revived;. Laroche-Jaquclin found a 
new army, at the head of which he look ChoUet, 
beat feveral repubirc?in divifions^ and each day 
tnade funher progrefs^ In. vain had the viftory 
of Savenay been followed by the capture of the 
ille of Nuirmoutiers, and the generalliffimo P*Elbee, 
mortally wounded at ChoUet, been (hot in his 
chair ; thefe continued fucccffes could notdaunt 
men, who had no alternative but to fight or die- 
Charrette, though beatea at Bouin, and driven 
from this iflc, h^d *affe;nbled an armyj. wit;h 
which he penetrated a$ far ^ Maulevrier, where 
his prefence gave <)ew courage to the p^rty of 
Laroche-Jaquelin. 

Thefe tidings loufed fuch of the Vendeans, a$ 
had efcaped the carnage of Savenay. By dint 
of money^ they bribed watermen to tranlport 
them acrofs the Loire in the night. Although 
the republicans hunted them as wild beafts, the 
foreft of Printiau fheltered them during the day, 
and at night they rejoined Charrette, who, pofted 
oiv^ th^ banks with eight thoufand men, recruited 

his 
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his army with thefe new foldiers. Sevefal chiefs, 
and among the peft^ Bernard de Marigny, at 
length joined Laroche-Jaquelin. It was about 
this time, that the two columns, named' the 
infernal^ received orders to march through the 
Vei>dee, and to deftroy every thing they met in 
their paffagc with 'fire and fwoid: and never were 
iivage^ orders executed with more barbarity. 'I 
ftall not dw^U upon all the horrors they com- 
mitted, but merely refer the reader, if he has 
courage enough to examine this hideous pifture, 
to the memorial of the reprefentative Lequinio^ 
which I. have already noticed; all that I (hall 
ftate is, that the atrocities, previoufly committed, 
were merely child's piay, compared with thefe 
^ew horrors; thefe infernal columm maflacred 
about the fourth of the remaining population of 
ihe country ; by the burning of corn, houfes, 
cattle, and other ravages of all kinds, they coft 
the Vendue vpwards of twenty-five millions; an 
enofRK>W lofs, which thirty years of peace and 
profperiiy can fcarcely repay : and in fhort, by 
increafing the Vendean army in a tenfold pro- 
portion, and thereby prolonging the war, they 
caufed to France an expence of rnore than fifty 
thoufand men. I know that the chiefs, who 
were commi^oned to execute thefe barbarous 

meafures. 
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meafures, have pretended that they afted only 
in confequence of fuperior orders ; if this be true, 
as I am ready to admit, it is but juft to throw 
the blame of thefe cruelties upon the real authors. 
Wiiatevcr may be the real ftate of the cafe, on 
the aj^roach of . thefe exterminating columns, 
every perfon flew to the wood? ; ihofe who till 
then had difapproved the war, and had not at 
all interfered, were the firft to arm, and advance 
againfl: the common enemy. 

The patriots who came back to the Vendue, 
finding their property deftroyed, no longer knew 
what power to implore ; the greater part, efcaping 
by night, reached the frontier towns, and fpread' 
univerfal alarm. The magiftrates of thefe towns, 
filled with indignation, called on the govern- 
ment for vengeance; in a word, the diforder 
begame general. Taking advantage of this con- 
fufion, Charrette advanced upon Lianch6, and 
furprifed one of thefe armies. The foldiers loaded 
with fpoils*, chofe to fly rather than fight : more 

than 

* When their knapfacks were full, they loft all reliflx for 
fighting, fearing they fhould lofe them, and the foldiers were 
continually afking for hofpital tickets. The chiefe a£ted ftill 
worfe : they put into requifition the carts belonging to the 

communes. 
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than three hundred thoufand livres and five hun- 
dred fufils fell into the hands of the infurgents, 
who drove the republicans back to Puy-Beliiard, 
leaving Charrette matter of the country, at the 
head of more than fifteen thoufand men. This 
infernal expedition, therefore, which had been 
held forth as the means of finifhing the civil 
war, was precifely the caufe. of its revival ; all 
the cruelties, conflagrations, and horrors were of 
no othdr avail than to inflame the paflions to 
the higheft pitch ; producing no other efFeA 
than, that of ruining the country, of heightening 
ftill further the - joy of our enemies, and giving 
to this war, thus hideous in all its features, 
the exad fimilitude of a war of cannibals. 

' * 

The jreader, no doubt, will be curious to know 

what meafures Charrette took, after the paflage of 

the Loire, to maintain himfelf in the Vendee. So 

communes, carried off all the beft articles from the houfes of 
V the patriots, and then permitted thefe unfortunate perfons to 
move the reft, that they might have the brutal pleafure of 
burning ,their houfes. After this conflagration^ the patriots 
were no fooner brought into the middle of the column, 
than: the volunteers, following the example of their generals, 
feized the reft, killed the men, violated their wives and daugh- 
ters, and afterwards bayonetted them".— — — ifywrno, pages 

136, 137' 

long 
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long as Laroche-Jaquelin had kept in aftioii the 
greater part of the republican troops on the other 
iide of the river, it is not aflonilhing that he fhould 
have been able to withftand the diviiions fend againfl; 
him ; but after the capture of Noirmoutiers, when 
. the generals might have turned their whole force 
againft him, it was certainly wonderful to fee him 
ftruggle with advantage againft fuch numerous and 
terrible-enemies. It was alfo under thefe circum- 
fiances that he difplayed the greateft abiiities ; for 
when he faw the ftorm ready to burft over him^ 
inftead of following the example of the Upper 
Vendee, that of coUedting all his forces, and 
hazarding a decifive engagement, he fought only 
to harrafs his enemies, to intercept their provifions, 
to furprife their detached parties, and to fall upon 
their rear-guard when he found it entangled in 
narrow paffes and difficult roads. 

If he found himfelf clofely preffed by a fuperior 
army, whilft the enemy were ranging themfelves 
in order of battle, Charrette gave the order Sauve 
qui pent 'j in aft inftanr every man difappeared 2 
followed by thirty horfemen, he fled with the 
greateft expedition to fuch town as he had fixed 
upon for the rallying point, which was fometimes 
more than eigl>t leagued from the field of battle, 

and 
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find wfeik the xepuUicasaSy eager for the fpoib, 
jlpread themfelves in platoons ^boiit the ndghbour- 
img villagesi Ciiarrette fell on tkc different corps, ^ 
jand ktUed great munbers, dil threatened b^ the 
approach of the enemy, he gave frefh (ardors, and 
difappeared' widi his troops* He re^ed ^at ad? 
vantages from this mode of carrying on the war; for 
Ithe patriots, vna^^le to fubfiil in a ruined country, 
immediati2;ly on thek convoys being interrupted, 
were obliged to ib^ndon the interior of the Vcnd^, 
^nd retire to their jefpe<9Live pofitions. It wa3 
foy fuch means, that Charrette fo long maintained 
liimfelf in his country, and rendered himfelf a^ 
formidable to his enemies after a d^fe^t, a$ 
Laroche- Jaquelin ai>d I^fcures after their vi^oiies. 
Jt mgft be admitted, however, that in fpite of al} 
the dc?terity of this fubtl^ chieftain, he would have 
been erufhed in the couffe of the campaign by the 
republican armies, if, at this crifis, a new confla- 
gration, no lefs terrible thai> that of the Vendue, 
Jiad not burft fortl^. on the other fide of the Loire. 
The war of the Chouan^ made a powerful diverfio'n 
in favour of Charrette^ Half the republican forces 
were obliged tp crofs tliis river, ir> order f o pppofe 
the progrefs of this new Vendue, whiclj was jfo 
m^ch the more terrible as its extent was greater, 
And as it approij^ched £p i^uch nearer die capital. 

T . ' The 
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alarm, crying, Take care of fbe CbouetteSy dM bjf 
corruption. Take care ef tke Chouam^ This is 
tfae real ori^nal of a name fubftitufied by the j^^ 
cobhs at that time for the nicknames oE arijhcraiei 
feuiilanty fidirali^y zndfnodiri^ whicb they had 
beftowed on all tho& who did not coincide with 
iheir opinions. This digrefikm tipbn^ the Chouans 
jhiowever has draim me wide ^tti my iubjeft^ 
to which I rsturn^ 

Whilft Chamtte fuccefsfuiljr raointaiMd hiid'^ 
fell in this country, Laroche-Jaquelin on Inii 
fide made every dajr new prOgre&; femetime^ 
Vidoriousy and at odiero defeated; one day he^ 
took a tewn^ and the next day was obliged td 
evacuate it i continually on the itmr eh, he threatened 
the different cantonments about him i keeping, 
his* foldicrs* in conftant exercifei and* every day 
finding his party increafed by the wrecKs of Chollet 
and Savehay. The republicans* on- their fide> 
redoubled their efforts to crufti in the bud this 
befh infufcriftioni If they advanced ih mafs^ 
they (ound no enemies* if they went back ta 
jkhe^ djifEsr^ent idantptoments, they were every day 
obliged to< tvpei attacks^ audi fometiines even ta 
Undergo partial defeats. ILarodhe JaqtreKn did 
hot leave them a minutes reft, and by number- 

lef* 



kfs diiirerent in£uxrioQ5$ poftponed ft>r fomei tiiM 
the end df this di^ftrous tnnar i bui at Ungtbi 
tosc the traj&qtnllity.of the republic^ and. the rum 
of his pany, the time arrived which fortune had 
fixed for the termination of his adive life* 

Latdehe-ja^deim im£ kls fi^atik iromr.thf 
ikpartmenra on date odfter fide of ,the Loire^bad 
psLvd very fittle acfiemaDit to htt petforisi {kktp 
In the piecedttig combats ha kad fought as t 
kadfer, attd fevcra} tidajes^ as a Jprii^fate^ buti (met 
Kisi return h^ affbdkd tlief moft estranraigsmt . udk* 
&£& It i& &id^ that forefteing. tbtf ttiuisq^h of. 
the republic^ he watted afcef ihe esadipib of 
Lefcures^ BoiKhamps^ and I>'£H^, bk frieodi 
i&aid KToadjtttois^ tx> bury ht^Difelf ilsdef the ruins 
€(f. xhc Vend^*. la a ikinariilb sear Veebio^ where 
tbe/sepubljciiint ktd beehpM to the; rou«^ he 
joined, i^ids; ardor in p^rfuit of the fmgiitves^ 
Anmng thcfe vnao aj ftddier who* not being able 
ta e&ape fromtb^ OffsiN^ had hid himfelf b^ 
hind a bu^b^ Larocbe- Jjac|k9«lin dffsegiurdiiig the 
ttspTdeamtioK of thdie. aboufc hkn^ advaoiGcd fie 
feizie faini.:v the tdimteer futer of dead%; hearing 
thacf jBamr'of dns gftaeb^ wiAfcd iA d^ifi|$ tf 
tosdfifc 2^ kft krdeiltb)^ wmtitf^^ her Megb«4 
tm tlbe iiBpradeflir]>^li)6l^Jaqiiie^^ vidH>.ii)Ae^ 

of 
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of felling back, advanced with unexampled. tetSc* 
rity, and at the inftant he ftretched opt his hand 
to feize him, the foldier (hot him throi^ tkd 
head« 

Thus periflied by the hand of a peribn tin:- 
fcnown^ this celebrated chief, who had rifen fu- 
periot to fo. many defeats and reverfes* AfteF 
having efcaped firoili the batdes of ChoUet and 
Mans^ he fell in a ^irmilh never to rife again, 
and in his fall he drew on that of bis wholer 
party. Stofflet appointed ^neraliffimo of the army^ 
ordered his death to be kept fecret ; but in fpite 
of all his efforts the report of this irreparable 
lofs ipread throughout the Vend^e^ and his 
fate occafioned fo great a confternation, that had 
the republican generals known how to take ad-* 
Vantage of this event, they would doubdefs have 
pacified the Upper Vendee/ But there was nei- 
ther fufEcient unanimity or harmony among them 
to accomplifti fo defirable an end : too many were 
privately interefted againft the termination of this 
inteftine war: fome wiftied to retain their lu-^ 
crative employments, others hoped yet to reap 
advantage from the fmoaking ruins of the. Vcndfe^ 
and the government, ill advifed, generally adopted 
the worft meafures, Inftead, ther^ore, rf profiting 

by 
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by the conftcjrnation of the infurgents, the re- 
publicans evacuated the interior of the country, 
and contented themfelves with eftabUfhing camps 
at Chollet, Thouars, and Chichi. By this plan 
a few feldiers were to be kept in adive fervice j 
but they did not refleft, that in leaving the rebels 
mafters of the diftridts of Brefluire and Cbattillon, 
they allowed them time to recover from their 
alarm, and take meafures of defence, and that by 
this means, the civil war wouJd hip nec^ffarily 
prolojiged. 

The different patriotic camps frequently made 
incutfions into the infurgent country, but this was 
of little ufe, fince all the advantages which they 
reaped from thefe partial cnterprifes fcarely coun^ 
terbalanced the reverfes which they afterwards 
underwent, 

A few iiidividujji maffacres, and now and then 
-the burning of a few houfes^ was the only refuk 
of fo.ill combined a fyftem ; which would have 
ended eventually in greater diforders, had not the 
government at kngth by its wifdom and mode^ 
ration put an end to a war which had been ren- 
dered atrocious by the commiffidn of fp many 
cruelties. 

The 
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' The evacuation of the Vendee had procured 

fo manjr advantages to StoSet, that in lefs than 

ten months, his forces amounted to upwards of 

ten thoufand men. At the head of this army 

he attacked (ereral times the pcA of Chatetgnerie j 

but repul&d by the bravery of the republican 

troops, he was con^ntiy obliged to fall back 

on his cantonments. It was at the iflbe of one 

of thefe engagements, that, contradi^ed by Ber-t 

Hard de Marigny, one of the braveft ofllcers of 

the Vend(5e, he inhumanly ordered him to hp 

{hot by a body of chaffeurs who were under his 

orders. This barbiarous aft alienated every one 

from him, and difpofed the chiefs, firiends of thQ 

i^nfortunace Bema/d, to liften to the propofitions 

of peace which were made them, aqd rid them^ 

felves a( this defpotic ganie-keeper. 

Cbarrette, on his part, akhough extremely 
weakened, ftill maintained himfelf with cbniiderablo 
advantage ; part of the republican forces were then 
employed in reducing the inhabitants of th^ 
marflieS) and although thefe rebels were often foute4 
they were never entirely fubdued. It is certain 
that their arms were lefs formidable to the 
patriots, than the unwholefonienefs of the water 
and the air of thefe infedtious marfhes which ha4 

deftroyed 
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deftroyed more than one half ; in a word, if the 
Vendcans loft ground every day, the republicans 
on their part exhibited in their movements figns 
of languor, the fure forerunners of the termination 
of civil wars* 

I leave it to whoever may write the hiftory 
of the Vendue, to defcribe the events of .the reft 
of the campaign, which prefents nothing but a 
horrid pifture of mutual cruelties, and frequent 
adtions, but no way decifive. 

I pafs on immediately to the event which de-* 
livcred France from a yoke as ignominious as it 
was infupportable, to the ninth of Thermidor, 
which by deftroying the anarchifts, crufhed ene* 
mies not lefs to be dreaded than the Vendeans, 

That glorious day, by overthrowing Robefpierre 
and his numerous hordes, faved the whole of 
France from a fate that feemed inevitable 5 the 
great changes which it produced in every branch 
of adminiftration foon influenced the fyftem which 
had been till then purfued in the courfe of the 
civil war. Freed at length from the (hameful 
yoke which had fo long opprefled it, the Conven-* 
tion perceived that the continuance of that inteftine 

jj w^ 
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war only tended to undernaine the vital ftrength 
of the body politic and every day accelerate its ruin. 
Too powerful to think itfelf humbled by making 
the firft advances, the Convention did not difdain 
to hold out its hand to the infurgents in token of 
reconciliation. Peaceably inclined perfons were 
fent in its name to recal the Vendeans to a fenfe 
of theif duty and the obligations of nature : all 
violent meafures were laid afide, and thcfe bene- 
ficent coaimiflioners made ufe of nothing but the 
language of reafon and humanity. A fufpenfion of 
arms was the firft effed of this wife fyftem j very 
foon afi;er, a treaty, or rather a general amnefty, 
figned at tl^ camp of la Jaunaie, agreed upon and 
accepted with mutual good faith, applied a healing 
balm to wounds almoft mortal, and which will yet 
long continue to bleed. On this happy event, 
the Vendean peafantry, laying afide their arms, 
ran to furbifli up their plough ihares, and rcfume 
the labours of the field -, in a very fhort fpace of time 
that defolated country^ covered with firefli , crops, 
p'refented more confoling propefts. The honeft Ven* 
deans at the fight of their rifing harvefts began tofeel 
defteftation againft the inftigators of this atrocious 
war, the fruits of which were the demoliflaing 
and burning their houfes^ maffacring their families, 
and the lofs of more than four hundred thoufand 

Frenchmen, 
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Frenchmen*. Whatever may have been falfely 
aflerted at the time> it is certain that fince they kid 
down their arms, thefe peaceable hufbandmen have 
not ceafcd to give to the mother country the 
flxongeft pledges of their fincerity and good faith* 
On being folicited fome months after the treaty tx> 
refume their arms> they conftantly difclaimed the 
cnterprifes of a few reftlefe diftufbers, and re- 
mained unmbved witnefles of their defeat and their 
punifhment. Such was the happy refuk of the 
wifdom df the pacificators, to whom France is 
indebted for its moft valuable gift, that of perfeft 
union among its .citizens. If fince t^e treaty 
of la Jaunaie, fome embryo fparks have given 
occafion to dread a frefti eruption f, I do not 
hefitate to affirm that the Vendean peafantry had no 
(hare whatever in thefe frefh infurreftional move- 
ments. The new infurgents were folely compofed 
pf old chiefs^ who finding neither fkfety nor'pro- 

♦ See Note, No. XXI. 

t Had it not been for the viAory which GeneralAndouin 
gained at Auxbicrs og the 1 3th Brumaire of the year 83. it 
was much to be feared that civtl war would have been re- 
kindled. The infurgents already muilered fix thousand men^ 
among whom there was hardly any Vendean peafants ; never- 
thelefs, the day of the i8th Brumaire contributed more to the 
extinction of this new flame, than the victory of A u biers. 

u 2 teftion 
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tedion in their houfes^ were compelled to feek it 
in arms j of confcripts who had taken tefuge in 
the neighbouring departments, and alfo of fuch 
as had no vifible means of fubfiftence or live- 
lihood. The perfecution, as unjuft as it was 
impolitic, which the Direftory raifed againft the 
catholic worfliip, may indeed have drawn a few of 
the Vcndean peafantry into the party of the new 
infurgentsj but the revolution of the 1 8th Brumaire, 
by placing a man admired by all parties at the head 
of the government, difiipated in an inflant, like a 
thin vapour,^ all thofe appearances of infurreftion, 
and fince that happy moment the moft perfeft 
tranquillity has reigned* in that country : the 
Government is eVery day reaping the fruit of its 
moderation j the minifters of the catholic religion, 
recalled to their duties, conftantly preach nothing 
but fubmiffion to the laws, filencing, by fuch 
wife conduft, the calumnies which have been 
raifed againft them* 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER Vin. 



Of the interior government of the vendj&k 

DURING the war. ANECDOTES OF THE MOST 
CELEBRATED GENERALS ON EACH SIDE. 

Before I conclude this hiflorical Sketch, 
I cannot avoid taking a Ihort view of the interior 
government of the Vendue during the war. 

The reader may perhaps imagine that the 
greateft confufion pei'vaded that country at the 
time ; neverthelefs, excepting thofe evils infepa- 
rable from civil war, it may be averred- that 
order was preferved even in the midft of difordev 
itfelf. 

A fuperior council eftabliftied by the chiefs at 
Chatillon, and direded by the former Bifhop 
of Agra, was the centre of the whole civil go- 
vernment of the Upper Vendee : with refpeft 

to 
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to the lower part*, I am not pofleffed of fuffi- 
dent information to enter into thefe particulars j 
but I prefume from what has been related to me> 
that it was very nearly fornied upon the fame 
principles, except that it gave to the military a 
more abfolute power. 

The fuperior council of Chatillon conneded 
the adminiftrative*and judicial organization; it 
had under its orders, in each commurie, a fub- 
committee^ entrufted with the details and tranf- 
miffion of various orders. Thefe committee* 
diftributed to the foldiers who were marching 
to the army, provifions, wine, and ammunition ^ 
befides this, they took every week an account of 

* Although the bifhop of Agra prefided over the fupe- 
rior coiinci], it is no lefs certain that he was only ccnli- 
dered by the greateft part of the Vcndean chiefs as a proper 
Indrument to roufe the fpirit of the people. A celebrated 
ecelefiaf^ic, whom I dare not name, but wholn I point out 
plainly enough to the reader, by faying, that the government 
and the capital fet the greatefl value on his virtues and talents, 
was, properly fpeaking, the foul of the civil government 
of the Vendee; he was ftrongly feconded by Michael Defef- 
farts, a magiftrate as much eileemed for his probity as for the 
cxteiit of his knowledge.— ^o/^ rf tbt Editvr, 

The ecclefiaftic alluded to is tfie celebrated Abb^ Bemier,. 
who took part in the last pacification, and is since rewarded 
with a bifhopric— At/tf ^^ the Trm^flatv. 

alt 
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all capable of bearing arms, named the captains 
of the different companies/ decided on the num- 
ber of foldiers who were to be in aftive fervice, 
and direded their rout.e. In general each parifh 
was compofed of two companies ; as foon as the 
orders arrived, one of thefe companies fet out 
upon the projedted expedition; upon its return 
home, it was replaced by the other on the firft 
frefli order, fp that each marched only in its turn. 
It happened, however, fometimes that both were 
obliged to be on fervice ; this was principally when 
the generals dreaded an invafion t)f the territory', 
or when' they wiftied to ftrike fomedecifive blow. 
At the beginning of the war exa6t difcipline pre- 
vailed in the army*. Every foldier deteded in 
pillage, or who demanded more of his laii^Jlord 

than 

* The following is the^comparifon which Citizen Lequinto 
makes in his work between the generals of the two parties. If 
I often quote this audifor, it is becaufe I am perfuaded his tef* 
timony cannot be fufpefted. 

" Perfidious generals authorifcd to carry into execution the 
counter-revolutionary plan of the , tyrant ( Robefpierre ) to 
whofe fchemes this inteftine war was neceflfary, proclaimed 
amnefties which they did not obferve : pillage, rape, and cruel 
treatment of all kiads were tolerated by thefe wretches, and 
even taught by their own example. While thefe diforders took 
place, fhe chiefs of the rebellion had the crafty policy to con* 

ccai 
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than lodging and board, wjas flogged ; but thefe 
punifliments were always very rare, and only la 
the beginning of the infurrefkion ; towards the 
conclulion of the war, the Vendean (hewed as 
much ardour for pilh^e as the enemy*. The 
police of the communes was intrufted to com- 
mittees ; but their decifions were fubmitted to the 
final decifion of the fuperior counciL With 
refpeA to military affairs,^ they were decided in 
a council of war, compofed of thirty officers ; 
all the expeditions and projefts of attack were 
decided on by a majority of votes ; neverthelefs^ 
the council generally paid great deference to the 

ceal their barbarous and fanguiaary difpofition^, in order to 
gain adherents ; they had even the hypocrify to make a (hew 
of moderation, of refpect for order, of generofity, &c.'' Lt' 
^uimo^page 18^. I leave the well-informed and efpecially the 
impartial reader, to make his own commentary upon this 
paflage. 

♦ At the beginning of the war, thi^Vendean conqueror 
was feen proftrating himfelf in the churches, and returninj 
thanks to the God of armies ; throughout the whole camp 
a fingle blafphemy was not heard : prayer and other different 
cxercifes of piety always preceded battles. But this good c#n- 
du^ did not laft long ; by degrees, the lore of plunder and the 
thirft of revenge gained ground in the he:\rts of the 
Vendeans, and towards the end of the war* they muftered ia 
their army a confiderable number of plunderers, who yielded 
neither in want of difcipliAe nor ferocity to their opponentar, 

' advice 
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advice of Lefcures and Laroche- Jaquelin. I (hall . 
not enter into further particulars upon this part 
of the fubjed; what I have juft ftated is fufficient 
for this outline, and anfwers the purpofe I ori- 
ginally intended*. 

I (hall fini{h this chapter with fome account of 
the generals of the two partifes, who diftingui(hed 
themfelves in this war. ^ I (hall not fpeak of tho(e 
who are (till alive, fearful of oflfending the delicacy 
of fuch as I might think it right to notice with 
approbation and applaufe, and of irritating tho(e 
whom I might have reafon to blame ; each liiay 
however be aflTured, that pofterity will one day ?i<J 
jufticeto the talents and humanity of the former, as 
well as condemn the latter (or their incapacity Old 
atfts of violence. 

* The reader will perhaps learn with pleafiire, that fome 
days before the burning of Chatillon the Vendean chic6 
had re-organized their civil and military government ; D'Elbec 
retained the title of generaliflimo, but his authority was coun- 
ter-balanced by that of Lefcures* father4n-law, the celebrated 
Donniflant, formerly a field marihal, and who had beett 
appointed governor of the Ytndie. That general, after having 
diftiflguiilied himfdf by his talents in almoft every battle whj:h 
was fought during the campaign of 1793, had the misfortu^ to 
fall into the hands of his enemies at the battle of Savenay; 
carried to Anger^'^e periflied by the guillotine a fe>r days 
^fter. 

X* On 
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On the lift of republican generals who have diT? 
tinguiihed themfclves in this war, Kleber, Wefter- 
mann, and Heche, are the. moft remarkable* 
Thefe three men, of obfcure origin, owed their 
advancement more to their valour and their merit 
than to the circumftances which produced the revo- 
lution. Kleber, who had rifen from a common 
foldier to the rank of general, appeared for the firS 
time in the Vendee at the head of that' brave army 
of Mentz, to which France was indebted for fo 
many victories and the redudion of the infurgents. 
His firft battles were fo many triumphs, and if 
that of Torfoti in (bme degree checked his rapid 
pti>gvcis, it did hot tarnifh his laurels. The able 
retreat which Kleber made, purfued by more than 
forty thoufand Vendeans refolutely bent upon his 
mini through roads almoft Imprafticable, for more 
than five leagues, far from fullying his fame, would 
have been fufficicnt to eftablilh the reputation of 
any other general. The fervices which he rendered 
lo the republic after the paffage of the Loire, a^e 
of fuch a nature as never to be forgotten. The^ 
victory of Savenay ftamped for ever the fame of 
jhat brave commander. Summoned to the banks 
bf the Rhine, he there made a new difplay of his 
talents ; having iaftly accompanied thejgreateft 
.general of the age to Egypt, to gather frefli laurels^ 

he 
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he was arrefted in the career of triumph by the hand 
of an airaffin, and left on the ftiores of the Nile 
a name refpefted as much by the vanquiflied, as it 
was dear to the conquerors. 

I have in another place given an account of 
Weftermann ; that intrepid general, litde verfed 
perhaps in^the military art, bur excelling in coups- 
de-mains, did fingly more mifchiefe to the inftirgents 
than a whqte army, x The direrfion that he made at 
the time of the fiege of Nante^, by delivering that 
city, encouraged the diftieartcned republicans, and 
(hewed them how the Vendue micrht be fubdued: 
If he ^vas afterwards defeated before Chatillon it waS 
becaufe prudence feldom accompanies too daring a 
courage, and becaufe thinking too contemptibly of 
the enemy before him, he flattered himfelf that 
with his fmall army, he was in a fitaation to coun- 
terbalance the whole force of bis enemies. 

That check he nobly repaired, when after the 
fecond battle of Chatillon, he even dared, with a 
handful of men, to undertake the conqueft of that 
very city, before which a fuccefsful army had juft 
been making vain attempts. The fuccefs of an ex- 
pedition which appeared rafh at beft, raifed his 

reputation 
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reputation to the higheft pitch and ftruck a 
mortal blow into the Vendue, 

The flames of Chatillon lighted on the repub- 
lican 'armies, their courage, revived, andChollet 
Tery foon witnelTed the total ruin of the infufgents. 
Reftored to his army, fometiiiie after the paflkge 
of the l^ire, he purfued the fugitives who had 
again become formidable by repeated vidories, and 
although defeated himfelf in feveral Ikirmiflies, he 
at length totally cruflied them by the battle of 
Mans. That celebrated battle was the lafl: of his 
exploits, and the laS^ ftep which led him to the 
grave. Ordered to Paris by a Nero jealous of his 
fame, this new Corbulon arrefbed, put in prifon, 
under pretence df a chimerical confpiracy, foon 
expiated upon a fcafibld the crime of having fuc^ 
cefsfuHy ierved his country ; a crime which die 
tyrant^ of all ages, never have learned to forgive. 

. Hoqbe was already celebrated few his vidories on 
the Rhine and the Mofelle^* When he appeared 
in the Vendee, the comeft was drawing to a clofe ; 
nor had he to reap any of thofe brillant triumphs 
w' ich dazzle the eyes of the vulg^ and commonly 
flatter the felf-love of generals ; but his glory was 
not lefs fubftantial in the eye of the calm obferver, 

and 
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and his prudence gained him more eulogiums, than 
his courage could have done. His wife and wtil regu- 
lated condudt, under very deUcate circumflances^ 
juftly procured him the tide of the pacificator of 
the Vendue, and will for ever ferve as a mq&el to 
military chiefe in the fame difficult circumftances; 
Severe with the (editiouS, mild and humane to the 
peaceable peafent, he enjoyed the efteem of all the 
Vendeans, to whom he was at the fame time die 
reftorer of religion and peace. In fhort that cele- 
brated general fcemed only to have been fent into 
the Vend^, to demonftrate that it is often eafier to 
conquer than to take the proper advantage of vic- 
tory, and that if force can triumph over an enemy^ 
moderation only can difarm him. 

The Vendean chiefe, on the other hand, ex4 
hibit charaders no lels aftonifhing. With toU 
diers half armed, inexperienced, and almoft 
undifciplined, without any other ammunition or 
artillery than what they could take from the enemy, 
without miliury adminiftrations, without any other 
money than what they procured from their own 
revenues, without any kind of credit, without any 
of thofe refources which are at this day indifpen- 
fably neceffary to carry on war, they did not 
hefitate to take the lead in an infurrcftion, which 

obliged 
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obliged them to combat againft the mod pow^ 
erful natron in the world. That war was doubtlefs 
odiotis in its origin, and difadvantageous in its 
effedts; it only tended to convert the Vendue 
^lto a heap of ruins and afties. But let us fup- 
pofe for a moment that their efforts had beei> 
turned againft our foreigh enemies, with what 
glory would they not have been covered by fuch 
a noble defence ! Let us then deplore the infa- 
tuation of the Vendean chiefs, let us blame their 
fatal obftinacy ; but let us do juftice to their 
talents, and examine with the difcernment of aa 
impartial hiftorian what were their abilities and 
their military defefts- 

Bonchamps, D'Elb^e, and Domagne, in addi- 
tion to their diftinguifhed valour, poffeffed talents 
which they difplayed but too often to the injury 
of the republic. There were, however, degrees i» 
their abilities eafy to be difcriminated : D'Elbee 
excelled in forming a plan of attack, Domagne 
in a cot^ de main, and Bonchamps, fuperior to 
the two former in the military art, was the moft 
dexterous in repairing a defeat*. Charrette, who, 

of 

* If I may venture to give credit to the tf ftimony of fe- 
veral Vendean chiefs, Bonchamps poiTefled more military talents 

than 
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x>{ all the Vendean chiefs, gave the moft employ- 
ment to the republican forces, poffeffed in a 
fuperior degree to the three others, that kind 
of prudence which is very feldom found in the 
head of a party- By Ikilful management, he al- 
ways contrived to repair his defeats, and even to 
reap advantage from them. After the paflage of 
the Loire, furrounded by republicans armies, he 
fucceeded in keeping his footing in the country^ 
and ruined th^e republican divifions without com- 
ing to decifive engagements. Taking advai^t^e 
of the mifunde^ftandings of his adverfaries, one 
day he threatened fome particular diftrift, and 
the next day fell upon another j at one time he 
drew the enemy into the open country, as if he 
defigned to give them battle, and in the night 
4ie fell upon their rear, cut off a convoy that 
was their only refource, and thereby obliged them 
to fall back upon the frontiers. Beloved by 
the foldiers^ and feared by his officers, no gene- 
ral had more abfolute authority, or was better 
obeyed. A groundlefs jealoufy of the chiefs of the 

any of Jiis colleagues ! wounded in feveral battles, he appeared 
but feldom at the head of armies ; it was that which loft 
him part of his reputation. I fhall not undertake to decide 
upon his charafter : I leave that lo' fuch military men as knew 
him. - . 

Upper 
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Upper Vendue, the maflacre at Machecoul, and 
fomc other aftions of that nature tarnilhed the 
{piendor of his military virtues. 

Lefcures and Laroche-Jaquelin, rivals and 
firiends in the career of the military profeffion, 
formed a fplendid union of daring courage and 
iupeirior talents, although no two men were ever 
of more , different charaders or more oppofite 
tempers. 'Lefcures, from the weaknefs and ap- 
parent effeminacy of his form, feemed little 
fitted for warlike exploits. Laroche-Jaquelin with 
a ftrong conftitution, expreflive looks, and a 
warlike countenance, feemed born for fighting. 
The former mild, polite, of an affeftionate and 
tender dilpofition, leemed defigned by nature to 
conftitute the happinefs of his worthy and rcg^ 
peftable wife^ and increafe the charms of do- 
meftic and focial attachment. Laroche-Jaquelin, 
, on the contrary, with his martial air, his (harp 
and laconic way of fpeaking, feemed intended by 
his very nature to live in the buftle of a camp : 
this difference between thefe two warriors was 
even vifible in dhe heat. of battle. In an en- 
gagement where they equally hazarded their lives, 
it would have been difficult to decide which of 
the two bore away the palm of valour ; but by 

the 
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the ca»lm, ferene, and fometimes fmiling coun* 
tenance of Lefcures, it was eafy to perceive that 
he only fought to animate his foldiers -, whilft 
from the fierce looks of Larpche-Jaquelin, and his 
animated motions, you might diftinguifh the 
warrior carried away by bis impetuofity, 'Like 
Mornai, the philofopher, Lefcures, in the heat o£ 
battle, never ftained his fword with the blood of 
his enemies ; humane from natural difpofition, and 
generous in his a<ftions, the difarmed enemy 
found in hm a brother and protefton 

• Laroche- Jaquelin devoured, as it were, the enemy 
with his looks as he fell beneath his fword ; he 
was alfo deficient in that moderation which can 
forgive thofe whom it has vanquiftied, Lefcures, 
more flow in determination, and more prudent in 
counfel, combined all the poffible chances of for* 
tune to arrange an army and enfure it fuccefs. La* 
roche- Jaquelin, in the beginning of an engage- 
ment, rufbing with impetuofity into the enemy' s- 
ranks, feemed to carry viftory by furprife ; thd 
prudence of the former infpired the Vendeans with 
more confidence in the moment of attack : the 
rafhnefs of the latter was more calculated to re- 
animate their courage at the critical moment of 
dofe quarters. The prefence of both rendered ' 

X • their 
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their followen in fome meafure invincible : it has 
alfo been particularly remarked, that they were 
hardly ever conquered except when feparated ; and 
that nothing might be wanting to the difference 
of charafter in thefe two warriors, one after having 
feen the ruin of his party, received the mortal 
blow while endeavouring by his exertions to recal 
viftory ; the other, in ralhly purfuing a wretched 
fugitive, rulhed to certain death, and fell at a 
moment in which his lofs inevitably haftened the 
defbruftion of his friends. Such was the fate of. 
thefe two great commanders, to whom nothing 
was wanting to acquire immortal fame, but to 
have fought againfl the enemies of their country*, t 

* Beiides the chiels of the two parties whom I have juii; 
named, there are many others will certainly not be over- 
looked by hiftorians in the lift of celebrated men who have 
diftinguiihed themfelves in this fatal epocha. Without men- 
tioning thofe who are ftill alive, I cannot help regretting 
that this ihort view has not admitted of my giving anecdotes 
of BeylTer, the Beaupuys, the Marceaus, and alfo of the 
Marignys, the BeauvoillierS| the Rouaraus, &c. who fougjbt 
on the oppofite fide. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



6TATB OF COMHERCE AND AGllICin/TURE IN THK 
VENDUE, SINCE THE WAR. 

1 have juft executed a painful, talk^ in giving 
an hiftorical fketch of fuch bloody cataflxophes j 
nor is it without reludtance, that I have entered 
on the dercription of fo many Ihocking occurrences. 
It is with the greateft pleafure, therefore, I now 
withdraw my attention from obje£ts fo diftreffing 
towards others of an infinitely more agreeable nature, 
thofe of agriculture and commerce. I ftiall ex- 
amine the progreffive fteps which led to their 
decline in the Vendue, from what caufes they 
fell into ruin, and by what means they have been 
recently reftored. 

The campaign of 1792 greatly injured the 

commerce of the Vendue ; but as thefe troubles 

broke out late, the ftate of agriculture was but 

Y H little 
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little afifeAed. The exportations of that yeaf ttt^jr 
be valued at a quarter of the ufual amount^ and 
the Importations at one half. From .this calcu- 
lation it follows that the Vendue was beginning 
to lofe confiderably by its commerce* 

in 1793, the evil made further progrefsj lefii 
feed was fown than in the preceding year; 
the number of perfons employed in the war ^ and 
confcquently tlaken from agriculture, muft necef- 
farily have occafioned it confiderable injury. 
That year's harveft was reduced alfo to a quarter of 
the ufual crops. There was hardly any expor- 
tation from the Vendee and importations became 
Indifpenfably neceflary, although they could hardly 
be valued at more than a third of the ufual 
confumption 5 money became alfo extremely fcarcc, 
fince much was paid^ and little or nothing re- 
ceived. 

The campaign of 1794, or of the fecond yeaf , 
gave the mortal blow to thefe ill fated provinces. 
When we recolledl that the Vendeans had in part 
paffed the Loire, and that the remainder, purfued 
by republican detachments^ and fcattered as it 
were throughout the countryj, , were compelled to 

. hide 
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hide tliemfelves in the woods to fave their lives ; 
if we confidcr that the infernal columns had fee 
fire to all the vills^es and cottages, maffacred 
part of the pcafants, burned in their barns ot lofts 
the corn and fodder, killed or devoured more 
than eleven hundred thoufand oxen, and an innu* 
merable quantity of ewes and Iheep, carried oflf 
or dejRxoyed all the horfes and mules in the 
country, confumed by fire all the wool, linen, 
hemp^ and every kind of moveable, it may eafily 
be conceived that the Vendee muft have . been 
totally ruined*. Agriculture and commerce, were 
annihilated at the fame time, and if that dreadful 
(late of things had continued a few years, I make 
no doubt but the yendeans would have been 
reduced to the fituation of American favages, and 

* Vide Note, page i6b. 

*^ Pillage was caarried to its higheft pitch i the military, in« 
ftead of minding their buftnefs, onjy diought of filling their 
knapfacks, and endeavouring to perpetuate a war fo very ufeful 
to their interefis ; many comnK>n foldiers acquired fifty thoufand 
livres and more : fome were feen covered with jewels, and 
launching into every fpecies of the mod ihameful prodigality. 
The habit of pillage extended the bad effe6b of that blameable 
difpofition even to the very patriots themfelves, and their pro- 
perty has in a thoufand inflances become the prey of the very 
men fent to deftnd them.*'--i«— -Z^^wmf^, page 13* 

live 
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live like them upon the produce of their plunder 
among the neighbouring people. 

Peace at length reftored tranquillity to the unfor- 
tunate Vendue ; the third year afforded happier da)^s» 
On the happy news of peace the pealant iflbed from the 
Woods which had ferved him for Ihelter, and fought, 
beneath theaihes which coveredthefciteof hisformcr 
habitation, for the s^culturalinfbruments which he 
had there concealed; but in vain did he attempt to 
refume his rural labours. , Without (helter from 
the feverity of the weather, without catde to 
affift him in his labour, without money to pur- 
chafe feed and bread till the next harveft, he 
faw on every fide nothing bur 6unine, delpair, 
and death. 

Agriculture was annihilated without refource,. 
if the proprietors had not afforded affiftance to 
their tenants. Although exhaufted l5y a difaftrous 
war, they made frefli efforts, fold the moft va- 
luable effeds which they had been able to pre- 
fervc, and even difpofed of a part of their pro- 
perty, or borrowed at Bfi extravagant intereft, to 
rebuild their farms, ftpck them with frefli cattle, 
and fupport their unfortunate labourers. The lofs 
which the proprietorsfuffered was fo much the more 

coniideratile 
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oonfiderable, as by facrificing a part of their 
property to preferve the reft, they found themfelyes 
not only obliged to forgive the tenants the rents 
of former years of which they had. not received 
a farthing, but alfo to ftipulate in the ft^lh 
leafes which they granted, that the farmers (hould 
for fome years pay nothing. So many facrifices 
and lofles impoverilhed them to fuch a degree, 
that jthe greateft part of them were reduced during 
feveral years to fubiift upon the moft humiliating 
charity. From what I have ftated, it muft eafily 
be conceived, diat in the third year there was no 
kind of commerce in the Vendue, and that 
confequencly the importations and exportatidns 
were abfolutely null. 

During the fourth year the unfortunate fituation 
of the Vendue was far from amclioriated. Whether 
it was that the peafants could not work the ground 
properly, or that the year was naturally barren, 
the little corn which they had fown did not fucceed, 
and the hufbandman hardly reaped the feed which 
he had thrown into the ground. Compelled to buy 
foy his own confumption, he fold one half of the 
live ftock which he had bought and the hay in- 
tended for the feed of his plough oxen, and went 
10 his neighbours to purchafe that wheat at a high 

price, 
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price, whith nature feemed to have refufed him. 
From w^at I have faid, the reader moft be con- 
vinced, that fuch a barren year gave the laft deadly 
blow to the trade and agriculture of the Vendee, 
I will venture to aflert, that at that period fifteen 
thoufand livres in fpecie could not have been found 
throughout the whole country, and the richeft far- 
mers in it were reduced to beggary. Nothing could 
prefent. a more affefting fight, than to fee thefe 
venerable hufbandmen gbing by night to the houfes 
of the proprietors to folicit, with tears, aflSftance for 
their ftarving families ; whilft others, kfs afhanved, 
went from door to door among thofe who were once 
rich, publicly begging the morfel of bread which 
was not always granted them ; fo general was the 
diftrefs I There is reafon to believe that the 
greateft part' of the peafants would have quitted the 
country, to go in fearch of a more produ&ive and 
Jefs injured foil, if the profpeft of a moft plentiful 
harveft, promifing an end to their calamities, had 
not given them courage to bear up a^inft them* 
The fo much wifhed for harveft of the fifth year 
at length mitigated the unfortunate lituation of the 
Vendeans a little ; but it could not/ make good 
the loffes of the preceding year. The farmer had 
been obliged from diftrefs to let two thirds of his 
land lay fallow ^ he had no more cattle to fell ; 

thus 
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Aus all the affiftance he received, was merely fuffi- 
fcient to keep him from ftarving, and to raife hk 
hopes for the enfuing year* 

Hay was almoft the only article of exportation, 
and therefore very little fpecie flowed into the 
country. The harvefts of the fixth and feventh 
. years were tolerably plentiful ; but from the 
troubles in Normandy, the price oi£ cattle kept very 
low.* 

Thefe prices advanced in the two fubfequenc 
years eight and nine ; and if they continue to 
keep up for fonie yeiars more, the Vendue may 
hope to regain a part of its ancient fplendour. 
This country is ftill very far from repairing its 
lofles; it begins indeed to rife from its ruins; 
but to render it flouriftiing, much more efFeAual 

• * There is no province in France whofe profperity is more 
conneded with that of the Vendee, than Noraiandy; thefe 
two countries fupply each other ; the difaflers of the one always 
affe6t the other : Normandy, which rears but few cattle, takes lean 
cattle from Poitou, to fatten and fupply the capital ; and on the 
other hand, the trade of Poitou would languiih, the moment the 
Normans ceafed to frequent their fairs. The war of the Vendee^ 
therefore, was las injurious to the J^^ormans, as that of th^ 
Chouans for the Vendeans. 

z affiftance 
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aflSftance muft be given it, than whatit has hithcrtt> 
received, Before we conclude this chapter, I ought 
to mention the efforts which Government has unre* 
mittingly made to repair the difafters of civil war j 
and although they have hitherto been almoft unfuc- 
cefsful, they do no lefs honour to its benevolent 
views. 

From the moment tjie troubles were at an end, 
the humane pacificators perceived that it was impof- 
fible to raife the Vendue without powerful and effec* 
Cual means. Every thing which had been taken 
from it it was neceflary to' replace. But tht public 
treafury was exhaufted and could furnifh but feeble 
refources. The firft objed which ftxuck them was 
the abfolute want of working tools, agricultural 
in(h:uments, and iron ; thefe were purchafed at a 
high rate in the neighbouring departments, and 
diftributed among the Vendeans j but in this dijt 
tributiog, a capital error was committed, which 
rendered the affiftance almoft ufelefs : the commif- 
faries, inftead of taking the care of it upon them- 
felves, and delivering them immediately to thofc 
for whom they were defigned, transferred thefe 
fecondary concerns to the adminiftrations, and 
thereby totally failed in their, objed. ' In order to 

obtain 



obtain thefe aids, it was ncceflary to make ufe of 
ferms with which the pcafams were unacquainted. 

The adminiftrators unwilling to run any rifks 
themfelves, were obliged to follow the regulations 
in the delivery; and Stofflet having again taken 
arms, they were afraid, or at leaft pretended to b« 
afraid, that thofe iron inftruments might be fa- 
bricated into weapons, and turned againft the Re*- 
public. Although the laft infurreftion had been 
entirely quelled, they fold all tlie utenfils, ploughing 
inftruments, and iron which had been long in (tore 
for the ufe of the Republic : fo that fcarcely the 
lentb part dF thefe articles reached their deflinarion- 

The fecpnd favor which the Viendee received 

fronci Government was the remiffion of" the greateft 

part of its immediate contributions- This aft 

of juftiee and humanity cannot be too much con>- 

mended, andou^tto excite the gratitude of the 

Yendeans ; but I will maintain that the ableft 

financier would not have procured the tenth pare 

of it» contributions from fuch a ruined country : 

this remiffion, therefore, had become indifpenfabfy 

necefl^ry ; and if commerce does^ not reflore to 

ihe Vendue frc(Fi vigour, it wtU for many years 

be difficult for it to piK>fper without that affiflance. 

Z.Z Att 
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All the partial means which have hitherto been 
tried, are liill very far from having repaired ita 
diiafters. I will venture to affert, that even to 
this day there is not a more impoverilhed country. 
The principal caufe of its diftrefs is without doubi 
the fcarcity of money ; a fcarcity owing, as I have 
already obierved, to the efie6l:s of civil war. If to 
this leading caufe be added the entire ruin o£ com* 
merce, the want of the moil necefiary articles of 
importation, and the local expences and taxes 
which it was necefiary to pay, we need not be 
(brprifed at this abfolute fcarcity^ 

This inconvenience is ftill fo ftrongly fek in 
the Vendee, that the ux gatherers, forced to levy 
by diflxains and executions, cannot coUeft the 
amount of their quotas^ without employing a 
crowd of bailiffs' followers and tipftaffs, who> 
fcattered through the communes^ fcke and fell^ 
multiplying the eXpences to foch a degree, that 
if proper regulations are not adopted^ they wilt 
very foon render of no eflfeft all former remif- 
fions of the payment of taxes granted to the 
Ve;id^e, I know,, and the Vendean farmers know 
it as ^ell as myielf, that the neceffities <^ the 
public purfe are prcffing, and tBat taxes are th^ 
nerves of the ftate ; thefe uofbrcunate pea&nts have 

been 
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been more than once obliged to drive to the fairs 
cattle, though effentially neceffary to agriculture, 
and to fell them at half the price they might 
receive two months after, in order to pay their 
taxes. At no time were they ever heard to com- 
plain of it, or murmur : in full confidence they 
patiently await the moment when the government 
(hall turn its attention towards them, and take 
pity on their unfortunate fituation* 

Such are the aftual fafts which I fubmit to 
its confideration, and whatever may have been 
infinuated to the contrary, I am not afraid that I 
ihall be taxed with exaggeration. 
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CHAPTER L 

LANGUAGE OF THE YENDEA^S, 

The Vendee, like 'every other department iat a 
diftance from the capital, has a dialed: peculiac 
to itfelf, and which would not be underftood 
at ten leagues from its own borders. It is in 
a great meafure compofed of corrupted Latin and 
French, of fome Engliftx and Celtic words, and 
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of a few others, ^e derivations of which 1 haVe 
been unable to aicertain, but which I imigine to 
be of Scythian origin. Ahhough the Vendeatist 
are extremely attached to this jargon, the gene- 
'rality of • them underftand French, and feveral 
fpeak it purely enough; but the greater part of 
them refrain from expreffing tbemfclves in pure 
language, that they may avoid expofing themfelves 
to the raillery of their neighbours, who would 
not fail to joke them on their fpeaking noblat ; 
which is the expreffion they ufe in that country 
to fignify the French language, Oije rule which 
appears to be generally adopted in this jargon, is 
the changing and corrupring the greater part of 
the verbs, efpecially the laft perfon of the prefent 
tenfe. Thus inftead of its ament^ ils peuveni^ ilsfonty 
the Vendeans fey i-z-aimant, i-peuziant, ufaijiant* 
The demonftrative pronouns, celle-ci^ celle-la, are 
exprefled by qmtjui and qualla. The Vendean^ 
for qtiefi'ce quily a ? fay, que quou iat ? the evenings 
with them is termed la refcUe ; twelve hours, une 
rgbbittie j rabbimr, is alfo a verb, which fignifies 
tofidiow. They have a multiplicity of other verb* 
entlrdy unknown to the French language, fuch 
t%femdcber inftead oi fr mSler^ ipiiier lot firfjire, 
bobber iox partivy &c. &c. . The fecond of thefe 
V£ibs appears to me to be derived from the latin 

word 
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word expkre ; but I do not know from whence the 
others come. The particle on is entirely unknown, 
to them. I may obferve on thisfubj^ft that this par- 
ticle is feldom ufed except in the French language ; 
in every other they make ufe of the periphrafis : 
to exprefs on Uit, they fay in Latin diciturj^xxi Italian, 
Ji dice, in Spanilh,y^ dize, il eft dit. The Englifh 
alfo regularly make ufe of the periphrafis, as ils 
difenty they fay. ^ It appears that thefe laft have 
ferved as a model to the Vendeans. It is true they 
add the word autres which they pronoiince outres *^ 
the Vendean thcrefpre exj[)refles the words on dit, 
thus : / diziant les outres. The fame periphrafis is 
every where ufed by them, where it is neceffary to 
fvipply the particle' qn. They murder the greater 
part of our dipthongs in a very unpl^afant way to 
the ear ; they pronounce honneur, onure s chapeau, 
chapais; loi, l&ue -, and other words ii> the fame 
manner. They very often fubftitute the firft perfon 
finguUr of a perfonal pronoun for that of the plural, 
and v^ry often alfo the fubftantive for the adjeftive : 
for iriftance, inftead of nous avons iti viSforieux de 
nos ennemis, they fay fanJotilt.eu le vaincure fur noutre 
fllmi. They have alfo aH>ultiplicity of fubftantives 
which are not only unknown in the French langu^e, 
but which c?innot be explained without a peri* 
phrafis. I Ihall give one inftance^ in order to 

A a f xprefs 
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exprefi de ^i mangery they make ufe of the fub- 
ftantive commnlage or qtioi-menfage ; thus they 
fay : favons ben prou de pain, mats Je manquens dc 
commeniage. 

Another cufloni which they have, and which 
renders their cpnveriation filly and difagreable, is 
the repetition at the end of every feqtence of the 
pronoun moi^ which they pronounce mats. To exprefs 
•je le veuXy they fay, i-i-ou lou veu mats. I fhall 
conclude thefe obfervations on the Vendean lan- 
guage by a droll anecdote which was occafioned by 
the repetition of the word moi. 

Some years ago, a Vendean, being ill at the 
Holpital of Douay, was endeavouring to explain 
to the matrons who fuperihtend the houfe, that 
he wanted to take the air, and was always cal- 
ling out : d'i'OU veu prendre larrt mats (Farmee) j 
thefe good women fuppofing he meant that he 
would go. into the army, thought him delirious, 
and paid no attention -to his cries. In the mean 
time the fick'man was reftlefs in his bed, quite ouj 
of temper, and req'uefting day and night to take 
larre mats. The following day was market day : 
one of the nurfes , quite tired out with the continual 
cries of the fick man, went to ehqiiire if there wis 

pot 
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vot a native of Gatinc in the town. She was lucky 
enough to find one whom (he imniediately took to 
the hofpital. As foon as the Vendean heard the cries 
of his countryman, he (hrugged up hislhoulders with 
compafiion, and obferved in his jargon that nothing 
could be plainer than the fick man's requeft. 
** What does he want then ?*^ faid the nurfe. 
— Parrot ! il veut prendre larre-li ( Aj/V, bti ) . — 
Af(er this reply, the Gatinean, thinking he had 
fuiEciently explained himfelf, went away immediately 
to attend his bufinefs ; they ran after him and en^- 
quired what tarre-H fignified. Tired wirliffo many 
explanations, the angry Vendean ran to his country- 
man^s bed-fide, took him on lus ftioulders,. pot him 
down into the middle of the court, and went away 
muttering, that there was nothing fo queer as thofe 
drolls of town nurfes who pretend to be deaf becaufe 
they woa't hear. 
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CHAPTER It 



OF THEIR PRlVAtE QUALITIES* 

XttE Vendeans iri general afe good fathef^^ 
good fons, and good hulbands. Adultery and the 
greater part of the ftiameful vices afe unknown 
timong them* The civil war, however, has Angu- 
larly altered theif morals. The old foldlers, ac- 
cuftomed to live in licentioufnefs, Cipon their return 
home •retained part of their . bad habiis ; and 
had it not been for the care and zeal of the 
minifters of the catholic perfuafion, there was 
reafon to fear that they would have corrupted the 
national charafter. It is therefore from ^refped for 
the religion of his^forefathers^ that the Vendean is 
indebted for his dill remaining virtuous* His 
woril habit, is drinking ^ and hitherto no exhor** 
tation or other means, have fucceeded in correfting 
that fatal propenfity ; the public houfe, therefore 

now 



ADW^is, and is likely to be for fome time, the 
only fource of the few difputes and domcftic 
quarrels which take place in the Vendue. 

In the coutfe of this work I have had occafion 
to {peak of their honefty, their loyalty, and their 
other virtues. I (hall only add, that they have a 
decided averfion to law fuits : the few mifunder- 
ftandings they have are eafily fettled by arbitrators ; 
they feld6m have recourfe to attornies ; and when 
they are compelled to it, it is with the greater re- 
pugnance, as they have a maxim among them^ 
that none of their faints were ever lawyers. 

Their religious aflemblies prefent to the ob- 
ferver the moft edifying (peftacle imaginable; 
ahd I am perfuaded, that throughout all France, 
the catholic church has not more zealous adherents 
or believers attached to its doftrine. 

The Vendean is vefy hofpitablc ; if chance or 
bad weather lead a traveller to his cottage; he 
will chearfuUy fet before him the little refrefhments 
he may have in the houfe, and will confider ft as an 
affront if he offers to pay for them. In general 
they have an affefted fimplicity, which the traveller 
muft be aware of taking for real; ftrangers will take 

a Vendeart 
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a Vendcan for a filly fellow, while at the feme timer 
he isi^mufing himfelf with them: they term this 
kind of joke la gouailU : they are very much given 
to it, and t\tn gouailleni upon the graved occafions. 
This pretended fimpticity often gives rife to witty 
and original fallies. The reader will allow me to 
. give him one of thefe anecdotes^ 

A Vendean having killed a hare, determined to» 
carry it to his matter who lived in the neigh- 
bouring town ; but before he went to the intended 
place, he called at a fhpemakers with whom he 
had fome bufinefs. The latter wifhing to fpeak 
with him in private, aiked him to go into his back* 
fliop ; the Vendean confented, laid his bag down^ 
^nd followed him. In the mean time the (hoe- 
maker's boys opened the bag and took out the 
hare, putting in its place a cur-dog which had 
died over night. The Gitinean returned and 
Without difcovering the trick which had been played 
him, throws his bag oyer his (houlder and haftens 
to his mailer, whom he found at table with ibme 
friends. After the firil compliments were over, 
he acquainted him with his fuccefs in huntings 
and of the nature of the prefent he had come to 
make him. While the mafler was loading him 
with thanks, the countryman, with a gay and fmiling; 

countenance^ 
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countenance, untied his bag, and holding the 
fuppofed hare by the ears, exhibited his head to 
the company. The roar of laughter (hat fol- 
lowed may be cafily imagined : " How is this, 
Thomas," faid the matter, " is that the prefent 
you have to make me" ? The difconfolate country- 
man anfwered not a word ; at laft turning the 
cur's head about, and examining it in all direftions 
very carefully, " ParguennCy* exclaimed he, fas 
biau fmn ta mine de cbin^ tu rCen es pas mains un 
lievre da*, * 



* Ay ay, thou may'ft mstke thy clog's face if thou wik,' 
thou arn*t lefs a hare for ail that. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER ra. 



OF THEIR DIVERSIONS. 

X HE amufemcnts of the Vendeans are as fimple 
as ^heir manner of living. On Sundays and faint's 
days, after fervice, they play at bowls on the 
road fides, a game at which they excel : not 
far off, in a bufh, they place a few bottles of 
wine, as the prize of viftory, which the lofers 
are obliged to pay. 

The feldom eat at each other's houfes ; that only 
happens when they kill their hogs: they then give 
f eafts to their neighbours, termed ks ril/es. The 
following is the ceremony which they obferve : in 
the morning they play at bowls ; then dance afi:er 
dinner j at night they fit down to table, but it 

is 
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Is at fupper that the Vendean gaiety exhibits itfclf 
amidft flowing cans and pitchers. At the .clofe of 
the meal, an orator, fomewhat tipfy, gets upoii 
a table, calls for filence, and in a truly comic 
ftile delivers fome fpeech or droll fermon that 
he had learned when young, and which the 
company often interrupts with roafs of laughter. 

I once attended one of thefe feafts out 
of curiofity : the orator took for his text, 
** Bonum vinum Icetificat cot homims . Good 
wine makedi glad the heart of man. In the 
firft place he endeavoured to Ihew all the ad- 
Vantages that we derive from wine j in the 
fefond, he , enlarged upon all the vices and 
evils of which it is the fource : the conclufion 
was a bumper whijch ^all the company was 
obliged to drink. A fecond fpeaker fucceeded 
the firfl:, and took for his text, " Omnis homa 
mortalisj* Every man is mortal. One Michael 
Morin, a fexton by profeffion, was the hero of 
this difcourfe ; he was wittily compared to the 
greateft potentates of antiquity, and it was demon- 
flrated that Michael Moran Ibrpaffed all heroes 
both . ancient and modern. Jt appeared to me 
that the moral oi it was, that we ought to 
fufpcQ: the reputation of pretended heroes 3 that 
B b men 
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inea are eflentially the fame, and that a con* 
queror who does injury to his fellow creatures 
is inferior to the (exton who does . his duty. 
Thefe fpeeches upon the whole did not appear 
to want wit, though disfigured by die Vendean 
jargon i I ani ignorant what new Rabelais is the 
author. 

The Vendeans' have another game, which I 
believe is peculiar to themfelves, and is of 
very old date, although very little pra6tifed at 
this day, on account of the quarrels it fbmetimes 
gives rife to ; I faw an inilance of it fome 
years agoj the following is the nature of itu 
Twoparifliesor neighbouring communes challehg^ 
each other to a trial of their refpedive ftrength : 
they commonly bet a hogfhead of wine, which 
is paid for by the vanquifhed, and drank at 
the termination of the combat by both parties... . 

On the day fixed by the challengers, the two 
communes repair to a meadow, or a very iex- 
tenfive field: they chufeon both fides, an equal 
number of fl:rong men ; they draw a line of 
demarcation, and then extend a great cable, which 
jpach ^champion on both fides lays hold of with 

^ ' both 
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both his hands, and draw^ with all his might 
towards his own fide. That party which pulls 
the other over the line, gains the yidory. . They 
then make a common repaft, at which the wine 
flows very copioufly. The vanquilhed then file 
off to their reipedkive villages, leaving their ad- 
verfaries mafter of the field, who firiifh the day 
by dancing arm in arm, and ridiculing without 
mercy the ccmquered in their (bngs: 
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CHAPTER IV. 



STATE OP THB ARTS AND SCIENCES IN THR 
YENDl^E. . 



J. HERE is no department m France where 
public inftruftion and the liberal arts are more 
neglefted than in the Vendee. In foch an ex- 
tenfive country there is not a fingle collegCj^ 
drawings dancing, or mufic maffer -, fchoolmafters 
are even very fcarce there, and the greateft part 
of them can only read printed books, and not 
writing. Let it not be fuppofed, that the civil 
war is the caufe of this ftate of igriwance ; before 
that fatal period, knowledge was equally rare in 
that country. 

A man, therefore, who can read and write to- 
lerably well, pafles for a learned man in the opi- 
nion 
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xiioH of a Vendean peafant ; and in moisp^ than 
one Commune, they have often been at a Idfe 
to chufe a mayor and his ajQSltant, becaufe they 
could not find two men. who could write their 
own names/ This ftite of ignorance iarifes without 
doubt, from there never haying been a town in 
all that country worthy of being fo called. The 
Vendee, properly fpeaking, is only a coUeftion c^ 
villages^ without any common center ; and in this 
view, it may be compared to a vaft body having 
many arteries without a heart. 

After what I have juft ftated, it is not furprifing 
that the Vendeans labour under the grofleft igno- 
rance. This apathy is fo much the more to bp re- 
gretted, as the greater part of the inhabitants have 
the happieft turn for particular arts, aAd even for the 
abftrad fciences. 

I have known feveral whofe natural talents 
were aftonifhing. In a village near Breffuire, there 
lives a commoni weaver who, without any mafter, 
has Ii^arned to read and write well, and acquired 
the four common rules in arithmetic, Frad:ions, 
and the Ryle of Three. Befides this, he underftands 
evejy thing relating to ecclefiaftical computation, 

the 
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the Solar Cycle, the Roman Indidion, the Gol^ 
den Number, &c. ; he has even compofed a 
wfotk upon that fubjeft, which though badly 
written appeared to me very exa£t Another 
countryman of the fame diftrid, a cartwrighr by 
profeffion, has made a clock extremely complicated^ 
which I have at this moment in my poffeffion*. 
This piece of machinery has aftonilhed all the pro* 
feffional men who have feen it ; although the wheels 
are very clumfy, it went extremely well during the 
inventor's life, as he came from time to time to^ 
regulate and to keep it in order. I mufl alfo 
confefs that fince his death no watchmaker has been 
able to regulate it ; the ufual fate of this fort of 
work. This machine indicated the hours, the 
piinutes, the day of the month, and the quarter 
of the mbon : it ferved alfo as a village clocks 
by the means of a brafs wire fixed to a ham- 
mer fufpended over a bell at the top of the 
houfe. 

In^fie fame proportion that the Vendeans are 
qualified for the abftraft fciences, 1 confider 
them incapable of literature and the fine arts j 
the mechanical even are very much negleded. 
Thqrc is hardly any thing feen in the Vendue, 

but 
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biit weavers, carpenters, mafons, cartwrights, and 
carpenters : they have recoutfe, for the other 
profeffions to the neighbouring towns. With 
xefpcft to the fine arts, they are entirely unknown^ 
or rather, they haye no tafte whatever for them* 
Place one of Raphael's fineft paintings before them, 
with a clumfy daub of fome alehoufe painter, and 
they would not. know the difference; that which 
has the moid: glaring colours would be the piece 
diey would prefer. Haydn's or Mozart's -beft 
airs, would appear infipid to them, conipared 
to their monotonous tunes ; and the jumping of 
a Merry Andrew, would divert them much more 
than the fineft dance of the opera. With refpedt 
to their poetry, I know only of a few fongs, in 
which there /is neither wit, rhyme nor reafon, *' 
and which one would fuppofe had been com- 
pofed in the time of William Tete-d'Etoupes,,, or 
of Fo ulques-le-Rechin. 

' During the war, the Vendeans animated each 
other to battle, by military fongs, which were* 
like thofe that I have juft mentioned ; but 
their chiefs and officers had others very well 
compofed, and written by much more able 
tonds. , 

Afmall 
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A fmall number- of literary charafters majr^ 
however, be found in the Vendue, whom the 
revolutio^iary troubles brought bact tp; their 
native places. Thefe men, ^diftinguiftied by .their 
talents and learning, preferring ftudy and retire- 
ment to the vain purfuits of dangerous ambi- 
tion, difdain to make themfelves known, and 
devote the time which .they can fpare froitu 
ftudy to the happinefs and iiiftrudion of theic ' 
fellow citizens. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER V. 



DRESS OF THE YENDEANS. 

JLhE Vendean drefs is very fimple. The men 
wear a round hat with (hallow crown and Ixoad 
brim : - their hair is cut and curled like the 
pricfts. They wear a coat of a greyifli blue co- 
loured woolen fluff m the Upper Vendee, and 
of brown in other places, under which, they have 
a white waiftcoat of thick woolen cotton, kept 
clofe to the body by a girdle ; add to this drefs, 
a large pair of flriped breeches, and a pair of 
clumfy fhoes, fhod with iron, and you will have a 
complete idea^of the Sunday drefs of a'Vendean. 
The women's head drefs, is an ell of ribband, 
twifled in a grotefque manner about their heads ; 
they wear a jacket of blue fluff, which covers an 
enormous pair of flays that reach up to their 
ihoulders, and which is fo fortified with wh^e- 
. ^ C c bone 
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bone, that in cafe of neceffity, it would blunt the. 
edge of a fabre ; two woolen petticoats, a pair 
of blue dockings, wooden (hoes, and a great black 
cloak, loaded with ribbons of the fame colour, 
and tied before with filver clafps, complete this 
drefs, than which nothing, as may gafily be con- 
ceived, can be lefs favourable to beauty. Indeed 
the Vendue is very far from being remarkable 
for fine women; fifty ugly may be found for 
one that is tolerable ; but they make up for this 
defeft by fo many good qualities, that they have 
no ttafon to complain 6f Providence for their ill 
fistvoutfcdnefs; 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VI. 



7HEIR WBDBFNGS* 

A-LTHOUGH love appears undtr rather coarfe 
forms in the Vendfe, modefty neverthelefi pre- 
ferves its empire. In general the Vendean mar- 
ried women "go virgins to the nuptial bed, and 
there feldom is an inftance, as in mod of our 
towns, of a girl claiming at the altar the title 
of wife, which (he has previoufly diftionoured by 
the fruits of premature loye.. It is chiefly at 
their balls, known by the name of aflemblies, 
that the attachments between the Vendean youth 
of both fexes are formed.. Thefe kind of balls 
are given on Sundays in the Open air -, in the 
morning they treat their fervants ; the evening i» 
entirely devoted to dancing and pleafure. The 
mode of making love in that country is fomething 
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of the cat kind. The moft common piece of 
gallantly is to pinch the girls, untie their aprons, 
twift their arms, tumble them, and fometimes 
fteal a hearty kifs. The girls, on their fide, anfwer 
thefe marlgs of kbdnefs ,by flaps and fifty-cuffs„ 
which the gallants confider as fo many favours. 
When the parents have confented and the pro- 
mife is given, they invite to the wedding all the. 
brothers, uncles, and coufins o^ both fides, and 
they are on thefe occafions fo nunieroufly attendcd,^ 
that more than a hundred guefls are fometimes 
reckoned ^t a wedding. On the day appointed . 
for the ceremony, the bride is dreffcd by young 
iti^id^ns, who put on her a, he^d d^efs with very 
long lappets hanging down to her ftioulders. Over 
this head drefs is fixed a garland of evergreens.; 
they them put roui\d her a fefh of ribbon, which 
in certain diftrifts, the bridegroom alone is per- 
mitted to qntie. The latter is generally drefle4 
in new clothes, and takes great p^ins in powdering 
his hair ; it is the only day in his life he can ven- 
ture to dp it, without being laughed at. When, 
every thing is ready for the ceremony, the proccf- 
fion moves to the church;, Two young girls carry 
before the bride, one a white thorn, ornamented 
with ribbons, fruits, and even fweet niears ; and the 
Ptber, a diftaffwith.a ipindle. Her godfather 

carries 
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carries to the church a cake which the prieft 
blefles, and of which the bride afterwards does 
the honour at the defert. 

I (hall remark on this fubjedt, that the greateft 
part of our beaux efprits who laugh at thefe reC- 
pedtable cuftoms, are very far from being aware, 
that they are of very ancient date, and that m 
general, they have fome moral end in view. The 
Roman weddings were not unlike thofe of the ' 
Vendue. They alfo prefented the new married 
'couple with a cake of new wheaten bread, which 
was previoufly bleffed by the prieft, to fignify 
to them by this mutual and facred food, the 
unalterable union which ought to fubfift between 
them. They alfo introduced at the ceremony 
the diftafF and fpiridle, to intimate to the young 
wife, that fhe ought to employ herfelf in the 
duties of her fex at home, and not run after 
vain amufements. The white thorn, in the midft 
of five torches, with which they attended her 
from 'her father's houfe, was the fyjnbol of^ the 
cares of marriage, which a pure and lively flame 
would alone difpel. This is the true moral ten- 
dency of thefe cuftoms, which are only turned 
into ridicule in thefe days, becaufe their meaning 

is 
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is not underftood. I (hr^l furth<5r obferve, tfcat 
the cake, of which I fpeak, was termed in Latin ^ 
tonforreatiOy and that fince the time of Scipio 
Nafica, they confined the ufe of it to the mar- 
riages of prieils and pontiff^* 

When the ceremony is finifhed, they gofrotii 
the church to the place where the wedding feafl 
is prepared, amidft the founds of fifes and violins,, 
and efpecially of the fongs and ihouts of the 
guefts ; (houts, which bting ip the recolle&ion 
thofe of the Roman weddings: ia hymen, O 
Hymen^c ! 

The tables are generally ferved with more 
profufion than delicacy ; and the mirth of the 
guefts is fo noify, that it fometimes offends 
chafte ears. At the defert, the young girls 
gather round the bride, and fing focial verfes to 
her, prefenting her at the fame time, with a 
thorn. The meaning of this fong is, that her 
happy days are paft, that (he may bid adieu td 
every pleafure, and prepare to encounter many 
forrows. It is ufual for the bride to cry during 
this ceremony, and indeed I muft confeG, that 
it is it not calculated to infpire cheerfulnefs. 

After 
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After the fong of the thorn, the momoHs come 
forward ;* this word I believe is derived from 
mofhus. 

It is a kind of challenge that a young vil- 
lager gives to the bride, to gue's what he has 
concealed in a bafket. This baiket generally 
contains a turtle dove, or fome other tame bird, 
ornamented with ribbons, of which the morHon makes 
a prefent to the bride : thtee livres was formerly 
paid for this prefent ; but they* now merely invite 
the momon to the table, which invitation does not 
require being repeated. 

i ftioiild have obferved that it is the rule for 
the bridegroom only to lit down to table when 
the deiert comes on : during diniier time, with a 
napkin under his arm, he is bufied in waiting 
upon the guefts. I confider this cuftom as an 
ancient relic of French politenefs. After dinner, 
dancing begins, and continues till fupper time. 
During the defert, the bride*s neareft relation 
flips under the table and takes off one of her 
garters and a Ihoe : after many jokes, the garter 
is cut into bits and diftributed among the guefts, 
and the fhoe is redeemed by a piece of money. 
During this part of the ceremony, the bride's 

eldeft 
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cldeft unmarried fifters fpin coarfe flax witt sL 
diftafF; and the bridegroom's brothers are obliged 
to make a faggot of brambles j it appears by 
this (Cuftom, that the intention is to punifh them 
for having let their younger brother or fifter 
get the ftart of them, and for not having yet 
paid^ their debt to fociety. Towards three or 
four o'clock in the morning, the wedded pair 
privately withdraw from the company, and retire 
to fome diftai^t houfe. As foon as the guefts 
difcover ir, they go in fearch of them, and always 
find them out. One of the parties 'give them 
an onion foup, and the others a plate of aflies, 
^ but I am ignorant of the meaning of this cuftom. 
Ic is ufual for the pair to eat their foup, then 
to get .up,- and rejoin the company.^ It fome- 
times. however happens, that the bride grows 
angry at this unfeafonable interruptiori, overfets 
the foup, and throws the afliel'^by handfuls in 
the eyes of the intruders ; but this is very fei- 
dbm the cafe, and gives a bad pfognoftic of 
the wife's future temper in her domeftic condudt. 

The wedding lafts as long as there is any 
wine in the ' barrel confecrated to this feftival ; 
he who drinks the laft glafs, ties a firing to 

the 
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die faufet, and puts it on his hat ; this is the 
fignal for breaking up: every one departs, and 
the wedding is over, to the great (atisfaftion of 
the young married folks, who with heartfelt 
pleafure, fee their noify guefts reel off, after 
having undergone their roun^ of pleafantry, and 
fometimes impertinence. ' . 
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CHAPTER ra. 



OF C01in7E£E8» 

1 HERE are very few picvinces in France, 
Inhere conjurers are more in fafliion than in the 
Vendee. There are men in this country who 
have no other profeffion ; they are known as 
fuch, fpoken to with great precaution, and great 
care is always taken never to turn the back to 
them ; if a conjurer's hand touches your Ihoulder, 
you are fure to be bewitched. The only remedy 
in fuch a cafe, is to return him fmartly the 
blow which he has given you, after which, there 
is nothing to fear. 

Rain, hail, thunder, and almoft every meteor, 
are under the controul of the conjurers; pro- 
perly fpeaking, it is they who give rain and fine 

weather. 
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weather. Their power extends ftilt further: it 
is to them that recourfe is had when any pro- 
perty is loft ; it often happens, that this me- 
thod is fuccefsful, and this roguery brings the 
conjurer more into vogue than^ ever^ 

Strange ftories are told throughout the ccJuntry 
of the conjurers, which no body doubts, and 
which are confidered as articles of* faith. 

The difeafes of men and cattle are attributed 
to them. As foon as the Vendean perceives one of 
his family attacked with fome unknown illnefs, 
inftead of calling in the phyfician, he runs to 
the conjurer, and befeeches him to heal the fick 
perfo n J at the fame time, prefenting him with 
money to induce him to be favourable. If the 
fick perfoh recovers, the credit of it is given to 
the conjurer; in the oppofite cafe, he pafles for 
a very uncivil man ; they fay to him, with Chi' 
canneau to Petit- Jean in the Plaideurs i 

He \ rcndez done Targent 5 
Le moiide eft deveou, fans mentir, t»en mechant. 

But for fome years back the conjurers have 
loft p^rt of their reputation. The well informed 
men of the country have fo muqh ridiculed and 

provoked 
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provoked the conjurers with impdnicy, that the 
pealants begin to doubt their power. 

The objedtion to their preternatural power^ dfawn 
from the circumftance of the lottery, appears to 
be that which has the moft weight. In faft, the 
peafants eafily conceive, that if a conjurer could 
guefs the numbers which were to come out on fuch 
a day, they would have made their fortunes long 
ago ; whereas the greater part of them, far from 
being rich, are in a fituatida very little Ibort of 
wretchedneis. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



NATURAL HISTORY. 



xHE Vendee has no quadrupeds, birds, rep- 
tiles, or even plants which are peculiar to its 
climate. Its breed of mules, however, may be 
confidered as the beft in prance; its fat oxen 
and (heep poffefs likewife a decided fuperiority 
over thofe of the neighbouring departments. It 
is alfo very well known that the vipers of Lower 
Poitou, were formerly very much in requeft for 
the manufafture of Venice treacle ; lince the re- 
Volution, that trade has entirely ceafed. The 
country abounds very much in game, efpeciafly 
in hares and red partridges ; thefe latter are con- 
fidered as the beft in France. As the Vendue 

is 
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is, in a great meafure, covered with trees and wood^ 
carnivorous animals and birds of prey arc fo com-^ 
mon there, that they lay wafte,. and do confider- 
able damage to the farmers^ 

Among the former are wolves and foxes ;. 
whatever rewards have been offered by govern- 
ment to the deftroyers of wolves, they multiply^ 
to fuch a pitch, that they are often feen ior 
bodies of from fix to eight, attacking aad tearing^ 
to pieces whole herds of oxen. The only means 
that government can make ufe of to prevent the- 
total ruin of agriculture is, to incite the Ven- 
deans to make a more,aftive war againft them : 
the mayors might be authorifed for fome months, 
to call out a third of the inhabitants, arid have 
a general hunt on the fame day. The ahfentee 
who does not fend a fubftitute (hould be fined. 
It is befides evident, that in adopting this mcar 
fure, a ftop would be put to that fyftem of 
fearching for arms, and authorifing parties to 
carry them, which at this moment only tends 
to fow diftruft, awaken individual animofities^ 
induce the peafant to conceal his gun, and which 
in the end does not procure the republic a finglq 
muiket. 

Thft 
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The moft common birds of prey are the 
hawk, the bittern^ the buftard {milvus wrugi" 
nojus)y hobby, the bark-flayer, the owl, the fcreech 
owl {bulula), the little owl, and the. night owl 

The trees which appear the moft congenial 
to the climate of the Vendue, are the oak, the 
elm, the alh, the poplar {populus alba)^ the chef- 
nut tree, the wild pear, and the apple tree J 
Few countries poffefs fo many medicinal 
plants ; but excepting fome particular kinds, 
I confider them as very inferior to thofe in the 
provinces of Niort and Thouars, which are opener 
and drier foils. 

The foil of the Vendue in general confifts 
of nothing but red and black fand, which, how- 
ever is not wanting in fertility : there are alfo 
fonie tra6\:s of clay land, and others of a fpungy 
quality, the tafte of which is bitter, and the 
colour black. There are no where any marly 
beds, wfx of thofe whitifh lands which are the 
bafis of the Epfom and Sedlitz falts, which 
chymifts term magnejia. The firft foil which I 
have mentioned, is covered with a fpecies of 

ftony 
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ftony heaps, which at a diflance might ho mir» 
taken for tombs; thcfe'ftones are of a greyKh 
and fhining colour, and are excellent fqr buildings 

The country contains but few coal mines, 
and thofe of very litde confequencc. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IX. 



PRINCIPAL MBANS OF THK RBSTORATIOH Or THB 
YBND^E. 

IHE following truths may be confidered as 
political axioms ^ 

I. Subfiftence is the fource of population. 

It. Subfifteticd h^ tW6 bafes: agriculture and 
trade. 

Wl. There triuft be fuitable modes of dif- 
pofiftg of the prbducd of thefe two branches. 

IV. Without canals, without navigable rivers, 
and without high roads, there Can be little dr no 
Conunerce^ 

EC V. The 
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V. The increafe of commerce has always rai/ed 
the price of lands, and confequently given nevvr 
life CO agriculture. 

VI. Government ought always to expend its 
money, by way of aids ^in thofe places where 
the receipt is deficient or iii arrears. 

VII. When it becomes neceflary to compel 
the payment of taxes, it is a fure fign that the 
taxes are too heavy,N or that there are abufes in 
the coUedion. 

VIII. There are no purfes from which we can 
be always taking, without putting fomething in 
again. 

IX. Uncultivated lands are fq many lofles to 
the date. 

X. The fecondary agents of government, ought 
always to be placed in the centre of the country 
which they fuperintend. 

. I requeft the reader to examine thefe political 
axioms, and to feel their force, as it is precifely 
upon thefe principles, that the fyftem which I am 

about 
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about CO lay down is founded. If the bound?, 
which I I^ve prefcribod.to myfelf, permitted m^ 
to enter into details, I might treat of thefe axioms 
fcparately, and fuj^rt them by a long train of 
reafoning ; but I coitf der this method as unnecef- 
fary for candid minds ;. and with refpeft to thofe 
of an oppofite defcription, I affiire them it is not 
for fuch that I write. I am further aware> that 
the plan which I am about to propofe, will find 
many enemies ; it is in oppofition to too many 
paffions and interefts, not ta excite a croud of 
gainfayers : but I appeal beforehapii to' impartial 
reafon, and the decided voice of the general weir 
faje : if they are liftened. to, my plan cannot fail 
of fuccefs, and the Vendee has gained its-caufe-. 

•"Among the means which I am about to pro^ 
pofi;, there ate fecondary ones which might indeed 
be attended with falutary efFeds, but which can- 
not ftrifce at ^he root of the evil. This end is 
to be attained only by general means : I (hall 
begin with thefe latter, referving myfelf to reply 
to the objedions which might be urged, till I have 
cxplaia^ them* 

-E e.» ^ The 
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Tho firil of thefe means is, beyond all dif^ 
puce» to eft$bli(h in the centre of the Vendee; 
the prefbAure, the cen|ral fchool, and other eftab* 
liflimeat^of that pature. 

The fecund, is to render the Thou6 navigable^ 
and even the Sevre-Nantaife; I have been in- 
fomied, that this river can be made fo at ten 
leagues from its mouth. 

The third, is to make two great roads, croffing 
each other at right angles at the point, which I 
(hall hereaft^ name : the firft fhould lead from 
Poitiers to Nantes, paffing by Parthenay, upon 
the banks of the Sevre, and to ChoUet ; the fe^ 
/cond fliould lead from Thouars to Sables-d*01onne, 
.paflSng tW point fitpwod on thi^ S^vre Jufta>en- 
xm^i to ClMteigAcwkt a^d Famenay. 

The fourth, h xq gtvQ frefli aftivity to the 
ports of Poitou, IQ 4raw ftfai^ers thither by 
ppefi f^rs, wd by permitting the fiec ^Hpottttiofc 
ei wp^^> linf n«» «»tU(^ ^ md even com. 

Each of thefe means require explanation, and 
I fiiall attempt to. do i% in few words, depending 

upon 
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lipon the indulgence, impartiality and candoi: 
gf my readers. 

Agreeably to one of the axioms which I have 
juft laid down, it is eflenti^l to public proiperity, 
that the fecondary agents of government (hould 
fcfide in the centre of the countries which they 
fuperintend^ E^ccepting a few diftrifts of the 
Lower Vendee, which border upon Fontenay, that 
country has the jufteft reafon to make remon- 
flrances. In an extent of more than three hun- 
dred fquare leagues, it does not poflefs any efla- 
hlifhment, any high road, or any canal; nor 
any^ of thofe regenerating means, fo liberally la- 
viflied upon neighbouring cities. In the fame 
proportion. that, the Vendue, has to thank, nature 
for the bounties which (be has laviihed upon it, it 
has a right to complain of the negleft of fuc- 
ceffive governors, who have all appeared to treat 
it with contempt up to the prefent day. It will 
certainly be matter of furprife for pofterity, that 
in fo extenfive a fpace, in the midft of one of the 
richeft countries in France, no man of genius has 
yet thought of building a town, for we cannot 
reafonably apply that name to miferable villages, 
whiqh alone have hitherto covered it.. ,If the 

prodigal L*ewis XIV* wIxq expended fo many 

millions 
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millions in building Verfarlles, the Invalids, and 
fo many ufekfs palaces ; if his no Tefs extravagant 
grandchildren, though finking under the weight 
of the public debt, erefted' Colifaeums, Pantheons, 
and other expenfive buildings ; if thefe princes, I 
fay, had devoted the hundredth part of the fums,, 
which thefe fumptuous and vaft monuments coft 
them, in giving vigour to agriculture in the pro- 
vinces, in building townS> eftabliftiing .manufac- 
tories and other works of that kind, they would 
not only have rendered France the moft flourifhing 
empire in Europe, but they would alfo'havQ 
laved her fome part of thofe political ftiocks, whicK 
have coft her fo niuch blood and treafure.. 

. Further, let it not be thought that kings alone 
have been guilty of this odious extravagance : have 
we not feen the Jacobins in their delirium devote 
miHio9S to the manufadturing their i pikes, (q 
much vaunted, with which, as they afferted, they 
would overturn the thrones of Europe ; thefe Ja- 
cobin^ who in the end became the fubjeft of 
ridicule* ? How many pitvailing faftion^ haye we 

not 

* Had the Jacobins been fubje£ls onfy of ridicule, liberty 
would not have had fo much reafoa to complain*. Witk 

. whatevei;' 
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not leen erefting monuments, which were pulled 
down the day after by a more powerful party ? If 
we calculate the expences of the apotheofis of 
Marat, and others no lefs ludicrous fooleries, the 
fpoils of palaces, and the manfions of the richpft 
men in France, we cannot avoid lamenting over 
the mifchiefs which have been perpeorated, and 
the good that might have been done ; in a word, 
we muft confefs, that if divine Providence did 
not conftantly watch over its own work for its 
prefervation, human madnefs would have long ago 
overfet the world, and replunged it in its ancient 
chaos. I hope the reader will excufe this digreffion, 
which is indeed but too much connefted with the 
fubjedt of wliich I am treating, and to which I 
now return. . 

I have before obferved, that there were no 
eftablifliments in the Vendee ; it is notorious, 
that there is no one country in France, which, 
has a greater ahd better founded right to complain 
of this negleft; It would be too prolix and tedious 
to give .a topographical view of all the departments 
of which the Vendue makes a part : I (hall there- 

nihtttcvcr contempt their arguments may have been treated, the 
fharpnefi of their pikes has been very fenfibly feJt.— ^o/^ of 
the Tranllatvr* 

fore 
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fere confine tnylHf to the defcription pf that in 
which I reiide, (the two Sevres) whidi mclude» 
in its circuit, the diftrifts of Breifaire, Aubiers, 
Md Cbatillon j in t word, the half of the Upper 
Vendee. 

If we examine the (ituation of the chief toKtn 
of this department, it will be feen that nothifig 
coirfd be worfe chofen. The department of the 
two Sdvres, hemmed in on the fouth and 
weft fides by the neighbotrthood of thofe of the 
Vendfc and the Lower Chanente, may be faid 
to rcfemblc the form of an acute angle*. This 
form once granted, I aik every man of good 
{cnfe, whether it is juft, inftead of fixing the 
central point in the broadeft part, and at equal 
dtftances from its fides, to place it exadily at the 
point of interfedion of the angle of which I have 
juft (pokcn. Such hcwcver is the pofition of Niorr, 
the chief fpot of this department. In order to 
afcertain the truth of what I affert, government 
has only to caft a glance upon the map of the 

- * Its form is that of an irregular polygon ; but flsAechi^f 
town is jQtuated at the point of interfe6Hon of one of its angles, 
I maintain that it may be cpniideFed uodir the ihapc whi^il 
have mentioned. 

. cottfitry^ 



country; and it wiH readily perceive the injuftico- 
of thrschoice^ againft which the northeFn diftrifts 
have To long and loudly exclaimed* 

I kncxw that the inhabitants of Niort have 
conibintly evinced their attachment to the revo- 
hition, and that they deferve attention :. but would 
diey wilh to facrifice the general interefl* to thofe 
confiderationsf I cannot* believe it. I fhall con- 
fine myfelf to combating the two principal ob- 
jeftrons which they have hitherto made* agaihft 
every plan propofed for changing the capital of 
die department. 

In the firft place, they argue, that in cafe 
of invafion by the Englifla, it .would be eafierto 
iffue the neceffary orders from Niort, to diredb 
the march of the national guards, and in (hort> 
to take all the neceffary orders to repel them* 

This obje<S:ion at firft fight may appear very 
plauiible, but it falls to the ground of itfeif, as 
feon as it is examined. In fad, the. Engliih being 
able to come only by fea, we muft in that cafe 
fuppofe, that there was no place on the firft line 
in a iituation to oppofe them^ but whil ft RocbeUo 

F f and 



and the tieigbbouring poits are b fuch a date of 
defence^ k is to be prefumed, that if tbe En- 
glifli ever atteixipted a deicent^ they wc^d di- 
reft it to a very diSerent point* Thus, oot 
only has this objeftion no weight, but 1 further 
infift that it may even be retorted; for if trou^ 
bles ariie in tbe inierior of the department, jand 
experience has but too clearly proved that this 
danger was more to be feared than the chkne- 
rical defcent of th^ Englifli, I may enquire hpv 
the ^ents of government^ flationed at the extre* 
mity of the angle, can take thoie quick and 
fpeedy meafures, which can alone ftifle fedidon^ 
in their birth? 

Could Brutus have fruftrated at Rome the tiest>' 
' Ion of Tarquin*s adherents^ or the king^ of La« 
eedenu>n have prevented the levoks of the 
Helots, if they had been at twenty leagues dif- 
tance from the fcene of thofe confpiracies ? Let 
us then candidly con&fs, that the Vendue would 
nevef H have mode iuch progrefi ; but radier that 
the civil war would have been crufhed at its 
outfet, tf the.adminiftrative bodies had been fta* 
ttoned in its centre. The prefence and authority 
4)f the organs of the. laws would have been fuf- 

ficient 



ficient to keep within the bounds of duty, the 
few malcontents who ftirred up this war: the 
Vendean, better inftruded m his true interefts, 
uhd viewing the enormous difproportion of his 
ftrength, would not have ventured to truft his pro* 
perty and ekiftenc^ to the chance of fo unequal 
a ftruggle, and we (hould not have to lament at 
this day the ruins which cover thefe unfortunate 
provinces. 

Tbc fecond objeftion is not more Iblid. The 
inhabitants of Niort pretend that no town can 
be formed near the centre, capable by its buildings 
and extent of accommodating the chief autho- 
rities. This objedtion alfo falls to the ground, if 
it can be proved that it is pofiible to find a 
town adapted to this purpofe. The reader (hall 
prefently be convinced that it is not difficult to 
find fuch a fitu^tion. After having thus refuted 
the d>jeaions, I ftiall confine myfelf to pointing 
out the inconveniences which refult from the 
prefcm ftate of things*. , 

The 

* It is veiy probable, that the inconveniencids dated bj 

the author cxift ; but in the preient moral and poHticai 

fiate of the Vendee, tiie Go^erament would a6b ,unwifel)V 

if it removed the feat of departmental adminifiration from a 

p f 2 town 
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The heavieft, dotjbdefs, is that of which the 
ptoj>]t have fo much reafon to complain^ nanie>« 
ly, the being at the greateft poffible diftance; 
from the authorities, from whom alone they caa 
obtain juftice. The greater part not beii^ skie 
to undertake fuch expeniive journies^ are reduced 
IP the hard neceffity of negleding their af&irs» 
and ^viag up well founded claims. 

. In the fecond place, inftru6lion, which is the 
foul of a republic^ cannot be props^ated, and 
remains confined to a privileged corner of the 
department without a poffibiliiy of the majority 
of the , people being^ able to Ihare in i^ ad<- 
vantages. . 

The diffemination of inftroAion in the Vendee^ 
is the only way to prevent frefli troubles; but 
let me afk how miferable ruinixl landholders can 
fend their children to central fchools, at the dif- 
tance of twenty leagues from their homes ?-=-Catt 
it be eijcpeded that mere jfchoolmaftersj decorated 

•town, the inhabitants of which are fuch examples both of 
good principles and condud to the proi^inces aFOuad them. 
Niort during the war in the Vendue merited much more thaa 
thcfcanty ewlogium of tiKZu\hor.^N9U9ftheTraHfiai9r, 

. with 
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*dth the pompous title of Inftitutors, will be able- 
to diffeminate thofe valuable principles of know- 
ledge, of which they have not the leaft idea 
themfclves ? 

The final refult then of what I have juft ftated 
to be the cafe is, that the city of Niort is fur- 
rounded by thofe who have no connexion with 
it, whilft all thofe who have occafiion to go to it 
upon bufinefs, are much too far from it. I dare 
even go further, and maintain that the very cf* 
tablifhroent of the department itfelf is radically 
bad, and that there is not one in all France 
worfe arranged. 

The reader muft recoUeft, that at the time of 
the formation of tHefe eftablifliments, the depu- 
ties of the feveral towns befieged the Committee 
-of the Conftitution. ^very one wanted to have a de- 
partnient for his town ; and as the large cities had 
4( great number of reprefentatives and friends, it 
is notaftonilhing that without regard to the cen- 
trality, they often carried their ^oint in oppofition 
to their competitors. What I have juft ftated, 
was abfolutely the cafe with Niort. 

The 
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The neighbourhood of ponteoay, which is onlf 
four leagues diftant from it, and chat of the depart- 
ment of Chaiente which borders upon it, for a 
long time fixed the attention of the Committed 
of Conflitution, but at laft folicitations catried 
the point, and it was refolved, that Niort (hould 
have a department. It is tnie^ that to obviate the 
numerous inconveniencies which refulted from that 
fiation, it was agreed, that St. Maixent fhould 
alternately enjoy the &me advantage. But the 
deputies of Niort had no great trouble two yean 
after, in getting this inconvenient turn done away, 
and their town was maintained in the full pof-> 
fefiion of the. valuable privilege. 

As it generally happens oao abu& brings on 
another; by tnaking a department of Niorti 
they were obliged to difmember that of Fontenay^ 
and at one flxoke they fpoil^ the arrangement c£ 
both in their divifions. Thus, inftead of giving 
to the department of the Vendue fome parts q£ 
Niort, St. Maixent, and Melle, which were fa 
convenient for it, and diflributing the other parts 
of thefe difbrids, either in ihe department of the 
Lower Charente, or in that of Vienne, to which 
they are refpedlively adjoining, they even ufurped 
part of the territory at Fontenay 3 the two neigh-' 

bouring 
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bouring towns became the frontiers of their de- 
partment, and only perceived a line of two leagoea 
in extent between them. This plan once adopted, 
it was tieceflary to annex to this new department 
a fufficient number of diftrifts : they could nei-» 
dber be taken from the fouthward nor the weft- 
ward of Niort ; it was therefore indifpenfably nc* 
ceffary to refort to the northern fide, in confequence 
of which, the diftrifts of Thbuars and Chatillon 
werefeleded to make up the complement, or in ' 
other wordsi were facrific'ed to pretended con- 
Yeniencc* 

It follows from what I have juft fliown, that it 
is is effentially neceflary to form the department 
of the two Sevres anew ; its bafis is too faulty to 
expeft that it will form a good divifion, — Nar- 
rowed too much towards the fouth, it has too 
much breadth towards the north ; and do what 
diey will, they can never find a common centre 
for the intercourfe of the inhabitants of Niort and 
Argenton, Chatillon and Chef-Boutonne ; the 
diftance * between thefe different countries are too 
confiderable, and their manners too oppofite ; in 
ftiprt, the Upper Vendue requires an eftabliftiment 
mOm i^elf^ and a particuloir regime. Tlus point 

once 
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ooce determined, the foUovnng is the new plan 
which I would propofe. 

Diftribute the parts of the diftrift of Niort^ 
St. Maixent, and Melle in the neighbouring de« 
partments, in the manner that I have juft pointed 
out. Carry your central eftablifhment into the 
heart of the Upper Vendue, upon the banks o£ 
the Sevre-Nantaife, which fpot appears to me the 
moft convenient placed between La Foret-fur-Sevtc 
and Chadllon ; compoife this new departqient of 
the parts of the former diftrifts of Parthenay and 
Thouars, in followmg the courfe of the Thou6, 
of Vitrieis, and ChoUct, of the territories of Mor- 
tagne, Chatillon, Breffuire, Argenton, La Foret- 
fur-Sevre, and the lands fituated (even leagues 
beyond that river, and you will have a well rounded 
department, not lefs confiderable than that of 
die two Sevres. At firft fight, this plan prefents 
feeming difficulties; I fhall therefore attempt to 
do them away. 

I may be afked, what will become of the parts 
of the diftrids of Thouars and Parthenay, fituated 
beyond the Thou^, if this plan be adopted. In 
reply to this objedtibn, I anfwer, that the neareft 
diftrifts may be retained in the new department, 

and 
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-and that the others will be very well fatisfied with 
being annexed ' to the department of Vienne,. 
having feveraJ times foKcited that favor. 

It may alfo be objected, that by this plan I 
take away from the departments of the Vendee, 
Mayenne and Loire, a part of their territory. I 
anfwer, that with refpcft to the firft, its lofs is 
very amply compenfated by the newdiftridtsfuper- 
added[; and that with refpeft to the fecond, it will 
have no reafon to regret the lofs of a few devaftated 
diftrids, which their great diftance from the chiefs 
ftation prevents being cultivated again ; that in 
the fecond place, it would preferve a part of the: 
divilions of Vitriers and ChoUet, which would 
reduce its lofs to a few communes ; that laftly, 
this department is much too extenfive, exceeding 
the neighbouring departments by near one thirdy 
which is contrary to republican principles, equally 
applicable to the divifion of territory, as to any 
thing elfe. 

Finally, it may be faid to me, how can you 
lodge your adminiftra;tive bodies in a country town/ 
and even in the open country ? 

o g To 



596 TIBW OF THE CITUi 

To this objedion I anfwer, that after burning 
fi> many towns in the Vendue, nothmg could be 
more glorious for thofe who govern^ than to 
eftablifli a colony in the midfl of thefe ruins, and 
to build a city there, wonhy of its founders. 
Every thing feems to favor the idea; the ma- 
feriak of every kind which abound in this pro- 
vince, and at the lowed rate; the advantageous (itu- 
ation on the Sevre, upon whole banks were formerly 
erefted manufadories, ' which might again be 
rendered flourifliing: add to thefe confiderations, 
that the greatefl part of the inhabitants of Chatii- 
Ion and MortJ^e, who were burned out, and who 
for the want of means to repair their houfes, 
are ftill exiles in the neighbouring departments, 
would ardently embrace die opportunity of returning 
to their country, and would with pleafure fettle in 
the new city. Every thing then feems favourable 
towards deciding the government to put this lau- 
dable and generous plan into execution. The 
advances which it would be ynder the neceffity 
of making would very foon be amply reimburfed ; 
in lefs than twenty years the ezpences of this 
fftablifhment would be repaid^ and without having 
exhauiled the public tr^ure, it would acquire 
lEBpiortal glory, in raifing a country from its 

ruins, 
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niins» and thereby meriting and receiving th& 
gratitude and bleffings of the whole of the 
Vendee- 

Methinks I already heiar thofc cold calculators^ 
whole political views never can take a wide range, 
reply to me, *• Into what expence3 will you hurry 
the government? Are you not aware that, having 
been obliged to carry on a deftruftivc war> k 
cannot afford to give any affiftance towards exe* 
curing your plan ?'* 

I fhall only obferve to them, that it is caliim^ 
niating the government to aflert, that it does 
not referve funds for encouragement of agricul- 
ture whilft its attention is fo bent upon that 
interefting objeftj that it is conftantly offering 
premiums to tho(e who dtftinguiOi themfelves 
in the cultivation of lands, in the forming new 
plantations, or making experiments, affording 
them for thefe purppfes every fort of encou-^ 
ragemeiit and even advances €^ money. Govenii' 
ment is too IvfcU infbrlned not to be fenfible, that 
hothing can be takeh frdm a fund without fome 
returns being made ; that all uncultivated hnd 
}$ fo much lofs to the ftate; that to devote fome 
money to the ienovaticm of a pioVincie> io tofow 
o g 2 in 



228 VIEW OP THE CIVIL 

in order to reap a plentiful harveft ; it is lending 
its money at the higheft intereft, and opening 
inexhauftible fources of public profperity : it muft 
feel, I fay, that by reftoring its agriculture and 
commerce to a ruined province, it increafes the 
means of fubfiftence in the ftate, and confequently 
the quantum of population ; in a word, that from 
the inftant its receipts begin to fail in any de- 
partment, it ought to make a point of im- 
mediately giving it aid; fincc, notwithftanding 
the refources of the moft expert financier, it is 
impoffible to be always taking out of a purfe 
witKout filling it again. Such at this day is the 
fituation of the Vendee ; ruined and defolatcd as 
it is, it bears the fame burden as before the 
war, which led to its deftruftion. It even (^ks 
under the weight of its taxes ; the hufbandman 
is obliged to difpofe of his capital, and the 
coUeftors in the difcharge of their duty, are obliged 
to make ufe of the intervention of a fwarm 
of bailiffs and tipfliafFs, which alone, according to 
the feventh axiom which I have' laid down, is 
fujEcient to convince me that the debt is too great, 
and that government will feel the juftice of dimi- 
nifliing the taxes, or affording the means of pay- 
ing them. The moft pradlicable of thefe meansj 
and certainly the moft effeftual, is to found the 

colony 
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colony which I propofe. All governments, both 
ancient and 'modern, feel the neceflity of thefe 
eftablifliments. Without mentioning Alexandria 
and fo many other cities, which, under the do- 
minion of Alexander, regulated the affairs of the 
empires which he had conquered, are we not 
infornted that Rome' and Carthage, thofe very 
flourifliing republics, attained their higheft pitch 
of profperity only by means of their colonies ? It 
may alfo be remarked, that it was in the midft 
of their moft cruel wars that thefe wile republics 
thought it proper to eflablifh barriers between 
themfelves and untraftable or reftleft fubjedls and 
allies. Would Carthage have been able to pre- 
ferve her pofleffions in Spain for fuch a length 
of time without Carthagena ; and without her 
colonies on the Rhine, could Rome for fo many 
a;ges have been able to reftrain the efforts and 
irruptions, of the warlike people of Germany ? 

It was in the^ midfl of the wars of Africa, of 
Perlia, and Italy, that the * emperor Juftinian 
built or eftabliflied m his ftates more than fifty 
towns ; and, as Evagrius has judicioufly obferved, 
the glory which he derived from ' thefe eftablifli- 
ments, will appear pore brilliant in the eyes of 

pbfterity 
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pofterity, than the fplendid victories of BeHiarius and 
Naries. But why quote foreign examples ? was it 
not in the midft of the cruel wars which menaced 
France with tuin, that Francis I. and Lewis XIV. 
prodigal as they were, built cities^ dug canals^ 
made ports» and joined feas ? and cannot the French 
Republic, no lefs powerful than Rome under its 
Scipios, or than France under its Charlemagne^ 
iindertake to build a city in a defolated country, on 
which the reftoration of a province, the advantage 
of the ftate,* and the public profpcrity depend ? — 
But it is too much to dwell on fuck firivolous 
objections $ I Ihould be afraid^ by continuing, to 
woun4 the dignity of a. magnanimous nation ^ I 
therefore defift, and r^ume myfubjedi:^ 

I have enlarged a little upon the p^iculafs of 
the firft means that I pointed out, becaufe I con- 
fider it as the fundamental bafis of my pkn. I 
go on to the fecond, and (hall ftiow that the 
navigatiofn of the Th^u^ and t^e Sevre may pow^ 
crfuUy contribute to the re-eftablifliment o( the 
Vendue. 

Acc(^ding tp the fourth ajqom vvhich I have 
laid down, it is certain that without canals, the 
moft fertile countries cannot become flourifhingi 

as 
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as fbon as the low price given for his commodi* 
ties impedes the eflForts of induftiy, the hufband- 
man is difcouraged, and can no longer engage 
in any kind of fpeculation : but the difficulty of 
carriage is what clogs induftry the moft ; and 
no fooner does the expence of conveyance 
fwallow up two-thirds of the produce of his ex- 
ponations, than the difcouraged farmer neglcAs 
the cultivation of all articles of which the carriage 
is attended with difficulties. His fuperfluity is 
in fome meafure loft to him, and often for want 
of a channel for fale, poverty befieges him in the 
hiidft of abundance. Canals then are of fuch in-* 
finite iniportance, that the profperity of a country 
may be eftimated by the number it contains. 
China, finking under the weight of its immenfe 
population, only fubfifts by means of its navigable 
rivers ; Holland, in the midft of its marfhes, finds its 
profperity in the facility of its water carris^e, whilft the 
greater part of fertile Poland labours under mifery in 
the midft of abundance. In our republic, all the in- 
habitants on the banks of the Seine, the Rhone, and 
the Loire, are in cafy circumftances, while thofe 
of the no lefs fertile provinces of Berry and Poitou 
can hardly procure money enough to pay their 
uxes. All thefe inftances tend to (how that there " 
can be no trade without canals or navigable rivers. 

Although 
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Although the Vendue is only watered by incon- 
fidcrable ftreams, it is neverthelcG poffible to ame^ 
liorate its iituation in that branch. The Thoue, 
in order to be made navigable, only wjuts the 
will of the government. Some years ago, Lenain^ 
the intendant of Poitiers, took up this, bufinefs : 
an engineer fent by him to the fpor, was com^ 
miffioned to take plans and ^refent memorials on 
^e fubjeft. Thefe interefting papers were depo- 
fited at the time in the office of the Secretary 
pf Intendance^ and it will not be difficult for Go- 
vernment to procure them. But the deplorable 
ftate of the finances, and the misfortunes which 
took place from the maritime wars at the end 
of the reign of Lewis the XV. prevented the 
Government froqa following up this laudable 
defign ; and although the engineer only aiked a 
moderate fum to put it into execution, he could 
not obtain it. Nothing would be more creditable 
to Government at this period, than to refume 
fuch a ufeful projed. There is not perhaps ahy 
undertaking of this kind in France that would 
require lefs money. It is only neceflary to make 
a few locks, and to deepen in two places where 
there are flats, as has been done above Mon- 
treuil-Bellay ; where at only a hundred thoufand 
livres expence, the fame river has been rendered na- 
vigable 



vigable to Saumur, fituated at about thfee leagues 
•tJiftance from it. AH that is requifite then iipon . 
\he whole, ^s to proceed in the feme" way as fsk 
as Thoiiars, at four leagues diftance from Mofe- 
tfeuil. I ^am convinced in lefs than ten years, 
the tolls which might be eftablifhed on that river 
*would reimburfe the govetnnient for all its adr- 
vances.*^ This projeft, fo eafy and fo little e^^ 
-penfive, would be of the higbeft confequence'to , 
the Vendue, and in ten years Would render it * 
flourifhing as' it is now miferable. All thcfurplus 
of the Vendean produce, conveyed by land carriage 
-at a: fmall expehce to Thouars, upon a rbad of 
wlkich I (hall hereafter fpeak, might be embariced 
up^n die Thoue, conveyed to Saumur, Tours, 
Orleans, and pafing by the canal of Briaire, 
^might' even reach the capital. • Paris would alfo 
receive confiderable pleafure as well- as advantage in 
•feeing Vendean merchants felling their commo- 
dities in its ports. 

The navigation of the Sevre-Nantaife wotild 

afford no lefs valuable benefits to the Vendue. 

I (hall not enter into any details . refi^efting itbe 

means of rendering the river navigable ; I can 

only offer the Government on this head, the tefti- 

mony oiF ^^'few well-informed irien^ wlk> Jia^ 
• ,; H h ' . affured 
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aflttPod mif that it would be poffitie to nav^tcr 
it at tea k:^;ucs from its mouthy vrhich alfo 
m\i& be left ix> the ei^ineers to afcertlin. I 
ibtSi oooieat myfdi with obferving, that there 
are snaay who in the courfe of fuch exatninatiom 
ind it tniich eafier tocut the Gordtath knot than 
io untie it^ whidi govwnme&t wiH doubdefi take 
care to prevenc* But on die whole^ die advan- 
cages which the Vead^ would tea^ firom this nsh 
TigitioA would be ificalGutable ; foe wK^ pare 
-€£ its ptodude, by means of the Thoui^ migte 
be fold even ift the capital^ the other part» by 
^oiig down the Sewre, would reach tfa^ banba 
(€f th^ Loire» Wimld feU to advanttige in che mar« 
kets of Namesy and ia the port of that town or 
that tif Paittib«uf, tni^ be flupped in the Sp^^ 
niBx or Dutch vdSdik which oraffick ia thefe 

4^0It8* 

X have now (hown the advanti^es which the 
Vendfe would derive from the navigation of the 
Sevfeaod the Thou^; I pa6 overi^ the Ihinl 
ftmcdy which I have pcMtited out, vis. that of 
conftra&ing tw6 gMat roads^ 

If money forms the nerveof the bodypoGtic^k 
rfgagsf be d^d that hi^ mads aie iu vebs i diey alone 

were 
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were of more fervice to tkepr^iervacioftof theRomaa 
€in{»r6, than all tkt valovir of their coromandeips ; 
to thde the French Revolutioa is indebted for 
ks progrefs, and thd Republic alfo lor a pare of 
its vidories^ When the barbarifm whkh fucceeded 
the reigns of the Conlbntines and the Thebdo* 
fiu»^ had entirely obfiterated thofe ancient monu^ 
ments of Ronian gl<^» commerce was annitu* 
hilated In Europe. This beauttful quarter of the 
world became a den of farages $ the arts and fci* 
encea difappeared; the ii^bitants were reduced 
to exchange their commodities oi^y amoi^ neigh* 
bouring diftri&s; neighbewing kingdoms became 
unkiK)wn countries i with the love of luxury, the 
relilh for induftry was loft y and in a word, if 
the deftru&ion cf the Roman teads brought on 
the rum ei trade, the &flure of the latter 
plunged Europe into the thkkeft darkneis of 
%noniRce and feudalifm. 

Since the revival of commerce and the am^ 
every government has exerted itfelf inconftru&ing 
high roads in its refpeftive ftates. France, fron^ 
the number it contains, is perhaps the moft con- 
venient country in that re{peft; but whilft the 
greateft part df the departments enjoy this valii* 

abk 
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able advantage the ^eatcr part of the VendS^ 
is totally deprived of it» Excepting two bye roads 
from Saumur to. ChoUet^ and from Montreuit 
to Parthenay, in a fpace ' of near two hundred 
ftjuare leagues, 1 do not know of any road that 
can be deeped prafticabJe : nor have the ma^o-^ 
rity of the inhabitants of the Upper Vendue ay 
more cQmtnunicatioa with Fontenay> Nantes and 
|he Other neighbouring towns than with German}? 
and Italy.. The- Government muft perceive how 
much this. pi:ivation muft tend to deaden all in-^ 
4uftry ampng the Vendeans, to confine them to 
their own d.ftrifts, render them a diftind people^ 
and impede all progrefs towards civilization. 

J The only, me^ns of obviating thefe inconve- 
iiienpes is what. !• propofe. It is. abfolutcly 
neceffary then to conftru<5t twQ high roads,^ which 
may interfed each other at right angles near the 
new town of which I- have before fpoken. The 
firft would lead. from Poitieystp Nantes, and the fe- 
cond from Thouars to Sables-d'Olonne, preferving 
the dircdion I have already defcribed. 

. jWith refped to tlw fubjed, I muft obferye^ 

.thgit in the conftrudion of the former of thefe 

roOids, they might work on the foundations of the 

• ^cient 



WAR IN THE VENDUE. slS^ 

ancient Roman road, of which fome traces are 
ilill difcoverable^. I may alfo add that the high* 
road from Poitiers to Parthenay being already 
ihade, a quarter of the t^ is done. The fecond 
of the two roads which I have propofed^ might 
ferve for a communication between Parish Fontenay 
and Sables; it would fhorten by twenty leagues 
the. road now ufcd. On this head I^muft remark, 
that it is aftonifhing even to this moment, Go« 
vernment has not thought of changing the ordi- 
nary route from Paris to Rochelle, and fend its 
couriers by way of Mans, La Fleche, Saumur, 
Thouars, Parthenay,. Niort, 6cc. &c. whiih would 
afford travellers the advantage of fliortcning their 
journey, finding provifions..at a much lower price 
than what they are obliged to pay; and in 
a word, meeting with much more convenient roads. 
The Vendue would likewife derive from thefe 
changes the advantage of felling a confiderable 
furplus of its hay, and no longer find itfelf obliged 
to confume it without profit, or fell it at a low 
rate. 

. * There are fome traces of it to be ieen in the town of 
Forges, and near the New Houle. 

The 
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The bft ot thefe change^ would occaGon 6ni|r 
a trifling expeoce; all the high roads are m to« 
krable Gondition^' there are only a few bridges 
to be Hbpaiicd, and poft houfes ^flabdiifhed* If the 
Gavtmmcac coodefictads to adopt my views, and 
to make the roads which I propafe^ the Veod^ 
will want nothinjg further^ and its profperity wili 
henceforth be mTuied. The firft road wUt cue 
the n^w departmeot from eaft to weft» and the 
fecond from north to (buth ; the one will ha* 
Ijtate its exponations into the departments of the 
interior, and the other ^ will at s^ times, open ea^ 
communications with the (ea ports. Eefides thele 
two great roads, which would run thcoug^ all 
the interior parts of the department, it has al-> 
veady two bye-roads, viz. that of Thouars- to Par^ 
thenay, and that from Dooi to^CfaoUet, the ad* 
vantages of which are incalculable. There would 
then be very few departments in the repuhtic^ 
where the communications of every kind would 
he more eafy ; and where^ confequently commerce 
and indulbry might take deeper root. 

Having thus pointed out the advant^^es which 
the Vendue might derive from the propoftd high 
xoads,^ I ihall proceed to the fourth objed which 

Imentioned> 



1 mentioned, and fliew bf tibat means a new 
mdi^f may be given to ks pora« 

Maritime comjJ2»erce a becxMfte fo neceflaty to 
tlie profperity <3f flates, it is lb much conneded 
with the fuccefs of dgricuiture^ that in general & 
dry fand, fituated advamageoufly upon the (ok 
coa^ prefems no the political obfikver more ad- 
vanfCages than a fertile ibil deprived x)f the meam 
fif oomnxunication: Athens and Tyre^ iatuatedia 
die midi): of a laxoft ungrateful foil, 4ittatned ch& 
liigheft degree of Iplcndour, while the .mxKie fcr- 
tik provinces of Perfia and A%ria languiflied iat 
At jntdft of barren abundanoe* 

The maolhes of Ht^hmd ait this period am thft 
ipurcss < of motQ wealth than half the kingdoms 
of nheMtth^ and we &e En^and ruie the feai» 
kff iMf Ikens, and dr^cw more Cpeafure into her 
pc«ts, tkan die nttioft floui^ing empires cf anti« 
iSpAy tern: p0lkl£^ Ffiance^ ^ advanta^eouflf 
finsacced as Iher rital, has for a lengdi of time dif* 
i^ed ihe commiirce of the whde world : and bfid 
it not been fer the errors of Liewh XIV. h;ad it 
not been fcr the (ASB^ndk find apaid^ of his d^ 
iSifendants s ^n a word; had k not been for the im- 
4nefiie btnden which the irepobfic bas bad to Tu^k 

port 
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port in a war againft all Europe, it is probable 
that we fhould by this time have wrefted the do- 
* minion of the feas out of the hands of the En- 
glish. Now that the continental peace appears 
confirmed, it is likely thit the Government will 
direft its views to our navy and our ports. 

Although the Vendue has no ports on its coafts 
of great irapoftance, we may be allowed to hope 
that none of the means which it affords will be 
neglefted to .improve its maritime trade, to repair 
its ports and bays, and, in va word, to corredt na- 
ture .in thofe places where it offers the few^ft 
obftacles to be furmounted.' It was by fuch efforts 
that the celebrated Cpfmode^Medicis was enabled, 
in fpite of nature, to create the port of Leghorn, 
and to draw commerce and induftry into his 
ftates ', it was by fuch means that the Hollanders 
were enabled td furmount difficulties deemed in- 
iuperable, and to refcue from the fea a now 
flouriftiing country, Fortunately the French Go- 
vernment has no fuch efforts to make to repair - 
the ports of the Vendee ; the moft difficult talk 
without doubt will be, that of engaging foreigners 
to refort thither. Even to this day, thefe ports 
have been fo neglected, and have had fo little 
credit, that the Spaniards who have bufmefs to 
' tranfaft 
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Iraniad in the. clcpartme6trf of the weft, inftead of 
coming by fea, and landing at the ports of Sa-^ 
bles or Nantes, have conftantly preferred coming 
by way of Bayonne and Bourdeagx, although the 
journey by this road cofts them treble the expence* 
It will perhaps be difficult for Government to 
induce them to change their route, and to dr?iw 
them to ou!" ports ; but there is reafonto believe 
that it will fucceedi when it fllall preient ^dvan^ 
tages for commerce ; when perniiffion fllall be 
given them to export falt^ and fuch furpl-us of 
grain as they may ftand in need of ; when they 
fliajl find themfelves no longer fubjefted to thofe 
minute and infultiiig ptecautidris, which have been 
habitually exercifed againft theni in the greatei* 
part of our ports; when in fhort they, (hall fee 
that the fyftem of prohibitions has been aban- 
doned*- Thi$ would be the propet place to 

ipoint 

* A liberal idea which it would p^iiiaps Becdnle all gof-i 
Vernments to adopt, would be to leave all commerce free^ aod 
to admit of ho prohibitory fyftems, with, the exception only j 
bf the articles indifpenfably neceffary to the fubfiftence of the 
i>eopIe. It may be imagiiled by iome, that bv giving that 
latitude to coiiimerce, we lliould be liable in France to fee, 
our fpecie transferred to foieigners, and our matiufaftures de- 

1 i ferted 
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point out the numberlefs ibufes which follov^ 
a prohibiting fyftero, and what injuty does it 
to trade ^ but the bounds which I have ptefcribed 

feted ; but I do not think that this apprchenfion is well founded. 
^ we prefer foreign commodities, foreigners have the fame de- 
fire to obtain thofe of which we are in pofleffion ; the human 
heart is every where the fame : we feck for objeds with ea- 
gemeis in proportion to the diftance from whence they come. 
In exchange for the monkies which China fends us, fhe delights 
in the playthings of Europe ; the Peruvian gave up heaps of 
gold to the Spaniards for knives ; the African beftows his ivory 
for grains of ghfi ; the Canadian his bearer ikins for i few bottles 
of brandy ; in Ihort, the reality is every where neglfe^ed, while 
we run after the ihadow ; fafhion and caprice alone fix the 
price of the greateft part of articles ; tea, coffee, chocolate, and 
fpirits have made the fortune of men in Europe, becaufe they 
come from a difUnce. Front the fame motive our European 
merdiandifes are fought by the Afiatics ; and whilft the Eu- 
ropean petit maitre enjoys the luxury of th^ ananas of India, 
the Indian prefers to the delicious fruits of his own country 
one of thofe apples which we every day tread under our feet. 
It appears from what has been obferved, that were an unlimitted 
trade permitted, there would be nearly an equal advantage. 

An objedt of this importance, however, demands a difcui&on 
of greater length. I Ihall confine myfelf to the obfervation, that 
till I have proof to the contrary, I fhall continue to think 
with a celebrated minifter, that there is but one maxim to fol- 
low refpeding trade j — Laiffii7i»nous fain. 

to 



to myfelf will not permit me to eqter into thefe 
particulars ; befides, I arp too well convinced of 
the Ayifdom of government, not to believe that this 
poipt will be fpeedily remedied. 

The principal articles of trade between the 
Spani^rcjs and the Vendee, would be for the 
former, grain, falf, fat oxeq, leather, mules, linen, 
and cloth ; the latter would receive in exchange, 
oils, groceries^ medicinal drug^, dye ftuflf, (heep*^ 

and 

^ Cup politicians have confidered it a« iinfoffit>U to aecuilotn 
the Spanifb fheep to the French climate^ and pretend that their 
removal from a warm country into a moift and temperate cli* 
mate, would deftroy one half of the race, and caufe the other 
to degenerate. Thefe declamations made too fh*ong an im- 
preflion at the. time on the mind of Colbert, and deprived 
France o^ an invaluable benefit. To conquer thefe prejudices, 
it feemed requiiite that a natioa iituated at the extremity of 
the north of Europe iliould prove to us, by its example and 
fuccefs, (hat the Spa»iih fheep may be eaiily accuflomed to 
the climate of any other country. At the period of the re- 
volution which reflored the Swedes to freedom, that people^ 
reduced to make ufe of foreign fluffs in their drefs, refolved 
to rid themfelves of fuch an irkfome ffete of dependence in 
that particular ; they ffent to Spain for fheep, which in a few 
years multiplied to fuch a degree, without degenerating in any 
j^rceptiblc manner, that in 1763, the Swediih manufa6hirea 
I i^ employed 

/■ ' ' ' ■ , 
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and metals. Fairs might be eftablifhed at Sables^ 
and in other towns of the Vendue, which would 
foon become noted from the concourfe of fb-p 
l-cigners of different nations j for it is clear that 
the Spaniards ought not to be the only nation ad-i 
mitted into the ports of the Vendee ; the 
Dutch and other allies of the Gpyernment (hoyld 
Ihare equally in the fame advantages. 

employed ibrty-five. thouiand perfons. From foch an example 
of fuccefs ia a f ountry like Sweden, U may be prefumed that 
the French government will ncgleft nothing to procure foij 
France, and particularly for the Vendue, iiick great advan- 
tages, and augment thi^ fmaller number of thofe valuably aav. 
^pals, for wbicbw? ai:^ %h:e?^^dyi9dc|?t^<il%ijts^t^9alc^a5^ 
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C HA P T ER XT, 



6EC0NDARY MEANS OF RE-ESTABLISHMENT, 

1 have juft pointed out the principal nieans by 
which the Vendue may be re-eftabli(hed : I ami 
firmly perfuaded, that by adopting thefe meansj^ 
this country will be placed in the moft prof- 
perous condition it ' can poffibly attain ; . and 
without; which it will never have either a moral 
or political e^ftenqe fuitable to it. Be that as it 
may, I confider . the meafures which I am about 
to propofe, as the moft effectual for the refto^ 
ration of that country. Thefe meafures have 
almoft all, according to the meafures which I 
have pointed out, the. ineftinlable advantage of 
bringing.no expences with them, nor any ad** 
vances ; and if the poverty of the public treafure 
ferves as a pretence for delaying the execution of 

the 
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the principal parts of this plan, the fame mo- 
tive will not militate againft thofe which t (halt 
now unfold. 

In general, agriculture is very much neglefted 
among the Vendeans ; the deftruftive fyftem of 
fallow lands is become a real fcourge to that 
country. Out of two hundred and fixty acres 
of lapd, the huibandman fcarcely fows a hundred 
each year. This general negleft is owing to 
three principal caufes : firft, to the want of ex- 
port3 ; fccondly, to the difficulty of .conveyance ; 
thirdly, to the weight of tax^s*, which fcarcely 

leaves 



* The Vead^e !s fo d^fti^ite of moneyi and poifeflb fa 
few openings to trade, that the colledion of taxes in fpecie will 
always meet with difficulties. There is no doubt but that a 
tax in kind, adopted with fome reilriftions, would be more ad- 
vantageous to thiit part of the country. For fuch a tax no- 
thing but labour is required. At the time of the difcuffion 
reffc^i^g taxes in kind, it was too (lightly aflertfed and beleived, 
that this fyilem, had never been followed in Europe. In the 
feventh century there was no other known in Germany, and 
even in France, nor was it obferved tiiat the farmers were 
more iftthappy on that tccopnt. Throughout iHmoft every king- 
dom j^ Jndia, tjie t^esi are paid hy jiibpuf, pr in kind, and 
thcp?i|rc fewer popr ii^that qMartc? gf the glob^ than in Eu- 

v-opc . 
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leaves the hulbandman the coiiimoii neceflaries 
of life, and confequcntly prevciits him from at* 
tempting arty kind of fpeculation. I may add to 
thefe confiderations, that the kirid of barley known 
by the name of Bailtarge (Hordeum Dijiicbon) which 
the neighbouring diftrifts cultivate with fo much 
advantage, are by no means fuitable to the light 
and fandy foil of the Vendue, and that confe- 
qucntly, it cannot derive any advantage from 

rope. The Chinefc know no other tribute, and are profpc 
rous^ This tax is laid on According to the quality oi the foil, 
from a twelfth to a thirtieth part of the produoe. Oj^e pare 
of it is employed for the maintenance of the troops and the 
magillrates, and the other Is placed in w;u-ehoufe$ for the 
public neceifitiesin times of fearcity. 

Invariable good order prevents abufed, and for ages this 
tax has nev^ been increafed. There is no doubt, that to their 
religious adherence to this {y&sm the Chinefe are indebted 
for that fplendour, which has raifed them to the iirft rank 
among civilized nations ; if this flourifhliig empire has ex- 
illed with reputation for fo tiiany centuries, it is bec^ufe the 
taxes in kind have preveiited its p^afailts fronii oppr^ffioii: 
the ftate only requires a proportion of what they raife y it 
ihares with them the vicii&tudes of times and feafons, be- 
comes rich or poor with the people, and the mercilefs hand 
of a financier never feizes upon the fubfiftence of a family, 
or makes it pay the produce of a harvell which it has not 
reaped. 

that 
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that valuable lefburce. It is trUe that the 
fanners might replace the cultivation of thei 
BalUarge by that of other grain, no lefs ufeful 
and profitable; but the date of diflrefs into 
which they are funk^ puts a flop to every ex- 
ertion; beiides, the Vendeans, invincibly at- 
tached to the cufloms of their fathers, are from 
character hoftile to all innovation. It is necefiary 
then for Government to begin firft with combating 
that fpirit of routine, which in the Vendue is the 
greatcft enemy to agriculture. The bcft- means 
of fucceeding afe, doubtlefi, example and emu- 
lation. The colony which I have propofed cait 
alone [^oduce this emulation, and do away thd 
evil of fallow lands. The AKatian would carry 
with him into the Vendue the culture of the 
Tape feed, the Limouiin that of potatoes, the 
Breton that of buck-wheat ; each would tranfport 
with him the fpecies of induftry moft appropriate? 
to his province ; the native of F^ranche-Cbmpt^ 
would teach the Vendean to put his milk to profit^ 
and make chebfe after the manner of his country i 
the Norman would open a new branch of com- 
merce, by making excellent cyder of the apples 
with which the country abounds, and from which 
to the prefent day no benefit has been derived* ; 

* A landed proprietar of mjr acquaintance , fame time ago 

made 
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ihe native of Flanders might teaeh ^ him to cul-^ 
tivate hops and fubftitute . beer for wine, which 
nature has denied to the greater part of the 
country ; in (hort the concurrence of fo ih^ny. 
different hufbandmen would excite to induftry 
and thQ love of gaiii; would raife the value of 
produce four-fold by the adivity given to triide 
and agriculture, and^ awakening emulation and 
the moft adive paffions of the human hearty would 
roufe Vendean induftjry from the apathy into 
which it is plungedi 

1 hav6 already fpoken of thd cultivation of 
rape feed, buck-wheat^ and potatoes. If I have 
given the preference to thefe prod u6t ions above 
every other, it is from the perfuafion that they 
Bxc the inoft fitted to fucceed in the Vendue** 

made this experiment with complete fucccfs ; from tweltre 
bufliels bf apples he obtained fixty bottles of cyder of gborf 
i^Uality and well tailed. 

, * i think, however, that the groimd piftachio-riut, (arrachu 
Hyfogea) fo well known in the kingdom of Valentia, might 
here be cultivated with fuccefs. This plant requii'es a light 
and fandy foil^ like that of the Vendee : itd advaht^ge^ ard 
known ; the oil extra6ted from it is almefl as good as the oil 
, of olivet, a pound of feed prcklucing a pund of oil : a 
handful of this feed will fow four fquare toifes, and ten perches 
of land! will produce twelve hundred plants* 

X k thofe 
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thofe three (eem deftined by nature to prosper iri 
the light and fandy foil of that country. The 
firft oilers many advantages: its leaf will be of 
ufe in fattening cattle* and its oil for the con^ 
fumption of the country^ 

I (hall further ob^e that it only fequtf^ one 
tx)und of Iced to fow twenty-four totfes for folty- 
et^ fquare metres), which renders its cultivation 
cheap* The fecond often fuppUes Britanny during a 
fcarcity of rye; it makes excellent fodder for cows^ 
and is of uie in faRenii^ poultry y the advan- 
tages of the third am too well known to make 
it neoeilary for me to point them out, I ihaU 
remark only, that the potaftoe is die mofl ufefiil 
{>roduAiQn of Europe^ and that it is the real 
bread tree of the ancient continent. 

« 
Befides the means which I have jufl: pointed 
out, Government ought to turn its attention to 
the cultivation of the chefnut tree. It appears 
that fonneriy the whole country comprifed be- 
tween the Thou^ and the Loire, was covered with 
thefe very ufeful trees^ Ahnofl: all the wood work of 
Ac «ncienc buikEags in tbofe cowutries, k compofed 
of beams and rafters of dle(hiut, although at this day 
but very few trees of this fort are found in thole 

diftridts. 
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diftridts. Its culture is fo much negled^ed^ that 
I am perfuaded, in two centuries hence there 
will be none left in the Vendue. New plan- 
tations then ought to be immediately made ; and 
if the Government will give but even flight en* 
couragemefnt, I awn convinced that the proprietors 
will engage in them with fucceB* 

The cukure of the white mulberry tree would 
likewiie afford great advantages, and would open 
in the Vendue, a new branch of commerce. The 
few trees of that fpecies which fome friends 
to agriculture have endeavoured to naturalife, 
have compleatly fucceeded; I, neverthciefs, beUevc 
that the bcft plan for flocking the Vendee, would 
be to graft them upon quinces, wild pear, elm, 
poplar, and a few other indigenous trees, and 
I have no doubt, but that they would prolper in 
^ very (hort time. 

Endeavours fhould atfo be ufed to, procure 
from the Spaniards, iq exchaage for the produc- 
tions which tfaey^ buy, ftmae of thofe fine mats 
which they breed. It would prove an invaluable 
benefit to the Vend4e> The sams would cxo& 
the prefent breed, and i am pcrfiiaded^ that in 
Wenty years the wool of that country would 
Kka . ^ ctot 
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not yield in quality, nor in value, to tke fineft 
Jlnglilh wools*. 

The means which I have hitherto pointed out^ 
only tend to revive agriculture and commerce. 
But all tjie fuccefs which they are capable of* 
producing, will be looked for in vain, if unani^ 
mity and aftivity do notprefide over the execution.^ 
Whatever zeal magiflrates may have for the en- 
couragement of agriculture, their effo^lis are g&- 
peijally unfiiccefsful. Thie multiplicity of theiy 
pther labours is always iiyuriqus to th^t branch 
pf their adminif^ation ^ op tl^e other hand, the 
n^ceffity they. are fometimes under of executing 
rigorous laws, dq>rive tlietn pf t|;^at degree of con- 
fidence, without which it is iiiipofEble to ob|- 
^ai^ gr?^ f^ccpfs. Thrpyghput the^ whole pP 

• ^ There arc in Pokou, (accordiog to. M* Buf^n) fbeeg' 

y^hich feem to be of a foreign breeds and which are larger, 

ilronger, and better covered yj/ith wopi, than thofe of ^e ^om-^^ 

mon race ; the ewes alfo breed better, and oiten bring forth. 

two lambs at a time, or two lambs in a year. Bujw^s Natartih 

B^^^i Vol. 6, page » jo, J^mis EMn^ 1 76^5. 

« 
If thefe flieep were crofled by Spanlfh rams, I have no, 

(loubt but that in a given time the Vtodec wo^ld; have as^ 

line iheep as are. now ia Eagbnci 



I 
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the Vendue, the people are accuftbijied to con- 
found the law with its inftrument^, and to con^ 
fider the aiTeflbr of the taxes as the author of 
them : they a^fq fear their magiftrates more than 
they love them ; the proteftor is loft in their 
eyes, while they only view hin^ as the governor. 
The ancients and ntpderns hav^ all been fe^fible, 
that to render agriculture flourifhing, k is ne^ 
ceflary to give it immediate protedtors,. Xeno- 
phon informs us in bis Cyropedia, that what ren- 
dered the kingdom of Perfia fo flouri(hing was 
the inftitution of fuperintendants or infpeftora, 
known by the names of the prhice^s eyes and ears. 
No one is ignorant that if Charlemagne had 
not inftituted pfficers, known by the name of 
mij^ domimcfj he would not have been able to 
reprefs the nun^erous abufes of which the pea- 
,fantry were the viftims, and have given his reign 
.that immortal luftre which rendered it the moft 
flourifhing sera of the French Empire, 

From what I have juft ftated, then, I fhouH 

• ^onfider the inftitution of new commiflaries, under 

the riame of Promoters of the Arts and of A^icui- 

furey as very ufeful to France. Thefe men, who 

fhould have no coercive authority vcfted in them. 
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andwhofe only arms (hould be a dircft correA 
pondence with the minifler, and the refped at^ 
tached to their virtues and talents, might effefk 
the greateft gfkxi without being able in any 
cafe to do harm. As advocates of the unfortu- 
nate hufbandmen, they would find no difEculty 
in gaining their confidence; it is to them that 
they would repair to make thofe fecret com- 
plaints againft the feverity, and frequently the 
injuftice of treafury law fuits, the inequality oC 
the aifeffments, the fcantinefs of their harvefVs^ 
the ftagnation of trade, and fo many other in- 
coHveoiencies attached to their condition. Freed 
from the troublefome and e:!Cpeniive formalities 
of petitions, certaiin oi addreffing themfelves to 
inen honoured with the confidence of Govern- 
ment, who would forwaid in a direft manner 
the complaints they might deem well founded,, 
they would no longer fiorm thofe fecret cabals„ 
thofe private confpiracies, and give themfelves up 
to every fpecies of difcontent, the effe^s of which 
are to four them agakifl: a government from which 
they, think they cannot obtain juftice, to make 
them liften to thei inlinuations of the ill-difpofed ;. 
and, in ihort, to produce thofe terrible exploiion^ 
whi^ have fo pit^ endangered the exigence of 
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the republic, I (hall certainly ^ be anfv^erri that 
the councils of the ArrmdiJJemens^zcid the mayors* 
Efficiently anfwef the purpofe of the inftitution 
which I propof^ Whoever knows the hirnian 
heart will not requuie mc to wafte time in re-^ 
futing this objeftion^ 

According to the fixtH axiooi which 1 hai^e 
laid down, Government ought always to grant 
fbme aid to thoCe places where the receipts are 
in arrears s now, I will maintain that there are 
few departments in France, where' the recovery 
of taxes is more dif&:uk than in die Vend^ ; 
it is, therefore, more immediately Decenary for 
Government to give it affiftance. The caufe of 
the difficulty found in the coUedikion, is not to 
be attributed to the unwillingnefs of the affeffed 3 
k can only be imputed to the fcardty, or rather 
the aimoft total di^)pearaiict oS (peck. I 
would thcrefiare recommeod to government tq 
make part of its {Hirchafes in that country. It 
is always in want of iUres for its depots, foo(i 
and clokfaing for its m>Qps t woolens* cloth^ 
cattle, and other prod4«9:tcms gf the country, pur<» 
ciiafed by its agents, would conAandy difpedib 
coiifiderabie fums, the greateft part of which* after 
circQlatton> would revert to the national treafuiy^ 

The 
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The refidue would ferve for the reftoration of 
agriculture, by giving to the huibandman the 
means of making the neceffary advances ; for one 
of the ptejudices which is moft injurious to it^ 
and which, unfortunately^ is radical in the greateffi 
part of Europe, is that of hands alone being 
neceffary for the cultivation of the land ; the ex- 
perience of every age which has preceded us, 
lerves to prove that the eanh returns in propor-* 
tion only to what is given it, and that a great 
harveft fuppofes a great previous expence. 

iThe kft remedy which I fhall propofe to Go-' 
vernment appears to mlb to combine great ad^ 
vantages, and might be ufcfuUy employed through-^ 
out the whole republic-^ 

There exifts, in ainloft every great towny at* 
infinite number of charitable eftablifhmcnts, knownt 
by the name of holpitals, houfes of correftion,r 
&c. Let me afk whether it would not be better 
to renaove thefe eftablifliments into the coun- 
try, than to pen them up in populotis cities ? 
The price of commodites, higher always ick . 
large towns than in the countr)^ often reduces 
to the moft abfolute want fuch eftaWiflimentSy 
which every where elfe would be comfortable 

and 
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and flourifliing. I would therefore recommend 
it to Government to remove^ into, the Vendue 
the numerous hofpitals of Anglers, Nantes, Niojrt, 
and other furrounding towns*.., Burdenfome for, 
the mofl: part in thefe towns, they would prove of 
great utility in the country from their confump- 
tion of necefiaries of every. jj;.!nd; and for the 
maintenance of thefe holpitals, ruinous grants or 
other extraordinary means would be no longer 
wanted. A fpring^ which rifes out of a high 
ground, fertilizes the country around it, and waters^ 
in a thoufand different diredions i fituated in a flat 
ground, it becomes a marfh, the peftilential va- 
pours of which corrupt all around it. It is ab- 
fqrd then to place thefe kinds of eftablifliments 
in the centre of tonfuraption, inftead of fixing; 
them at the fources of produce- - 

f 

Were thefe meafures to be adopted, we ftiould 
fee the Vendue, now covered with ruins and afhes, 
foon change its appearance and put on a flou- 
riftiing afpedtj inftead of thofe fecret murmurs 

* There exifls in the Vendee a great number of convents, 
which Government might purchafe at a low rate, having been 
fold for very moderate fums, and where they might remove 
the above-mentioned hofpitals. 

L 1 and 
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and fupprefled ^mottons, fad effefts of ixufery 
and deipair, nothing w31 ht hes&rd but fongs of 
joy, die aiTeftlng tokens of general content and 
happinefs. Peace for ever eftablifhed, inftrodion 
fpreading *wirh rapidity, i^icukure Qovnihing, 
induflry freed from its (hackles, elcpoitation nude 
practicable by main roads, commerce facilitated 
by intenor and exterior navigation, the money 
of foreigners flowing through a thoufimd diffeieni: 
channels, and even Ipreading iifto the neighbouring 
departments : fuch are the effects that would Ibl^ 
low the execution of the plan*. What a cheering 
and delightful profpeft for a trueeitiaen I what an 
iUuftrious and brilliant career would be t>pened to 
the Government ! i^diat bitter reeotie6tions efikoed I 
what a coqtrafl between tbefe ferene days, and 
the ever execrable sera of the reign of anarchy I 
l^efpedted abroad, tranc|uil at home, France happy 
and triumphant would prdent to the bdiok^er^ 
theiniage'ofa fortunate ifle, againft whofe peaoe&d 
fliores the angry waves fpend their fury iii vain. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER Xn. 



CONCLUSION. 



1 have now goiie through the Various branches cf 
this work, and draw tit&r the end of that Jtafk, 
which my feeble talents profcribed mt. In my firft 
chapter, 1 attempted to traCe the origin ahd defcribc 
the manners of the Vendedhs; the fecond chapter has 
been devoted to the topographical defcriptiott of thfe 
Vendue, its population, and its trade before the war. 
Many critics may attempt to refute ^vhat I have 
advanced on the fubjeft of the population, by 
quoting the accounts made out by the order ^ 
of Government. I have feen thefe ftatements, 
and have not followed them, becaufe I was con- 
vinced of their fallacy. 

With 
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With relpeft to what relates . to commerce, I 
confefs that I was obliged to found my obferva^ 
tions on general views j I was obliged to draw 
the mean proponion between the exports of large 
and fmali communes, and content myfelf with 
fuch local information as I could procure : I caa 

. affirm, moreover, that far from exaggerating their 
produce, I have taken care to eftimate them at 
the loweft average. Chapters 3f 4, 5, 6, and 7,, 
contain an hiftorical Iketch of the Vendean war. 
If I have fometimes enlarged upon this £ubjefl:> 
I confefs I could not refill the fecret impulfe which 
hurried me on. Had I. been writing the hiftoiy 
of a foreign country, I (hould perhaps have fol- 
lowed the ordinary routine of hiftorians, and .been 

.the cold narrator of events.. But in a civil war 
whiph had nearly effeftcd the ruin of my country, 
of which i was a witnefs,. and which . coft fo 
many Frenchmen their lives, it was impoffible 
for njeto reftrain my pen,, or my indignation at 
the various crimes which fullied the condudt of 

both parties. 

The reader will alfo be fehjible, that an hiT- 
torical eflay may differ from hiftory ; that within 
the narrow limits which. I prefcribed myfelf, I 
was able neither to point out aU the caufes, nor 

enlarge 
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•enlarge upon all the events. Further, if the 
impartiality which ought to prevail in a work 
of this kind, obliged me in fome meafure to do 
juftice to the valour and military ^talents of the 
infurgents, I have never failed to lament the fatal 
blindnefs which led the Vendue on to its ruin. 

Chapter VIII. contains fome paniculars ref- 
peding the interior govet"nment of the Vendee^ 
during the war, and the moft celebrated gene^ 
rals on both fides. 

Chapter IX. treats of the ftate of commerce 
and ^agriculture in the Vendue fince the ivar. I 
am not afraid of being taxed with exaggeration 
in the pifture whiqh I have drawn of its pirefent 
fituation. I was obliged^ to mention in the fame 
chapter, the efforts which the Government con- 
ftantly made for the reftoration' of the welfare 
of that unfortunate country, and to ftiow that 
thefe have ' hitherto proved infufficient. It re- 
mained for me to point out the means of at- 
taining that end, which I have ventured to at- 
tempt to do in the preceding chapters IX. and 
X. To fupport the fyftem of reftoration 
which I have propofed, I thought it right to 
ground it upon principles which I confider ^s 

political 
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political axioms. All the means which I have 
propofcd are merely corollaries or confequencesy 
which i think ought to enfure than fome 
fucccfi. 

I leave it for the jrcader to determine whether 
I have accompliflied the talk which I. have pro- 
pofed to myfelf. I feel, moreover, that the fub- 
jeft which I have been treating is one of the 
.moil interefting pofiiblc to the hearts of French- 
men: What pains me is, that my abilities are 
too weak to exprefs all the importance of the 
fubjed. 

Governors ! O. ye whofe eyes are conftantly 
fixed upon the exiftence and profperity of thirty 
millions of men, remember always, that by 
your fituations^ you are like the ever watchful 
eye of providence, and that nothing without 
ypw can receive motion and life ! The wretched 
Vendee looks up to you fcx its new exiftence. 
Buried under the wejght of its ruinft and afhes, 
it feds that by your means only it can be reftored 
to happinels. Alas ! to give fome ray^ of hope 
to that cjefolace land, you have only to feel the 
defire of doing fo, fince you have all the means 
and all the inilruments in your own hands, fit 

to 
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to begin the work. Shut j^our ears againfl: 
thofe who would wifli to perfuade you that 
the Vendeans may again prove ungrateful children! 
Be affured that the return of general happinels 
will entirely fill up the precipice which defpair 
had deepened, and that the inhabitants of the 
Vendue, henceforth faithful to the voice of their 
conimon country, will employ only againfl; our 
foreign enemies, that fpirited valour which (ig- 
nalized their actions but too fatally in the courle 
of our civil wars. 



NOTES 



N O T E S. 



No. I. 



X HE firft official news which the Convention received 
of the infarreftion in the Vendue, in 1793, cached it 
on the 15th of March: Citizen Niou, the commiffary 
of Government, wrote from Saint Hermand in the fol- 
lowing terms: 

** Citizens, 

** By the refoiutions which we addreflfed to you, on the 
13th of this month, you maft have perceived the de- 
plorable ftate of the Lower Loire. A dreadful infurre£lion 
occafions the greateft devaftation in that country. The 
bridges on the road from Nantes are broken down. 
There was a very fharp engagement this morning be- 
tween the national guards of Fontenay and the rebels. 
Unfortunately the former were repulfed with lofa ; the 
town of Chantonnay is taken and laid wafte. General 
Marce is juft arrived at St. Hermand with twelve hundred 
M m men 
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men from Rochfort and Rochelle, and itti mediately fet 
out with feven hundred men and three pieces of cannon 
to defend the bridge at Charron, which the enemy wanted 
to break down. At my requeft, Ave hundred men are 
juft arrived from Niort ; I expedl as many from Ro- 
chelle and Rochfort. We cannot, in fafl, aflemble too 
many troops. The infurgents are compofed of feveral 
bodies ^ that which attacked my troops this morning, con- 
fifted of about three thoufand men. They are com- 
manded by cxpcricftced leaders ; and their manoeuvres are 
more (kilful than could be expeded." 

On the fame day (the i8th of March) the minifter at 
' war tranimitted to the Convention, the particulars relative 
(to the infurrediony which he had received from general 
Vcrteiul. 



No. II. 



The terror of the towns ncareft the place of infur- 
reflion, camiot be defcribed. An idea may be formed 
of it by the letter which the adminiftrators of the Lower 
lioire wrote on the nth of March^ ^193* ^<> ^^^ neigh- 
bouif ng departments. 

^* Biethren and friends, fly to our afliftance! our de« 
pattment is in flames : a general infurredion has juft bro- 
ken out i theakirm bell. is every where founding ; the in- 
furgents pillaging, affidfinating; and burning every thing. 

The 
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The patriots, few in number, are every where falling fa-, 
orifices to the fury and fanaticifm of the infurgems. If 
you have any troops to lend us,, or means of defence to, 
9ffift us With; if you have foldiers, men, or weapons^iend 
Xhcai, to us ; nevcir were thpy more wanted*'* 



No. in. 



The followrng is the official report which the repre-* 
fentatives of the people, accompanying the army of the 
coafts of Rochelle, fent to the National Convention, reC- 
pecSing the battle of Fontenay ; 

Niort, May 26th lygj- 

*' In the fituation wfe are in, citizen, colleagues we, 

think it our duty to inform you officially of the check 

^ which we yeftcrday experienced at Fontenay, and of 

the attack with which we are threatened from the 

tebels. 

** Laft Friday (the 24th) we had met, to the number 
of fevcUj at Fohtenay-le-Peup!e to concert our operations ; 
we were informed that on the evening before, fymptoms 
of difcontent had been, oWerved in th^ array of la.Char 
teigneraie, clbmmanded by general Chalbos. We con^ 
ccived that the ^prefence of the reprefentatives of the 
people migl^t he ufeful in that army ;. in confequence 

o£ 
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<if wfajdi, three of our body went there in the oioming 
with general D*Ayet ; they found tranquillity reftored, 
and the fiinie evening returned to Fontenay, Bat juil 
after dieir departure, about fix in the evening, general 
Chalboi was informed diat the rebels were making pre- 
parations to attack him in La Chateigneraie, where it 
was impoffible for him to hold oat» becaufe that town anil 
its environs had been laid wade by the infurgents. He 
then thought it prudent to fall back upon Fontenay» 
which be c£k6ked daring the night, in good order, and 
by the advice of his council of war ; by five in the 
morning all his army had arrived at Fontenay. At about 
half pad twelve at noon, information was received, that 
the rebels were making their appearaace in the fame plaia 
where they had been fo compleatly defeated on the i6th. 
In an inftant the generale was beat, and fhortly after the 
army drew up in fight of an immenfe number of rebels, 
formed in three colenuis. The Utter had no artillery, but 
they advanced upon us with the greateft intrepidity ; 
the engagement became extremely hot ; the chafleors of 
la Gironde kept up a terrible fire ; every volunteer of the 
free company of Thouloufe and of Hernaalt fought va-^ 
liantly, like heroes, and with fome other batalions, ani- 
mated by the representatives of the people prefent at the 
adion, were already making an impreffion on the rebel 
columns, when the brave Chalbos ordered the gendarmerU 
to charge, in order to cut them to pieces.. It woukl have 
been all over with thofe hordes of plunderers, if the gc- 
nerars order had been executed ; but fliameful to fay it ! 
five gendarmes alone advanced ^ the reft, fi-ightened by the 

' flight 
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tftght of a few cowards, feli back, and ran away at. fall 
fpeed, trampling our ihfantry, which ftood in their .way, 
under foot. At length the in&ntry finding itfelf aban- 
doned by the cavalry, and being overpowered by num- 
bers, was itfelf thrown into diforder, and in a ftiort tinie 
the rout was compl^t : our army, difperfed by t^e re))el5, 
• was purfued on the road from Fontenay to Niort, where 
general D'Ayet . and brigadier Nouviou, having rallied 
twenty- five gendarmes] only, charged two hundred men 
of the enemy's cavalry, and made them fell back. By this 
means they prote£ted the retreat of part of the infantry 
into Niort." 

I muft obferve that this report is one of the mod faithful 
which was prcfented to the convention ; all the faSs are 
exadlly dated : thpfe who drew it up were aftually on 
the fpot, at the head of the republican columns. 



No. IV. 



It was aflerted at that time, that the infurgents pro- 
cured their powder and ammunition from England, and that 
they* were paid by that power. But thefe periods have 
been confounded; in the fecond year of the war, they 
did receive affiftance from the Englifh government, but 
until the paflage of the Loire, they always relied uppn their 
own (Irength, and had no other arms or ampiunition than 
jvhat they could take from the republicans. To convince 

the 



the reader of what I aflettt I ib^Il here f^vc an extraSfc 
of a letter from citizen Brufl^, a commUIary fent inta 
the rd>el departments, Tbil letter was read at the .Utting 
of the commnne of Farii, on the 17th oCMaj. Al- 
though the author may be accufed of ibme ijiaccuracies, 
and.fome falfe ftatemeotSy ' it does do the lefs credit ta 
the difcernment of citizen BruQe. « 

*< The rebels (fays he) occupy, at this moment, part 
of the territory of fix djepartnjcnts : -r- The central point is 
at Chcmiiie, Mortaigne, and Choljet.— ^They have col- . 
lefled in thefe places their referves of provif^ons, which, 
confift principally in herds of oxen, which are permitted 
to feed in the meadows. The number of i:ebels cannot 
be afcertained ; it is almoft equal to the popalation of 
thefe countries, for they compel every body to march. 
Their armies confift of from twenty to twenty-five thou-» 
fand men ; (Citizen Brufle fhould have faid from thirty 
to forty thoufand men); they are armed with fowling 
pieces, having neither (\^ord8 nor bayonets. They have 
no mufkets, but what they have taken from the patriots ;. 
the greater part of them are armed with pitchforks,, 
fpits, and fticks; they have about thirty field pieces, but 
no large artillery. They are often without powder. 
The brigands have no fort of military organization ; they 
have neither regiments, different ranks of officers, nor 
plans of compaigns (this laft aflertion is incorred;j ; they 
march in columns of three or four men deep, led on by 
one of the chiefs, who alone knows the objeft of themarch. 
When they fight, they conceal thepifelves in buflies i 

(th^ 
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(the greateft part of the battles which thfcy have fought, 
were in the open fields and not under cover) four or five 
men appear id different directions, flipping along the fides 
of hedges and ditches, trying to get as near as poffible, 
without perceiving any order of battle, and fliouting like 
favages ; after that they extend to right and left to fur*- 
round our troops, &c. 



No. V. 

^ The viAory of Saumur, and the taking pf Angers, . 
carried terror into the capital and the provinces to fuch 
a pitch, that it is hardly to be defcribed. The following 
is the manner in which the deputies from the city of 
Nantes, exprefied themfelves at the bar of the conven- 
tion on the 22d of June : 

" Citizen Reprefentatives, how long will you fuffer yonr*^ 
felves to be deceived with refpeft to the fituation of the 
departments of the weft. — Nantes is on the eve of ruin : 
— Ordinary mdafures will no longer avail. The alarum 
bell of liberty muft be rung throughout the whole re« 
public ; all France muft rife to crufti the rebels. Without 
this extraordinary meafure all is loft ; this torrent will 
fweep you away in its rapid courfe.— 'We (hall foon 
have no other alternative but to mingle our blood with 
our brethren and children, and to die in the moft 
hornble agonies of defpair." 

A deputy 
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A depnty immediately converted . the requeft of the 
inhabitants of Nantes into a motion ; another went far* 
ther» and niovcd» that thehour ihould be fixed, in which 
a general alarm fhould be founded throughout the re- 
public Fear bad magnified the danger to every eye, 
and France never thought herfelf fo near her ruin. 



No. VI. 

It appears that fevcral members of the government 
were not without anxious fears refpeding the march 
of the Vendean army, and that they were even appre^ 
henfive for the capital. The following is the manner 
in which a member of the Committee of Public Safety 
expreffed himfelf, in the fitting of the convention of 
die 7th May/ 1793. 

^ Care mud be taken to fabricate arms of every fort, 
in order to put Paris in a refpeSable ftate of defence, 
for the view of the enemy is to deftroy this city. Forges 
muft be put up in . all the fquares, in order to increafe 
the energy of the citizens, by the fight of new means 
of defence*'* 



No. VII. 

It was aflerted at the time, that the Committee of 
Public Safety had never been acquainted with the real 

truth, 
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Ijmth, refpeAing thedifturbances and battles in the Vendue : 
there is nothing more plainly proved. The dommif- 
faries of Government in general^ ftationed aboat twenty 
leagues from the field of battle, were forced to rely upon 
the accounts of certain prejudiced or badly informed 
agents; their fiilfehoods, iafisrted in the official report^, 
were circulated throughout all Europe, and held out to 
every readlj^r as authentically true; whilil eye witnefles of 
the fads (hrugged up their fhoulders on reading thefe 
ftrangc rhapfodies, and inwardly grieved to fee the Go»- 
vemmenty thus deceived, take wrong meafuresi diasiietti^ 
cally oppoiite to its real interefts. 



No, VIII. 



I have already obferved^ that the convention had been 
eonftantly deceived by the official reports tranfmitted 
by its agents. If an unanfwei^ble proof of this fad be 
required, it will he found in the report which was addrcflbd 
to the Gx>vemment, and read to the convention m its 
fitting of the a7th of Auguft, 1793. 

** We have frefli fucccffes to report to you ; the rebels 
are diforganifed, the remains of their army are flying 
before our republican generals; prefled hard by famine, 
they kill one another £ar a piece of bread. A meflfengef, 
arrived this indant from Saumur, announces the capr 
tare of aU die tnfur^nts' ammunition,-— ft is a fa£l, that 
we have not above fix thouiand determined men to aft 
N n againfl. 



againft. Aathenttc reports confirm all thefe hStSy and/ 
yoa may rely upon them. All that now remains, is to 
rife and crufli at once thefe brigands.*' 

When it is confidered that thefe rebels, defcribed as 
hard puflied by fiimine, and reduced to a fmall num- 
ber, made head, in a month after, againft three re- 
publican armies, that they even beat them in feveral 
engagements, one cannot help beipg aftoniflied at the 
extreme aflurance of this babler. He was doubtlefs de- 
ceived himfelf by fiilfe reports ; it is more candid to 
think fo, than to believe that he wiihed to impofe fb 
bare&cedly upon the convention. 



No. IX. 

How could the Government be made properly ac- 
quainted with the caufes and events of the war in the 
Vendue, when thofe very men in whom it placed the 
greateft confidence, were moft earned to deceive it ? A 
noted reprefentative of the people expreffed himfelf ia 
the following manner on this fubje£t, in the fitting of 
the Jacobins of the . nth of September. 

•'This army of the Vendee, about which there is 
fttch a noife, is nothing but a colle&ion of hogs*, of 

^ This reminds one of £d]ium4 Borkt'a twiniih nudtKnde.— JT^iv 
of the Traiulutor^ 

people 



people who have not even a human form, and of lawyers.** 
It IS curious enough to fee attornies here confounded with 
a herd of fwine and monilers, and held up in fome mea«* 
fure as the leaders of the Vendue : This comparifon is fo 
much the more bitter, and unfeafonable a fatire, as its 
author, to the heft of my lecolicfkion, was a lawyer 
under the ancient government. 



No. X. 



It appears that after the engagement at Chantonnay, 
General Tunck had quitted his krmy for feveral days ; 
the official reports which were read at the fitting of the 
convention, of the loth of September, all agree upoa, 
this point. Thefe fame reports ftated the Vendean army, 
at thirty thoufand men. On the fame day, a letter was 
read from a reprefentative, dating in fubftance,. that all 
the citizens were rifing in mafs, whilft the army of 
Mentz, joined to another of a 100,000 men was making > 
preparations to extirminate the fugitives. In eight days 
hence, added he, France may be fure of viftory ; but 
the fuccefs of thefe great meafures, did not anfwer the 
expe£tation that had been formed of them. 

No. XI. . 

We have feen from the report inferted in the Note, 
No. VIII. that the rebels of the Vendee, were flated at 
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tbottfand men at moft : the convention mufi have been 
Very much furprifed in its fitting of the i6th of Septem- 
ber, to bear a letter read from a general in chief of the 
republican army, dated from Saiimur, the I4tk of the 
fame month, which dated that the Infiirgcnts had aflem- 
bled three armies. Such a manifeft contradidion ought, 
to have thoroughly opened its eyes with refpe£k to its agents i 
if it was deceived, it may fafely be faid, that it wifhed 
to be fo. 



No. xn. 



On the 25tli of September, 1793, one of the pri»- 
cipal members of the Committee of Public Safety ad^ 
drefied the convention in the following terms : 

•* The rcquifirions have produced in the Vendue, 9 
fabulous army, which poflerity will hardly give credit 
to ; it confifts of four hundred thoufand men, and was 
formed in four and twenty hours.** We fliall Toon fee, 
that this forniidablc army did not anfwer the high ex- 
pe&tions which were formed of it. The fixteen thou- 
fand brave iellows of the army of Mcntz, were more 
terrible to the Vendee than all that undifciplined rab- 
ble ; in (hort, we may very properly apply the following 
line of Horace : 

'*^ I^rturiont montesy nafcitar ridiculus mns. 

No. xirr. 
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No. XIIL 

The greateft part of our coffee-houfe politicians have 
widely difagrced with rcfpe<a to the motives which 
they aflign to the Vendean chiefis for the part they 
have feverally taken^ in this infurreflion. Some af- 
fertedy that their only aim was to reilore monarchy ; others 
went further, and aflured us that their intention was to 
deliver up their provinces to the Engliih, and, confequently, 
to become Engliflimen, Thfey might have faved them* 
felves fo many ufelefs fuppofitions, if they had given them- 
felves the trouble to read the propofals made in the name 
of the peopl^ of the Vendee to the republican authori- 
ties, by Gaudin Perrias, chief of the divifion of St. Ste- . 
phcn de Nontluc, dated the 14th of March. Thefe pro- 
pofals were read in the fitting of the convention of the 
23d of the fame month, and contained, in fubftance, that 
there fhould be no more drawing for the militia ; that 
120 horfes fhould be taken from the farmers, except with 
their confent, and on being p^d for them ; that the 
taxes ihould be laid on with juftice, and in equal pro- 
portions ; that the diredories fhould never attempt to 
violate the|^Iiberty of the citizens, by fending againfl. them 
an armed force, which ought only to march by order 
of the tribunals and juftices of the peace; that the free- 
dom of worfhip ihould be maintained ; that every minifter 
ftiould enjoy that tranquillity which the laiv ought to 

protect 
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protcd him in ; that the churches (hould be opened fisr 
the celebration of divine wor(hip ; that every perfon in 
paying his miniiler, fhould have a right to choofe 
IiiiDy &c. 

I fhall make no obfervations on the joftice or injaC* 
tke of thefe propofals. 1 (hail confine myfelf to one 
icflc(5tion only> which is, that if the paternal govern* 
snent uniler which we live at this time, had then held 
the reins of iiate, there is reafon to believe tY\aX there 
would have been no infurre&ion in the Vendee, and 
that France would not now be groaning under the cruel 
wounds, which ihe received in that fatal and terrible 
cxploiioa. 



No. XIV. 

The reprefentatives of the people wrote from ClHToiB 
to the ConventioUi on the 22d of September. 

•* You were very much impofed upon, when you were 
told the army of the rebels was reduced to fix ihoufand 
men ; they have ftill three arnties compofed of different 
corps, forming from correft information a total of a hun- 
dred thoufand men, of whom fifty thoufand are wellarme^I 
and difciplined." 

The convention, . receiving fuch diametrically oppofite 
accounts, could hardly avoid taking wrong meafures^ 

and 
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and it is beyond all dlfpute to thd ficklenefs of its agents, 
that the duration of that diiaftroas war is to be attribated. 



No. XV. . 

The convention, on fixing the 20th of Odlober, 1793, 
as the period of the termination of the civil war, ad- 
drefled the following proclamation to the foldiers pf the 
army of the weft : 

** Soldiers of liberty, the rebels of the Vendee muft 
be annihlated before the end of the month of OSober ; 
the welfare of the country requires it, the impatience of 
the French people commands it, their courage ought to 
accomplifli it, &c,'* 

It were without doubt much to have been wifhed, that 
the aim of the convention had been attained ; France 
would then have faved many thoufand citizens, and the 
Vendeans their property ; but one cannot help fmiltng 
at the idea of having undertaken to fix the precife ^e-- 
riod of the ceflation of hoftilities. 



No. XVI. 

I think it right to give here an extraft of a report 
made to the convention by one of its members, in its 
fitting of the firft of Oftober : 

♦' Citizens, 
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" Citizenst 

** The inexplicable Vendee is ftill in exiilence, and the 
cflbrts of the republicans have been hitherto inrufficient 
againft the robberies and confpiracies of thefe royalifts. 
Trifling fuccefles on the part of our generals have been 
followed by great defeats ; thrice vi&orious at faiall 
po(ls» every one of them have been conquered in a ge- 
neral attack. — The army, which fanaiicifm has named 
catboSc and royal^ appears one day inconGderable, and 
formidable the next. If it be defeated, it becomes in a 
manner invifible \ if it meet with fuccefs, it is tm- 
menfe. Panic terror, and too great confidence have aU 
ternately exaggerated the enemy's force. It is a kind of 
prodigy to fools and cowards : an inmienfe mafs, but 
not invincible for foldiers ; a chace of plunderers, 
and not a civil war for a political adminiftration. This 
ptholic army, which has long been ftated at fifteen, 
twenty, twenty-five, and thirty thouland, is now, from 
the report of the reprefentatives, eftimated at a hundred 
thoufand brigands. — Never fince the mama of the 
crufades, have we heard of fo many men voluntarily 
aflembling, as have fuddenly appeared under the banners of 
liberty, to quell at once the too much prdlonged in- 
furre£tion of the Vendee.— We have neither feen nor 
known how to take advantage, by ftriking decifive blows, 
and carrying on a war of irruption, inftead of 
making regular attacks. Panic terror, which always ir- 
retrievably ruins the largefl: armies, this panic terror has 
feized, frightened, and fcattered the whole like an empty 

vapour. 

The 
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The Venfi^c has made progrefs from the inade- 
quacy of the troops fent againft it, from the choice of 
treacherous or ignorant generals, from the cowardice of 

a few foreign battalion^ ^^9^ the infatiabie avarice of 

the adminiftrations of our armies, who fpecolate upon 
the war, and thrive on the iois of battles ; who i^cre^ff l^eir 
profits hj the misfortunes of their country ; jcoufiU^r^^i: 
the ouli^ry arrangements to prolong th^ei^ a^vantfges* 
and who enrich themfolves fay the Qaugh.t.er.^ ^eap^ jff 
the dead,-i-*-«-It is dien tawards the Vcixde^, that yoi^r 
whole attention and aii your /pares QiQ^l4 b|e d^redied ; 
it is in the Vendee that you ought to difplay the full 
force of national ith^etMofUy, aad put into aAion all 
the power and refources of the Republic. — In a word, 
ftvery VJiay ft^^ y,9» j^rike at the Vendue, jyi.ll re-echo 
to tJ>c tebdliou? towns. The Vendue, and nothing 
but the Vendue, is the political flame, wjl,ich devours 
the heart of the body politic ; it is there that you mufl: 
^fifce. With a copjpxcj^cafivo ajnd fwift glai>(;e you 
y^'il ^cpyer i,a ij^efe fe,w words all the e,vils of the 
yen45^ : Xffff ipf^y reyiefent^tives, too njiany ^ener^ls, 
tG[0 iiii;i,c^ fPPi*^ dividoiiy to,p much military divifi^on, 
too fnfiifb jyvant of ^ifcipline in the hc^ur of fuccefs, too 
m^y /^fe fccqunjl^ in tipie mrrative 9f events, too 
^ucb ayi^i^^ _i^qo fliuch love pf n^pney, andadefireto 
p^lcjng ,the wv j\n jtlxe gqac^ifiiity ,of the qommanders and 
94miniftrat9£s/' 

Tljiis doqv^co.t ^epprt ii^ jyithout difpute, the moft 

perfedti and the faqfi f^uthentic jp^^ure (except i;i a very 

,>-r O o few 
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few inftances) that ever was held up to the view of the 
convention. 

No. xvn= 

At the engagement of Chatillon^ the brave republican^ 
general Chamben being mortally wounded, exclaimed, 
" I die for my country, I am happy !" He expired in a 
few' houn after. I mnft obferve that the report which 
was fent on the 9th of OAober, to the convention, is 
incorreA in feveral of its aflertioifs. 

No. xvin. 

The following is' in extraft from the official report 
of the reprefentatives of the people, rei^edlng the ren- 
countei^at ChoUet. 

" Our troops would have entered ChoUet the fame day, 
if night had not overtaken them. They kept guard on 
the road till the morrow, when all our united columns 
advanced upon that town, before which the enemy had 
collefled all its forces, A bloody engagement took place, 
and the fire was terrible on both fides ; but the genius 

of liberty prevailed, and we were viftorious. The 

rebels attacked again the very next day ; never was 
there greater fury fhown than they exhibited on this 
attack ; never perhaps was there a more bloody battle fought : 
it laded from noon till 8 o'clock at night, when they 
were thrown into diforder on every fide." 

No- XX^. 
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No, XIX. 

The convention, conftantly deceived by falfe reports, 
at lad lofl all patience. One of the members of tbe 
Committee of Public Safety cxprefled himfelf as follows, 
in the fitting of the J5th Brua>aire, ad. year : 



'I " The dreadful day approaches, in which the 

light of truth will clear up all the myfteries of the 
Vendee : that day, in which, witlv a bold hand, we fliall 
tear off the bandadge which has hitherto- concealed 
and yet conceals all thofe diftant intrigues, all thofe 
local manceuvres, all thofe military treafons, thofe 
different fpecies of ambition in the chiefs, which have 
too long foftered this civil war. — — — ViSories 
coloyred over, half fuccefles* exaggerated, captures never 
made, fabulous narratives, all will be examined, and the 
nation will be revenged. — i -« -^ '* 



No. XX. 

The battle of Mans was too important, and .|[oo ho* 
nourable to the republican armies, to permit me as ai% 
impartial hiftorian to omit an extrad of the official 
report, which war addrefled to the national convention, 
and was read ia its fitting of the 24th Frimaire. ' 

Ooa ''Citizen 
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• ** Citizen [Colleagues/' 

** By clofcly purfmng the infernal band of biigands, 
we at lad came up with them yefierday, under the walls 
•of Mansy which they had entered the ftrgW btfot^, as 
we informed you in otxt faft lettef. Ovtr catalfy, Whictf 
had kept conftantly at tTieir, heels fince th^ir deftat at 
Anglers, ptirfued them fb clofely yeftirddy, fliat a veif 
warm action began between them and us. At firft they 
repulfed us, zt Welt tnt accoum of the fti^erioriiy of 
rheir numbers, sl$ becaufii they were adtantageoufly pofteJ 
ill front of Pont-Lieu* Eldtcd witli this fticcef^, thef 
advanced rapidly ; and Urere alfeaidy fhoMing vUlor^l when 
the gemus of Liberty decided it oth^rwife. The coluina 
df Cherbourg, commanded by geni^ral Tilly » was there ; 
Aid far from being intimidated by the retreat of thiir 
brethren in arms,- and by the boldnefs of the ^nemy who 
purfned thetn^ the feMiers of the dWiiBoti of Cherboiirg 
feil cipon the rebeb, indy after the firft fire» pSirftied ^em 
with the bayonet, p£t them -to flight,^ and killed a g^eat 

number of them It was nine o'clock at night ; a 

terrible fire of mufquetry began on both fides, every foot 
of ground in the town. was difpQted, and the battle lafted 
till two in the morning ; both fides watched each other's 
m€fti(iraL The banditti took advonta^ of th€ dafkneft to 
evacuate the town;;.,. «; Chiefs » marthidtieSes> coun<- 
tefies, prfefts ih {ilenty; cannons, cbveC^ W^ons, 
coaches/ baggage of • all Forts^ fell into our halidl «... The 
ftreets, houfes^ fwiblib placfcs and roads ^ are ftrcwcd with 
carcafes, and this maftacre has already lafted fifteen hours. 

** In 
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*^ Hf ^ w61^, Gitiz^ Gdlteagues-, thU is the ttk&AtcU 
fii^e 4ay thM: wc lliave had f^r the ten rtonths that we 

have be^tf fightii^g fh^fe brigands. M^rceeiti, the 

gerferal i^ chitef; THIy, cdnrtriiiartdiffg the*vHioli df Gher-* 
bcmrg ; art* tVcfterAiaritt, hf thtit bravery, cdrttribnteil 
greatly to the facceft dt tht d»y. The lattet had twcr 
hof fcs kilftd tiride^ hini, arid fioei^ed ^w<y Wotfttds ifl ti» 
cftgsfgement, but ^ould tiol ^tfit fcis ffoft. . . . .What is 
particularly pleafing is, that this deeifivd tictofy has ti&t 
coft the republic thirty of its defenders, and we have only 
a hflridfed W6\iti6td/* 

ti^e niay feJrly trotrdude, that thfc authors of this ac- 
count had not Cbiihfed the d^ad it\i W6und6d theMfelves, 
. Snd that they did rib't e^^ped this {fart bf theii* report to b6 
Relieved. 
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I think it proper to relate an anecdote here, which 
will juftify what I have advanced on the fubjeft of the 
unheard of misfortunes to which the Vendee became a prey 
in the courfe of the civil war. 

After the burning of Chollet, the two contending 
parties for fome time difputed even its very ruins. The 
pofleffion of that impof tsint poft gave rife to feveral bat- 
tles, in which the rebels were often defeated, but fome- 
times came oflF viftorious. Weary at laft of fhedding fo 

much 
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nmch btood for a heap of ruins, both parties by mutual 
agreement abandoned it. Near ChoUet^ and round its 
IcitCy there are nunaeroas eftaUiihmentSy known under 
the name of hUaching grounds \ it was iYi a fpecies of co* 
vered gallery, that the manti&Aurers dried or bleached 
their cotton ftufis and handkerchiefs. For the protedlon 
of thefe goods, eacb of the manufadlories kept a great 
nDmber of. dogs, which were let loofe at night againft 
fafpeAed perfons and thieves. 

Thefe dogs after the death or the flight of their naaftcrs, 
aflcmbled at Chollet to the number of more than four hun- 
dred, as foon as the town was abandoned : there, tliey lived 
on human flefli and dead carcafles for feveral weeks ; this 
dieir food rendered them fo ferocious, that after the peace, 
when the refugees of Cholet entered the town, they 
were like to be devoured. A whole republican batta- 
lion was obliged to march againil thefe new adverfaries, 
who did not yield the place to the inhabitant until tbey 
were entirely dcftroyed. 



FINIS. 



^ 



. 5», 



X 



t^ *->• jHiv i o /^r^ 



i 

ii 






i 



< 



